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Merry Christmas to everybody! 





If men could always look ahead, what a lot of 
trouble they would be able to avert! : 





Do your Christmas shopping early and make the 
poor merchant happy. -He needs the money. 





Christmas comes but once a year, and owing to 
the high cost of presents, once a year is enough. 





War babies in American trade had quite a sick 
spell last week. Transfusion of blood is making 
them stronger now. 





Faith is a great help in many of life’s affairs, but 
it fails occasionally, just the same. It never, for 
instance, helps a hair restorer to restore hair. 





If the plans of the Government work out, the 
Phelan amendment to the oil-land withdrawal bill 
will be unrecognizable when it finally passes Con- 
gress. 





Henry Ford should fit out another peace expedi- 
tion while the subject is in the headlines. As an 
advertising proposition it should be quite satis- 
factory. 





Dutiful postmasters will be retained, according to 
advices from Washington. “Dutiful” means, among 
other things, “obedience.” Virtue. is to be re- 
warded. 





Warring hypocrites in Europe still insist that 
their victories are being won with Divine assist- 
ance. They are osensibly religious in their words, 
but not in their deeds, 





There’s a big, beaming smile on the average oil 
producer’s face in Oklahoma this week. Still, there 
are some members of the fraternity who prefer 
not to be cheerful. ’Twas ever thus. 





Germans now have a fighting tank of their own 
and have used it successfully in Roumania. It is an 
infringement on the British idea, but patent and 
other rights are ignored in warfare. 





Latest quotations on horse meat in Berlin range 
as high as 39 cents a pound. That is the maximum 
price fixed by the authorities. American beef buyers 
have some reasons for congratulations, after all. 





Oklahoma hotel clerks have formed an organi- 
zation to be known as the Greeters’ Association. 
This ought to be a good movement. At present 
many of the clerks are entirely indifferent as 
greeters. ‘ 


Germany doesn’t want the earth. She only wishes 
to retain those portions of the planet whereon she’s 
established her authority. This is objected to by 
interested parties and the war wiil go on to the 
bitter end. 





James E. Wetz, who has 72,000,000 eggs in stor- 
age, can not be hindered from proceeding with his 
business plans. He has no affiliation with other egg 
accumulators and therefore is not a trust. The 
only club to use in his case appears to be the boy- 
cott. 





If the reports are true about a new Russian gil 
field, embracing about twice the area of the New 
England States, in years to come oil cargoes in- 
stead of going eastward to Europe from this side, 
will be headed westward. Possibly the reports are 
not true. 





“What one has, one ought to use, and whatever 
he does, he should do with all his might,” says 
Cicero. If one uses all the money he has he is 
broke. And if a fellow were to do everything, all 
the time, with all his might, he’d wear himself out 
in a.comparatively short period. 





Roosevelt is to engage in hunting devilfish, the 
“octopus” of Southern waters and Northern litera- 
ture. This is hard luck for the poor, misguided and 
wholly unprincipled octupi, but the Colonel must 
have his diversions. Besides, he needs practice in 


‘| destroying reprehensible things. 





In Toledo, O., last week, at a convention, auto- 
mobile dealers from New England and the Middle 
West announced that they had placed orders for 
vehicles to cost $125,000,000. This means an in- 
creased consumption of gasoline. Business of the 
oil men promises to keep right on booming. 


Kansas Grangers, in convention assembled, have 
resoluted. against military training. They did nut 
raise their boys to be soldiers. They need the boys 
on the farm. If the world some day concludes to 
disarm and become really peaceable, the Grangers’ 
attitude will be correct. But that day has not yet 
come. 








Charles Gray Shaw, philosophy professor at the 
University “of New York, declares women are in- 
capable of exercising true friendship, even between 
themselves. This may be true in a great number 


WEEKLY REVIEW OF THE FIELDS. 





During the week ending December 16, advances 
in the price of oil encouraged operators in many 
of the fields. Drilling in defined territory is holding 
up remarkably for the winter season and the up- 
ward tendency of the market is certain to cause a 
further increase in wildcatting. In Kansas and 
Oklahoma a decline in production was noted, due 
principally to several days of freezing weather and 
a lack of fuel and water. In the Augusta pool, in 
Kansas, the declining production is partially at- 
tributable to water coming into the oil sand. Au- 
gusta’s daily production was estimated at 36,000 
barrels and that of Cushing and Shamrock at 87,100 
barrels. The largest well reported at Shamyock 
gauged 1,200 barrels for the first 24 hours. In the 
south pool, a 450-barrel well was completed. A 
productive well completed northwest of the Boyn- 
ton pool, in Muskogee County, may have uncovered 
a new pool, and a northeastern extension was added 
to the Bald Hill pool, in Okmulgee County, by a 
300-barrel producer. Showings of oil in an import- 
ant test south of Depew, Creek County, attracted 
attention. Operators south of Tulsa are still com- 
pleting good wells in a sand found under the lime. 
Nothing of importance developed at Garber, Gar- 
field County. High prices for acreage were paid in 
| Caddo County on the strength of a showing in a 
test near Cement. 
| El Dorado, Butler County, Kansas, furnished a 
| 1,000-barrel well and Augusta reported one 800- 
| barrel producer and several of smaller size. Prices 
|ranging from $100 to $300 an acre were paid for 
| leases close to the wildcat at Potwin, northwest of 
| the El Dorado pool. 
| Archer and Stephens Counties are attracting the 
| most attention from Texas Panhandle operators. 
| A showing of oil in the second well in the vicinity 
of Holliday, Archer County, has encouraged lease 
owners. The well will be drilled in with cable tools. 
| Two other wells are due to soon reach the sand. 
The wildcat near Caddo, Stephens County, has the 
appearance of a 10-barrel pumper. 

Gulf Coast producers are of the opinion that their 
| contracts for 1917, with the purchasers of oil, will 
| be renewed on the basis of the present year. The 
best well of the week was a 2,500-barrel producer 
in the Humble pool. A well in the Sour Lake pool 
that was thought to extend the producing limits to 
the east has developed into a salt water producer. 

Following recent advances in the market, an in- 
crease in operations is noted in the Northern Louis- 
iana field. New territory situated three miles east 








of cases, but isn’t it equally‘true of men? Genuine 
masculine friendship of the Damon-Pythias sort, is, 
exceedingly rare. | 





George Bronson Howard wrote a novel and the| 
publishers of the book have been convicted in a| 
libel suit. A New York police magistrate alleged | 
that he had been slandered in the story and a jury} 
has given him a verdict against the publishers for} 
$35,000. Rather a novel proceeding all the way 
through, wasn’t it? 





There’s nothing ghostly about the Christmas 
spirit. It is a spirit of good will and doesn’t prowl 
around for the simple purpose of scaring people, 
as evil-minded spooks do. It is a spirit that needs 
no materializing seances to develop. It springs 
from man’s better impulses, naturally, without any 
mystic incantations. 








A. C. Bedford, first vice president of the Standard | 
Oil Company of New Jersey, and acting executive 
of that corporation, is expected to be elected to 
succeed the late John D. Archbold as president. He 
began his: work for the Standard when 18 years old 
and was steadily advanced. Mr. Bedford was born} 
in Brooklyn, N. Y. in 1864. 





Representative Moore, of Pennsylvania, has in- 
troduced a bill in Congress to pension presidents 
of the United States at the rate of $25,000 a year 
and giving them seats in the House of Representa- 
tives without a voting privilege; candidacy for 
any political office to deprive former executives 
of such honorary membership. As there are no 
Democratic ex-presidents at present, the bill is not 








likely to pass. 


of Mooringsport is now being tested. Grand Bayou 
district, in De Soto Parish, and Bethany, in Panola 
County, Texas, are also interesting at the present 
time. A prolific gas field has developed between 
Shreveport and the Crichton pool, but so far no 
oil has appeared. 

Prospects for a new Gordon sand pool in Greene 
County, Pa., are encouraging. A well dirlled a few 
feet into that sand responded with a flow of 55 bar- 
rels an hour and appears to open a strip of produc- 
tive territory four miles long. Eleven locations 
have been made in the vicinity of the new well. An 
important test in the Washington district, Lincoln 
County, W. Va., proved a failure. It was located 
far from production. 

Showing a good gas volume, a well located three 
miles northeast of Crestline, Crawford County, Ohio, 
was drilled into a sand found at a depth of 800 feet. 
The producing sand is thought to be the Clinton. 
Kentucky continues to lead in interest among the 
Central West fields. There is no slackening in 
drilling in Estill and Allen Counties, where excel- 
lent wells are developed in shallow sands. 





MID-CONTINENT PRODUCTION. 





The apparent, estimated production of the fields 
of the Mid-Continent at the close of the past week 
was as follows: Caddo, 25,000 barrels; Electra, 
26,000 barrels; Corsicana light and Thrall, 1.500 
barrels; Kansas, 53,000 barrels; Oklahoma, outside 
of Cushing, Healdton and Shamrock, 115,000 bar- 
rels; Cushing and Shamrock, 87,120 barrels; Heald- 
ton, 58,000 barrels; total, 365,620 barrels. 

The estimated daily production of heavy-gravity 
oil in the Gulf Coast field was 56,875 barrels; Corsi- 
cana heavy, 500 barrels. 
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INCREASE IN MID-CONTINENT OIL. 





On Monday morning of this week, the Prairie and 
Texas companies announced an increase in the price 
of Mid-Continent oil, handled by those concerns, of 
10 cents a barrel, making the price $1.20. This an- 
nouncement further emphasized the fact that the 
falling off in new production is being felt in trade 
affairs and that higher price inducements are re- 
sorted to in order to increase the supply. 

Cold weather has affected field work to a consid- 
erable extent. Surface water lines have been frozen 
and other field matters have been affected by 
weather conditions. For some time, in certain of 
the producing districts, there has been a lack of 
water for supplying boilers on the wells. And no 
market-breaking pools have been opened. In Kan- 
sas there have been water troubles of a different 
kind. Too much water under the oil in the produc- 
ing strata has been in evidence. Meanwhile the in- 
sistent demand for oil to keep the refineries run- 
ning and meet trade demands has continued. 

There is a dispute as to whether -the Prairie or 
the Texas Company took the initiative in raising 
the price of oil Monday morning to $1.20 a barrel. 
It seems The Texas was out with the announcement 
first, having opened its day’s business earlier than 
didethe Prairie. Officials of the latter company 
state that the rise was in their schedule for the 
morning’s proceedings and that the advance had 
been previously decided upon. Texas officials state 
that the price advante on their part was wholly 
independent of any action the Prairie might have 
taken. So both concerns are to be credited for 
being in a boosting mood. The Gulf promptly met 
the quotations of the other companies. The Mag- 
nolia advanced Healdton oil 10 cents a barrel, mak- 
ing the price 60 cents. 

The New Year is to open auspiciously for inter- 
ests identified with the petroleum industry. 





E. LAWSON LOMAX VERY CRITICAL. 





E. Lawson Lomax, an oil technologist of England, 
recently read an informative paper before a body of 
oil experts in London, on “The Pyrogenesis of Pe- 
troleum.” He discussed various methods of refin- 
ing oils and in the course of his comments ex-| 
pressed wonder because the famous Burton process, | 
largely in use in the United States, was ever pat-| 
ented, because of its simplicity and because the| 
principles involved were so well known to chem- | 
ists who are identified with oil-refining. Dr. Ritt- 
man’s process was also given attention and de- 
clared to be unworthy of serious consideration. 
Lomax is rather cruel to hit the Rittman process so 
forcefully, because that method of cracking oil is 
as yet in the experimental stage. The Burton proc- 
ess is so well established that Lomax’s opinion 
either for or against its efficacy, makes not the 
slightest difference. It is being used by men who 
have had ample experience in the refining business 
and who have been producing practical results 
with it. 

Lomax is doubtless an able chemist and fully 
qualified to express expert opinions, but there are 
experts in all lines who sometimes take themselves 
too seriously. They lay too much stress on their 
own judgment while ignoring the judgment and ex- 
perience of others who are equally well qualified. 
Possibly this is the case with Lomax. 








TANK CAR DECISION IMPORTANT. 
At Washington, last week, the United States Su- 
preme Court decided that the Interstate Commerce 
Commission is without authority to compel railroad 





companies to furnish tank cars to oil shippers. The 
Commission, at the request of certain shippers, had 
ordered the Pennsylvania Railroad to supply such 
cars as were demanded by the said shippers and 
the railroad company had obtained an injunction 
to stop the enforcement of the order. It was in 
relation to this injunction that the proceedings fol- 
lowed in the highest legal tribunal of the nation 
and the decision by that body makes the injunction 
permanent in its effects. 

In its report of the case the Associated Press 
gives the following particulars: In 1913 the Crew- 


Levick Company, of Warren, Pa., and the Pennsyl-| 


vania Paraffine Works, of Titusville, Pa., filed com- 
plaints with the Interstate Commerce Commission 
against the Pennsylvania Railroad for alleged fail- 
ure or refusal to meet a reasonable demand for tank 
cars. 

After hearings at Buffalo, the Commission, on 
May 11, 1915, ordered the railroad to furnish the 
shippers with a “reasonable” number of tank cars 
to care for normal transportation needs. Suit to 
enjoin enforcement of the order was filed July 3, 
1915, by the railroad against the United States and 





Interstate Commerce Commission, in the Federal 
District Court of Western Pennsylvania, and on 


Nov. 9, 1915, Federal Judges Wooley and Orr, with 
Judge Thomson dissenting, granted the injunction 
asked. 

The Interstate Commerce Commission also divid- 
ed on the questions involved, Commissioners Clark, 
Clements and Harlan dissenting from the majority 
view in favor of the Commission’s authority. The 
lower court held that such power was extraordinary, 
not specifically granted by Congress, either in the 
original Commerce Act or 1906 amendment, and 
should not be implied. ; ° 

In the various proceedings, the Government set 
forth that oil transportation is a bulk industry. Of 
250,000,000 barrels transported annually, 91% is 
earried in tank cars, of which 40,000 are in use. 
It was contended that tank cars are an absolute 
commercial necessity, carriage of oil in barrels be- 
ing prohibitively expensive—from 2% to 17% cents 
per gallon, costlier than in tanks. It also was ar- 
gued that the railroad, by the Commission’s order, 
could lease and did not have to build or buy tank 
ears. All railroads east of the Mississippi River are 
said to own only 800 tank cars, most of such cars 
being owned by the great oil companies. 

The Government also contended, and the railroad 
denied, that the Commission’s order tq the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad was an administrative and not a 
legislative function, under the Commerce Act. 

The cases were argued in October, 1916, having 
been specially advanced because of the importance 
ot the questions involved. 





WHEN THE GAS SUPPLY FAILS. 





Whenever gas pressure becomes low in a line 
from which patrons draw their fuel supply, much 
discomfort and much complaining follow. The gas 
company is blamed for carelessness in permitting 
its service to become unsatisfactory—and in many 
cases this blame is deserved. Every gas company 
should provide for the consumption of the: inflam- 
mable vapor in adequate volume. If this is lacking 
in the sources of supply, the company should re- 
duce the number of its connections or get more gas. 
It is not to be expected that people will be satisfied 
with only a partial amount of the gas which they 
need to keep their homes comfortable and meet the 
requirements of their households. 

Companies may explain that the gas pressure 
from wells is constantly falling off and that it is 
impossible to keep up the pressure. In that case, 
they should drill more wells and keep on drilling. 
That is ‘what efficient gas managers do in many 
communities where natural gas is the fuel of the 
people. In such communities a sufficient charge is 
made for the gas to keep up an efficient, satisfac- 
tory service and alert, competent men are untiring 
in their efforts to maintain a satisfactory pressure 
at all times. 

While there is always much ado about gas prices, 
sensible consumers who desire to be fair are will- 
ing to pay reasonable rates if they get sufficient 
gas to keep their homes comfortable during cold 
weather. But when the service is poor and prices 
are high, the consumers become hostile in their at- 
titude toward the gas concerns and there is trouble 
all around. Gas company managers should, there- 
fore, exert themselves to the utmost to keep the 
lines filled with gas; to maintain a sufficient pres- 
sure to meet the needs of patrons. Convince the 
latter that this is a fixed and unalterable policy on 
the part of the companies and price arrangements 
are more readily made. 

If any public utility concern, through a wrong 
policy of management, loses the good will of the 
public, it is injuring itself seriously, and no official 
explanation can mend matters. The only remedy 
in such cases is found in satisfactory service. That 
kind of service is due to all concerned, the latter 
including the stockholders in the gas companies as 
well as the consumers of the gas. 





OIL STEAMSHIP IS TORPEDOED. 





Montreal dispatches state that the 3,280-ton Brit- 
ish oil tank steamship Palacine, under charter to 
the Standard Oil Company, has been torpedoed by 
a German submarine in the English Channel near 
Havre. According to reports, Captain John G. Pat- 
terson and the tanker’s crew of 27 men, many of 
whom were said to be Americans, were rescued by 
a British trawler and had arrived safely at London. 
The vessel’s $500,000 cargo of lubricating oil was 
reported lost. 

While the big British fleet remains inactive some- 
where in safety, the German submarine attacks con- 
tinue and big losses to commerce of the Entente 
powers and neutral countries continue. Is it any 
wonder that London war strategists have become 
tired of Britain’s waiting naval policy and recently 
demanded that some real fighting be done at sea 
by the nation that boasts of its supremacy in ocean 
warfare? 





PIPE LINE TO OMAHA PROPOSED. 





Following the consummation of the recent deal 
in Wyoming properties, whereby the Merritt Oil 
Corporation took over holdings including 5,000 acres 
of oil territory owned by E. A. Humphreys and as- 
sociates, for $2,500,000, comes the interesting ru- 
mor that the new corporation is likely to lay a 
pipe line between the oil fields of Wyoming and 
Omaha, Neb. This proposed outlet would provide 
new market facilities for Wyoming oil producers 
and be of great importance. 

Some time ago the Illinois Oil Company, which 
has extensive interests in Wyoming, made a survey 
for a pipe line to Omaha from the Wyoming oil 
fields, the cost of the line being figured at $5,000,000. 
It appears that this project did not go farther than 
the survey, but something may be done about it 
later. The new Merritt corporation has ample 
funds, it appears, to carry on big projects and the 
rumors about its proposed pipe line may have some 
basis in fact. The Illinois company has two pipe 
lines in Wyoming, one from the Grass Creek field 
to the Burlington Railroad, near Thermopolis, and 
the other from Elk Basin to Frannie. 

The Merritt Oil Corporation has entered into a 
contract with the Midwest Refining Company, under 
which it will operate the new field, except 500 acres 
on which is the 3,100-foot well drilled by the Mer- 
ritt Oil Company. This tract is jointly owned by 
the Ohio Oil Company and the Merritt corporation, 
and the former will operate it. The Midwest com- 
pany also will obtain the production from the field, 
refining it at Casper, and arrangements are now be- 
ing made looking toward the erection of additional 
stills at that plant. If a pipe line is laid, the pro- 
duction will be sold in part to the company owning 
the pipe line. 

While most of the land is owned by the State 
University of Wyoming and leased originally to the 
Merritt Oil Company and the Humphreys syndicate, 
there is some located land on which discoveries 
were made long before the withdrawal by President 
Wilson, and also some deed tracts. 

The new company has issued $600,000 shares of 
$100 par value, trading in which. took place in 
New York last week for the first time, sales being 
made at $12. 





FRANCHISE TAX DUE IN KANSAS. 





Information from Topeka, Kan., is to the effect 
that J. T. Botkin, Secretary of State, is sending 
out notices to the 4,000 Kansas corporations that he 
is ready to receive their annual reports. Also he 
wants the companies to send in their checks for 
the annual franchise tax. This franchise tax is one 
of the big sources of revenue of the State and 
has been exceeding $200,000 a year. 

This year it should go past the quarter of a mil- 
lion dollars mark, according to Mr. Botkin, because 
of the large number of oil and gas companies: or- 
ganized in the Augusta-El Dorado field and at 


| Wichita, with big capitalizations. 


Some of the corporations made a fight against 
the law and took the case to the Supreme Court 
of the United States on the ground that Kansas had 
no right to levy the tax. The Supreme Court, how- 
ever, held that the State was permitted to make 
a charge against the privileges granted when the 
State allowed a corporation to be organized. 





CREW-LEVICK COMPANY’S CASE. 





Charges having been made to the effect that oil 
was being shipped by the Crew-Levick company to 
the Germans by devices intended to conceal the 
real nature of the shipments, the London attorneys 
for that corporation have issued a statement on the 
subject in the Oil and Colour Trades Journal, de- 
nying the accusation. In proceedings of the British 
Prize Court the matter received an airing, but the 
Crew-Levick Company was not represented at the 
hearing and statements made by the Government 
officials were not, on that account, contradicted. 
However, the American oil company insists that it 
can successfully prove that its hands are clean in 
the matter. The London attorneys in their state- 
ment say: 7 

We have attended with Mr. G. C. Priestley, 

the vice president of Crew-Levick Company, 
who happened to be in London last week, on 
the Treasury Solicitor and the Controller of 
Foreign Trade, and have offered, on behalf of 
our clients, to put before His Majesty’’s Govern- 
ment all documents and facts in their posses- 
sion to enable the authorities to make the full- 
est investigation into the matter, both here and 
in America. 

The public is asked to suspend judgment regard- 
ing the charges until all the facts are made known. 
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BONUS TO PRAIRIE EMPLOYES. 





Employes of the Prairie Oil & Gas Company and 
the Prairie Pipe Line Company are grateful for the 
bonus that has been voted to them by the directors 
of those two concerns. As was stated in The Jour- 
nal last week, a month’s salary will be given to all 
employes who receive less than $100 a month and 
who have been in the service a year or more. All 
others, except the heads of departments and gen- 
eral officers, will be given a bonus of $100. Officials 
explained that the increased cost of living caused 
the payments. 

There is a growing tendency on the part of big 
concerns to deal generously with their employes 
and this is a policy which is bound to produce good 
results. The underpaid employe can not be ex- 
pected to take the interest in his work that a well- 
paid employe does. By liberal wage remuneration 
higher efficiency, a better spirit and better relations 
between the employer and the employed are forth- 
coming. Labor troubles are thereby averted. 





STATE AUDITOR HOWARD EXPLAINS. 





In a recent statement, E. B. Howard, State Audi- 
tor of Oklahoma, said:. “My attention has been 
called to an article published in some of the ‘oil and 
gas journals headed, ‘Can’t Get Their Tax Money 
Back,’ which seems to be founded on entire mis- 
information. 

“This article states, in the first place, that both 
the Federal and State courts have held depart- 
mental lands exempt from the tax. This is a mis- 
take. There have been three or four injunctions 
granted in the district Federal courts against col- 
lecting monies on restricted and Osage lands, but 
since the passage of the 3% law, which took effect 
Feb. 14, 1916, the Supreme Court of the State has 
not rendered any decision whatever in the matter. 
The facts being there is now pending before that 
court an agreed case as to restricted Osage leases. 
This case was brought in June through an agree- 
ment on my part as State Auditor and the State 
Board of Equalization with the oil producers that 
pending a decision on this case I would hold in the 
State Depository all taxes collected on restricted 
or Osage Indian oil production. Since that time up 
to December 1, there has been collected, and is 
being held by me in the Depository, the sum of 
$420,910.07, which has been paid in by the pro- 
ducers on restricted and Osage production and 
which will be held pending said decision, and if the 
decision is adverse to the State collecting same, it 
will be returned to the producers paying same in. 


“There has never been an application made to me 
as State Auditor for the return of any of this re- 
stricted money which has been paid under this 3% 
gross production law since this agreed case was 
filed. Neither has anyone been informed that it 
would take legislative action to secure for them the 
return of any of this money in case the decision 
was adverse to the State. No action by the legis- 
lature is necessary for the State Auditor to return 
or refund any moneys held in the State Depository. 
The Board of Equalization and the Auditor made an 
agreement with the producers that these moneys 
would be held pending this decision, and they have 
not broken faith with them, and do not intend to. 
There has been no meeting of the Board of Equali- 
zation held for the purpose of enabling producers 
to state their objections to the payment of re- 
stricted taxes, as the resolution of the Board pro- 
viding for the holding of this money also provides 
that it shall be returned to the producer, if the case 
is lost to the State, without any further trouble or 
cost to said producer. 

“I make this statement for the reason that. the 
article referred to is in error, especially as to both 
the State and Federal Courts deciding that depart- 
mental leases are exempt from taxation, and that 
part of it which would lead the party who has paid 
tax on restricted land under this agreement to be- 
lieve he has no opportunity to receive his money 
back. As the case now stands, every producer, 
except the three or four who have secured injunc- 
tion, are expected to pay their tax on both restricted 
and commercial leases the same as before this case 
was filed. The money is being held where it can 
be returned to them if the State is denied the right 
to collect this tax on Departmental.or Osage leases. 

“The probabilities are that the meetings referred 
to where producers were given an opportunity to 
file their objections, are the meetings that have 
been held from time to time to consider protests 
filed on commercial leases. The law sets out that 
any producer may file a protest, have a hearing be- 
fore the State Board of Equalization, and then ap- 
peal to the Supreme Court within thirty days. In 
every case where commercial lease has been pro- 
tested, notice of hearing has been given to the 
producer, and he has had an opportunity to follow 





the proceedings as set out in the Statute, but in no 
case since the agreement in June, as to restricted 
lands, has a producer even been required to file a 
protest or appear before the Board of Equalization 
concerning his restricted lands, but if he has shown 
on his reports that the lands are restricted, his 
money has been placed in the fund I have referred 
to, and it will be so treated in the future as in the 
past. 

“As to the $400,000 withdrawal leaving quite a 
hole, in the cash balance of the State, beg to say the 
State has never counted this $420,000 as a part of 
its cash balance, as it no more belongs to the State 
while it is in the State depository than it does to 
any individual who has paid same in. It is being 
treated as a trust fund, and no one need have any 
fear as to the return of any money he has, or may 
pay in on restricted leases if the courts should de- 
clare the law as to restricted and Osage leases in- 
valid.” 


. 


SIR HIRAM MAXIM’S LATEST WORK. 








Death has put an end to the scientific activities 
of the eminent Sir Hiram Maxim, of England, in- 
ventor of the ‘gun which bears his name. During 
his career he had evolved many practical devices 
by his inventive genius and was regarded as a 
leader in his line. During the later period of his 
life he had devoted considerable attention to the 
problem of cracking petroleum in the extraction 
of motor spirit and it is understood that he per- 
fected a method which worked out very satisfac- 
torily. Not long before his death he made applica- 
tion for patent rights in Great Britain covering his 
oil-refining process, but the merits of the latter are 
as yet unknown. 





BUREAU OF MINES CONSERVATION. 





“One of the most pressing needs of the Bureau 
is adequate funds for carrying on investigations re- 
lating to petroleum and natural gas,” says Director 
Manning of the Bureau of Mines in his annual re- 
port issued last week. “This industry includes one 


of the most important mineral resources of the) 


United States, over 281,000,000 barrels of petroleum 
having been produced during the calendar year 
1915. This production is valued at nearly $180,000,- 
000, and is over 65% of the total for the world.” 

Mr. Manning in his report gives an optimistic 
view of the Rittman process of refining oil so as to 
extract increased quantities of gasoline; he refers 
to the drilling end of the industry, and mentions 
the prediction that the underground supply of oil 
will last only 27 years. 


“The most efficient method of drilling for and 
producing oil and gas,” says Mr. Manning, “should 
be studied, with a view to urging the adoption of 
improved drilling methods that will reduce unnec- 
essary wastes to a minimum and most efficiently 
protect oil and gas-bearing sands against loss from 
infiltrating waters. The benefits of proper drilling 
methods have been demonstrated in the Oklahoma 
fields, where the Department of the Interior, work- 
ing with the State officials, has stabilized the pro- 
duction of natural gas by making it possible to 
confine the natural gas in its original reservoir un- 
til such time as. market conditions justify its pro- 
duction. Previous to the introduction of the Bu- 
reau’s methods it is estimated that less than 10% 
of the available gas was utilized, whereas, if the gas 
fields are properly developed, it is safe to estimate 
that 80% of the gas may be recovered and utilized. 


“A preliminary investigation indicates that ap- 
proximately 50% of the recoverable oil is left in the 
oil sands by present methods of production. More 
work should be done with a view to decreasing this 
waste. 

“Methods of refining and treating petroleum and 
its products should be studied and research work 
should be continued in the cracking of oils and in 
the conversion of the less. valuable products into 
more valuable ones, including the production of 
gasoline from heavier distillates. Studies should 
also be made to increase the yield of the lighter and 
more valuable petroleum products; to discover the 
best methods of treating oil shales; to prepare 
specifications for the purchase of petroleum and pe- 
troleum products; and in general to increase the 
efficiency in the utilization of petroleum; and to in- 
crease the production of the petroleum products 
most valuable to the public.” 

One of the most important of Manning’s recom- 
mendations is this: “Funds should be provided to 
gather statistics regarding the supply of and the 
demand for petroleum products, with a view to 
keeping the producer and the consumer fully in- 
formed as to market.conditions, possibly by publi- 
cation of press bulletins similar to the crop bulle- 
tins of the Department of Agriculture.” 


jit? 





PHELAN OIL AMENDMENT WRANGLE. 





At Washington, last week, the opening wrangle 
over the Phelan oil-land bill took place in the Sen- 
ate. The Senate committee at whose hands the 
proposed legislation was receiving some editing, 
found that the clashing interests of oil men and 
the Government rendered the problem very difficult. 
So the proposed amendment was passed along for 
the consideration of a special committee of Sena- 
tors, Government officials and navy officers. It is 
contended that the land involved belongs to the 
Federal Government and should be set aside as a. 
fuel-oil reserve for naval use. Since the Senators 
have called in the help of official experts who are 
not members of the law-making bodies, it is evi- 
dent that the Government is to be well represented 
in the handling of the proposed legislation. The 
Government, being determined to gain its point, will 
put up a strong showing against the oil men, and 
the best the latter can now hope for is some sort 
of compromise measure. 





PRAIRIE DECLARES EXTRA DIVIDEND. 





At Independence, Kan., last week, the Prdirie 
Oil & Gas Company declared a quarterly dividend of 
$2 a share and a $2 extra dividend.» The company 
had previously provided a bonus to employes, and 
the Prairie Pipe Line Company took similar action. 

Stockholders of the Prairie Oil & Gas Company 
re-elected officers as follows: President, J. E. 
O’Neill; vice president, W. S. Fitzpatrick; vice 
president, N. K. Moody; treasurer, E. T. Patterson; 
secretary, J. A. Hollihan. ° ’ 





WEAR.AND TEAR OF BUSINESS. 





Estimating that 100,000 Americans are annually 
rejected out of a total of 1,300,000 examined for 
life insurance, E. E. Rittenhouse, of the Equitable 
Life Assurance Society, urges the need for improv- 
ing the physical preparedness of the people of the 
United States. “The composite physical American 
looks, smooth, pink and healthy,” said Mr. Ritten- 
house. “He is a good liver (I said is, not has). He 
hurries. He has no time to waste. The average 
age at death of the American people is about 40, 
the medium age 43. He is trying, with the aid of 
new knowledge and inventions, to crowd the experi- 
ences of two lifetimes into one. He is having some 
success, but the strain is telling on him.” 

This is plain talk from an insurance expert and 
is interesting, but the chase for the mighty dollar 
will go on just the same. And among those who are 
doing the chasing are many men who are identified 
with the petroleum industry. Money comes quickly 
in the oil game when conditions are right and those 
who are in the hunt never think of striking a leis- 
urely gait. It is so, too, with all other American 
industries, 





GOVERNOR CAPPER IS DELIGHTED. 





Gov. Capper, of Kansas, has expressed his pleas- 
ure over the resignation of Judge Flannelly, of In- 
dependence. The Governor has disagreed with the 
Judge on some questions affecting the Kansas Nat- 
ural Gas Company and that is why the State Execu- 
tive is so well pleased. It is also understood that 
Judge Flannelly has no regrets beeause he has 
been able to break away from the gas-laden atmos- 
phere of the judicial place he has filled for many 
years and there is satisfaction all around. It seems 
to be a general case of “Merry Christmas.” 





BIG BRITISH BORNEO CONCESSION. 





British-Borneo petroleum rights are controlled by 
a British syndicate whose holdings include an area 
of 30,000 square miles. Of late an arrangement has 
been made by Japanese oil men to obtain in that 
territory a sub-concession of large acreage. So the 
busy Japs are to take part in the development of 
the oil resources of the country in the near future. 
The Netherlands Colonial Petroleum Company has 
a concession of 440 square miles on the Klias Penin- 
sula and Mangalum Island, which it is operating 
with promising prospects. The British Borneo Pe- 
troleum Syndicate, Ltd., owner of the original con- 
cession, also is largely interested in the Roumanian 
fields. . 


CONVENTION OF OIL JOBBERS. 








At. St. Louis, Mo., March 21-23, the Western Oil 
Jobbers will hold a convention and discuss trade 
problems from all angles, “for the good of the 
order.’ Members of the Western Oil Jobbers’ As- 
sociation will be present in large numbers and they 
expect all persons interested to join them in their 
movement to improve conditions affecting their 
division of the petroleum business. 
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MEN KNOWN IN OILDOM 








JOHN K. RONNE 


John K, Ronne, a veteran oil man, whose home is 
in Tulsa, is a native of Denmark. When 19 years 
of age he came to America and selected Jamestown, 
N. Y., as his first American home. A few years 
later he went to Warren, Pa., and engaged in the 
clothing and merchant tailoring business. 

Mr. Ronne’s first venture in the oil business was 
in 1874. David Beatty had drilled the first produc- 
ing well in Warren Borough, and Mr. Ronne, with 
John Bell, an experienced oil man, secured a lot 
in proximity to that of Mr. Beatty. On this land 
they drilled the second well in the town, which is 
probably still producing oil. Mr. Ronne quickly 
developed the qualities so necessary in an expert 
leaser and in the succeeding years he leased land 
for several of the large producing companies in 
Pennsylvania, Canada, Kentucky, Wyoming, West 
Virginia and Illinois. While in Pennsylvania he 
frequently acted as an oil scout during the period 
made famous by the “night riders of the hemlocks.” 

In 1903 Mr. Ronne located in Kansag and while 
in that State leased 40,000 acres of land in Butler 
County, in the locality since made famous by the 
Augusta and El Dorado pools. At that time this 
land was not considered of great value for oil pur- 
poses and the leases were later abandoned by Mr. 
Ronne and his associates. 

From Kansas, Mr. Ronne went to Bartlesville and 
later came to Tulsa. Since becoming a resident of 
the Mid-Continent field, his activities have called 
him to every producing district in Kansas, Okla- 
homa_and Texas, and in those States his friends 
are legion. Through upright business methods he 
has gained the confidence of the oil fraternity and 
established a profitable business. In addition to 
his interests in acreage in many fields, Mr. Ronne 
has acquired a small oil production in the Mid-Con- 
tinent region. 





Personcl Paragraphs 





J. K. Duffey, of New York City, was here last 
Saturday to attend a meeting of oil refiners. He 
is president of the Export Oil Corporation. 

os aK * 

F. M. Hondel, well-known drilling contractor, of 
Tulsa, is setting up 10-cent cigars in honor of the 
recent arrival at his home of a little daughter. 

* a - 

J. E. Head, an all-round oil hustler of this city, 
was in the Healdton field last week’to look after 
some matters there in which he was interested. 

* * = 

M. P. Wright, who has large interests in the oil 
fields of Mexico, and who has been here on a busi- 
ness visit, left last Saturday for Eastern points. 

* cs ca 

E. T. Thwing, a prominent refining man of Kan- 
sas City, was among those who attended an im- 
portant meeting of oil men here on Saturday last. 





Ambrose B. Corcoran, representing the General 
Refining Company, of Kansas City, is to have head- 
quarters in Tulsa. He is vice president of the cor- 
poration. 

* ok * 

W. E. Lanzer, of Chicago, was in Tulsa last week 
arranging for the opening of an office here for the 
Western Petroleum Association. He was accom- 
panied by his bride. 

* * oa 

H. H. Hay, of the Union Indian Agency at Mus- 
kogee, Okla., has resigned his position and will 
hereafter be office manager for E. W. Kimbley, an 
Okmulgee oil operator. 

* ae co 

J. H. Miller, of Chanute, Kan., an old-time re- 
finery man, came to Tulsa to attend the meeting of 
the executive committee of the Western Petroleum 
Refiners Association last Saturday. 

a ak * 


William H. Cannady has been appointed a8 sales- 
manager for the Consumers’ Refining Company, of 
Chicago, Ill., with headquarters in that city. He 
has many friends in the oil fraternity. 

* * * 


Gordon Clarke, an Okmulgee, Okla., oil man, is 
entertaining his brother, John T. Clarke, of New 
York City. The visitor from -the metropolis is 
much impressed by the oil developments of the 
Mid-Continent. 

* * * 

James Cremin, of Tulsa, well-known drilling con- 
tractor, is ill with pneumonia at Augusta, Kan. 
He has been confined to his room for a week but at 
last accounts his progress toward recovery was 
very encouraging. 

ae cd * 

Gabe Parker, superintendent of the Indian agency 
at Muskogee was a Tulsa visitor during the week. 
Mr. Parker has been a frequent guest of friends in 
Tulsa and there is a report that he may become a 
citizen in the near future. 

* * * 

J. W. Freeman, of West Monterey, Pa., accom- 
panied by his two daughters, has been visiting his 
son-in-law, J. L. Mildren, of Ardmore, Okla., during 
the past week. Mr. Mildren is with the Carter Oil 
Company in the Healdton field. 

* a * 

Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Hunt announce the forthcom- 
ing marriage of their daughter, Harriet Ruth, to 
Horace C. Fitzpatrick, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. S. 
Fitzpatrick, of Independence, Kan. The wedding 
is to be solemnized in January. 

# * * 

W. G. Hazlett, of Independence, Kan., who for the 
past six years has been in the service of the Kansas 
Natural Gas Company, left last week for Los An- 
geles, Cal., where in the future he will reside. He 
formerly lived in Pittsburgh, Pa. 

co * * 


Alexander Calvert, of the Ozark Refining Com- 
pany, of Arkansas, was in Tulsa last Saturday. The 
company’s plant at Fort Smith is about ready to 
make its start in the refining of oil and the pros- 
pects of the concern are very good. 

* a * 


L. L. Clark, abstractor, has returned to Tulsa 
from Carter County, Okla., where he has been check- 
ing lease titles for the Carter Oil Company. He was 
accompanied by his wife and expects to return 
later to complete his work there for the company. 

* * * 


W. B. Hassett; of Tulsa, who is general manager 
of the International and Ardmore Refining Com- 
panies, was in Parkersburg, W. Va., last week, 
when he received a long-distance telephone message 
from this city summoning him home. His wife was 
critically ill. 

* Ba * 

Col. E. C. Carrington, of New York City, an at- 
torney and financier who is prominent in the East, 
came to Tulsa last week and is looking about for 
an oil opening. He is a man of large resources in 
a business way and is a political leader in his home 
State, Maryland. 

ok co 

Commissioner George A. Henshaw, of the Cor- 
poration Commission of Oklahoma presided at the 
gas rate hearing in Tulsa. Mr. Henshaw retires 
from office voluntarily on January 1. He declines 
to state what his engagements will be after that 
time or where he will reside. 

* * * 

One of the last official acts of Judge Flannelly at 
Independence, Kan., last week, prior to giving up 
his judicial duties to become counsel for the Prairie 
Oil & Gas Company, was to postpone a Kansas Nat- 
ural Gas Company’s rate hearing to Jan. 18, when 
another judge will pass upon it. : 

ak ok * 


L. L. Marcell, president of the Economy Oil & 
Gas Company, who lives at Chanute, Kan., was a 





visitor to the general offices at Tulsa during the 
greater part of the week. He says that the work 
of building the refinery, which the company is erect- 
ig at Augusta, is going right ahead. 

* ok * 


William Obins, well known in the Mid-Continent 
field as a drilling contractor, was summoned last 
week from El Dorado, Kan., to Salamanca, N. Y., 
on account of the unexpected death in the latter 
place of his sister, Mrs. Sawyer, who was 33 years 
old, and is survived by her husband, a sister and 
her brother. 

e HE * * 

Rev. W. E. D’Happart is a minister of the Pres- 
byterian Church and also a practical business man. 
He is building a refinery at Wilson, Okla., and as 
soon as required material is obtained will hurry 
along the plant to completion. He has had experi- 
ence in the refining business and has built refin- 
eries in different parts of the Mid-Continent field. 
td * co 

E. E. Van Tilburg, president of the Independent 
Oil Men’s Association, arrived in Tulsa last week 
from Minneapolis, Minn. Mr. Van Tilburg is presi- 
dent of an oil company and prominent in trade af- 
fairs. Petroleum prospects have taken on a very 
promising look, according to his views and he fore- 
sees a prosperous future for all branches of the in- 
dustry. 

* * * 

Assistant Secretary B. Sweeney, of the Interior 
Department, Washington, was recently a visitor in 
Tulsa. He had been in Muskogee, Okla., attending 
to some departmental matters and came here to get 
a view of a real oil town. He visited West Tulsa 
refineries, saw a well shot at Jenks and then hiked 
back to the District of Columbia. Gabe Parker, 
Indian agent, was with him. 

* * * 

Horace G. James is making progress. He began 
as a newspaper reporter in Pennsylvania. He be- 
came an editor later on, in the west. Then he was 
a publisher. His next experience was that of an oil 
prospector. Then ‘he was secretary and general 
manager for a big refining organization. Now he 
has become manager of an oil refining company, 
with headquarters at Kansas City. “H. G.” was in 
Tulsa last Saturday. 

* * 

Judge S. E. Niece, of Independence, Kan., was in 
Tulsa last Saturday on a business trip. The judge 
is an old-time oil man, who, although a Jeffersonian 
Democrat, was elected in a Republican county 
(Montgomery County, Kan.) to the position of Pro- 
bate Judge and Judge of Juvenile Court. He is well 
qualified for the duties of the positions named and 
many friends have been extending felicitations on 
his political advancement. 

* * * 

Captain James A. McDermott became the owner 
of a tract of land in Cowley County, Kan., 40 years 
ago. A town was built on the land and for many 
years Dexter—which was the name given to the 
town—was a typical agricultural business center. 
Now Dexter is different. It is an oil town and the 
residents are profiting largely by the hidden rich- 
ness of the underlying rocks and the value of prop- 
erty there is greatly increased. 

co * * 


Carl S. Beale, of the Bureau of Mines, has been 
in this State of late to confer with Government rep- 
resentatives in reference to proposed changes in 
leasing, for oil and gas purposes, the lands of mem- 
bers of the Five Civilized Tribes of Indians. Efforts 
will be made to remove some of the complexities 
of the present system and to simplify leasing meth- 
ods. Recommendations along this line will be made 
by Mr. Beale to Secretary Lane of the Interior De- 
partment. 

og * * 

D. Beams, who for eight years has been employed 
by the Burmah Oil Company, in Burmah, India, is 
visiting Oklahoma and for a time will be the guest 
of his father at Hydro, Okla. Mr. Beams holds the 
responsible position of assistant to the general man- 
ager of the Burmah company. He’ states that 65 
strings of tools are now idle in the Burmah field, 
owing principally to lack of drillers. Just before 
he left India, the Burmah company struck oil near 
Assam, India, and the belief was quite general that 
a new field had been opened. 

* * * 


Jas. McLister, of Bothwell, Ont., agent for several 
foreign oil interests, has arranged to send a num- 
ber of Petrolia drillers abroad. On Dec. 16, Eli and 
Thos. Josh, of Petrolia; Thos. McCort, of Detroit, 
Mich., and Thos Poore, of Leamington, Ont., sailed 
from New York for India, as production men for 
the Burma Oil Company. They will be absent three 
years. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Lawson, of Detroit, are 
expected to sail this week for Egypt, where Mr. 
Lawson will be engaged as a machinist for the 
Anglo-Egyptian Oil Company for three years. 
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Oil and Gas News Condensed 


In Hungary, tradesmen are not allowed to sell 
over a pint of refined oil to any one customer, per 
week. Cause: war. 

At Clarendon, Pa., the Levi Smith oil refinery has 
resumed operations after a partial shut-down owing 
to a recent fire at the plant. 

At Logan, O., the Federal Oil & Gas Company has 
closed a deal for the purchase of the holdings of 
the Union Furnace Company; consideration, $45,000. 

In Morgan County, near Cannel City, Ky., Hard- 
wick & White have drilled in a 00-barrel well and 
a local boom has been started in development work. 

It is expected that the Yarhola pipe line from the 
Healdton field to Cushimg, this State, will be deliv- 
ering oil to the Roxana refinery in the latter place 
in February. 

Albert Miller, employed on a well in the Bald 
Hill district, this State, was badly burned last week 
in a gas explosion. He was taken to a hospital at 
Okmulgee for treatment. 

According to the Fort Madison (Ia.) Democrat, 
one of the Sinclair corporation’s big refineries is, to 
be located in that place. Engineers have been re- 
tained to make the location. 

Petroleum Age, a monthly oil trade journal pub- 
lished in New York City, in order to meet local 
news demands is hereafter to be published weekly, 
instead of monthly as at present. 

It was announced last week that the O. K. Re- 
fining Company, of Kansas, had leased the Tulsa 
refinery of the Uncle Sam Oil Company and had 
taken possession of the property. 

During the month of November the Texas & Gulf 
Company refineries shipped 1,975,239 barrels of pe- 
troleum products from Port Arthur, Tex. Fifty- 
seven ships carried the cargoes to 17 different coun- 
tries. 


It is understood that the Allendale Oil Company, 
whose holdings are in Wabash County, Ind., has 
received an oiter of $800,000 for its properties. An 
even million may be the price before the negotia- 
tions are completed. 


Near Le Seuer Center, Minn., at a depth of 260 
feet, a gas pocket was struck which caught fire and 
singed some of the men around the well. Hopes 
are entertained of striking a gas or oil deposit 
worth developing in that region. 

In the Bakersfield (Cal.) district, oil-well work- 
ers, who have heretofore been working 10 and 12 
hours a day, greatly appreciate the eight-hour day 
which has been established by the Standard and 
other oil companies in that vicinity. 


J. S. Burk & Son, of Tulsa, have signed a con- 
tract to drill a well for the Ozark Oil & Gas Com- 
pany, of Ozark, Ark., near that place, the county 
seat of Franklin County. The company has leased 
10,000 acres of land in the vicinity. 


So close to Wichita, Kan., has the oil excitement 
moved that leases have been taken on Wichita city 
property. Among a large number of leases taken 
by the Union Oil Company is the Tillinghast farm, 
located west and northwest of Fairmount College. 


Natalite is a liquid byproduct of molasses, a sort 
of distillate which is to be manufactured by a com- 
pany in Natal, Africa. Natalite is to be used as a 
gasoline substitute for use in automobiles. The 
plant at Natal is to have a yearly capacity of 2,000,- 
000 gallons. 


People of Doniphan County, Kan., are consider- 
ably puzzled because Grillers fail to tell them 
whether a hole recently completed near Bedena is 
an oil well or not. There is a prevalent suspicion 
that oil has been found in the well and leasers are 
paying bonuses as a result. 


Developments in the Wyoming oil fields in the 
vicinity of Douglass are increasing in importance 
and there ‘is need of improved railroad. facilities, 
which, it is now rumored, the Burlington company 
is expected to supply in the near future. The rail- 
road may extend across the State. 


Permission has been asked by the Bromide Oil 
Company, incorporated in Delaware, to carry on 
extensive operations in Stark County, O. The com- 
pany proposes to engage in the development of oil, 
gas and salt water wells. The fluid yielded in the 
latter in that district is rich in bromide. 


Miss Julia Rabe, post-graduate student of the 
University of Texas, daughter of a San Antonio 
(Tex.) minister, ended her life last week by means 
of kerosene. She saturated her clothing with the 
oil and then wrapped an oil-soaked bed-quilt about 
her. A match was applied and she was burned to 
death. 


Pipe lines in the Fort Smith (Ark.) district have 
been assessed for taxes by the State Commissioner, 








assessments being based on 50% of the total valua- 
tion. The Twin City is assessed $23,500 and the 
Clear Creek Company $45,000. Next year the for- 
mer will be assessed at $65,000 and the latter at 
$85,000. 


Transfer proceedings whereby the new Merritt 
Oil & Gas Company’s and holdings of other concerns 
in Wyoming, have been conducted by the New York 
Trust Company of New York City. Land:included 
in the sale amounts to 5,000 acres. The considera- 
tion is not definitely announced, but is more than 
$2,500,000. 5; 

Beland, Okla.,*is not a big town, but it has some 
advantages. Gas delivered there by the Crekola 
Company is sold at the rate of $3 a month for each 
stove and lignts are supplied at 15 cents each, per 
month. Coal 1s $/ a ton, so the 20 housenoiaers of 
the town feel that they are fortunate in solving the 
fuel problem. 


In Sapulpa, Okla., the proposition of voting $20,- 
00U bonus Lor the erection and equipment of a new 
Dre station, to be located in woodiawn Adaition, in 
tne eastern part of Sapulpa, carried in an eiection 
there last week by a small majority. Only sol 
voters cast baliots and the bonds received a major- 
ity of 45 votes. 


R. R. Reid, newly elected president of the Federal 
Oil Co., announces that the company is driiling nine 
wells on its property in the irvine pool in Keutucky 
and that nve weils will be brougnt in witnin the 
next week. Plans under way call tor a considerapie 
increase in the output of the company, wich now 
amounts to about 1,zU0 barrels dally. 


Judge Ralph E. Campbell, of the United States 
District Court, at Muskogee, Okla., has issued an 
oraer reducing royalty on leases in the Cimarron 
riverbed to one-eighth, after operators had snown 
that they could not work wells at a profit at former 
excessive royalty rates. Final determination as to 
riverbed cases is to be made in rebruary. 


According to a Port Arthur (Tex.) dispatch, the 
Gulf Kefining Company announces a wage increase 
aliecting z,vu0 workmen in that city alone, repre- 
senting an average of 10%, because of the increased 
cost of living. ‘his adds $2,0UuU,000 a year to tne 
local payroll. A year ago the company placed its 
refinery there on an eignt-hour-a-day basis. 


Farmers of Nowata County, Okla., complain that 
oily water of the Verdigris Kiver is causing trouble. 
Cattle can’t drink it. A suit against oil refiners 
whose plants are located along the course of the 
stream, to abate the nuisance caused by running of 
oily and poisonous fluids into the water, is to be 
fought out in the Supreme Court of this State. 


J. G. Richards, representing the Century Oil Com- 
pany, has leased about 1,0u0 acres near Hornell, 
N. Y., and a number of tests are to be made in the 
territory. Some shallow wells have been drilled 
thereabouts, but they have not been prolific produc- 
ers of oil. It is the intention of the Century com- 
pany to make deeper tests than have yet been made. 


Stockholders of the South Penn Oil Company, a 
subsidiary of the Standard Oil Company of New 
Jersey, have been called to meet in Pittsburgh, Pa., 
feb. 14, to act on a proposition to increase the 
capital stock from $12,500,000 to $20,000,000. An- 
nouncement is made that the new stock, if author- 
ized, will be distributed to stockholders through a 
60% stock dividend. 


Extensive improvements are being made by the 
Freeport Mexican Fuel Oil Company in the devel- 
ment of.the old Indian Refining Company plant on 
Mereaux plantation in St. Bernard Parish, near 
New Orleans, La. A wharf 500 feet long has been 
built and plans are under way for extending this, 
while $200,000 has been spent on machinery and 
equipment for the plant. 


Charles Bourke, secretary of the British Petro- 
leum Company, Ltd., in a statement printed in Eng- 
lish publications, emphatically denies a report to 
the effect that the company named is under German 
control. Recently the matter was under considera- 
tion in the House of Commons. The stock of the 
company has been placed with the Public. Trustee 
and the Board of Trade. 


Order has been entered by the West Virginia 
Public Service Commission granting permission to 
the Natural Gas Company of West Virginia, in 
Wheeling, to increase rates charged for its products 
there and in nearby towns. The new rates will 
range from 17 cents to 27 cents for 1,000 cubic feet 
of gas, based on the amount used, with 2% discount 
for prompt payment of bills. 

Empire Gas & Fuel Company’s reports for the six 
months ended Oct. 31 last show: Gross earnings, 
$4,880,183; operating expenses, taxes, etc., $2,007,- 
463; net profits, $2,802,720, less earnings on stocks 
of subsidiaries not owned, $115,169; net, accruing 
to Empire Gas & Fuel Co., $2,687,551, less six 


months’ interest on first mortagage and collateral 
trust 6s, $420,000; balance, $2,267,550. 

Activities of the Royal Dutch Shell interests in 
the United States indicate that this foreign con- 
cern has big plans to work out in America. It has 
large holdings in California and Oklahoma. Sale of 
74,000 shares of stock to Kuhn, Loeb & Company 
has recently attracted trade attention and it is 
understood that a stock offering amounting to 
double those figures is to be made soon. 


\California Petroleum Corporation has declared 
regular quarterly dividend of $1 a share on pre- 
ferred stock, payable Jan. 1. American Oil Fields 
Company, a subsidiary of California Petroleum, has 
declared a dividend of 54 cents a share. This divi- 
aend will aggregate about $100,000, nearly all of 
which goes into treasury of the California Petro- 
ileum Corporation, as this company owns most of the 
stock, 


Oil tank cars leased some time ago by the Frisco 
Railroad for oil shippers in the Mid-Continent re- 
gion have been turned over to the oil men to be 
aistributed as required. J. H. Dogeretf, car dis- 
tributor of the Frisco having made this disposition 
of them. The number originally leased was 750, 
but the number put in commission for the shippers 
is 600. The remaiing cars are likely to be turned 
back to their owners in the Hast. 


Glenn F. Braden, president of the Oklahoma Nat- 
ural Gas Company, has secured control of the fran- 
chises and properties of the Peoples Fuel Supply 
Company, a concern that has been operating in the 
Dilworth district of the Kay County (Okla.) field, 
buying, selling and distributing natural gas. This 
concern has gas lines to Winfield, Wellington and 
Arkansas City, Kan., and to Newkirk, Ponca City, 
Tonkawa and other towns in Northern Oklahoma. 

Fourteen years ago, Mike Holleran, of Indianapo- 
lis, Ind., drilled a well in the vicinity of kranklin, 
Ky. A dry hole resulted. Recently Holleran again 
tried his luck by drilling another well near the dry 
one. A hole was drilled in which 175 feet of flint 
had to be punctured. The work was difficult, but 
the drill kept on pounding. A 5,000,000-foot gasser 
is the result—and at this time, when gasoline from 
gas is an important commodity, Holleran feels quite 
satisfied over his second experiment. 


Useful Lives Are Ended 








George W. Rowley, aged 59 years, died at a hos- 
pital in Cadiz, O., Dec. 14. He was a prominent oil 
operator in Ohio fields. One sister survives him. 


H. W. Gartner, aged 60 years, formerly an oil 
well driller in Butler County and other Eastern 
fields, died at his home in Sewickley, Pa., Dec. 12. 
He is survived by his widow and two sisters. 


James P. McClung, aged 67 years, died at his 
home in Butler, Pa., Det. 14. He was formerly en- 
gaged in the oil business as an operator and lease 
broker. He is survived by three daughters and a 
son. 


T. A. Jones, 62 years of age, died at Nowata, 
Okla., Dec. 18. He formerly lived in Ohio and 
Pennsylvania. At Nowata he was identified with 
the gas business. His wife, two sons and two 
daughters survive. 


Robert G. Jones, aged 75 years, died suddenly at 
Pittsburgh, Pa., Dec. 14. He was a pioneer in oil- 
tank construction work in the Pennsylvania re- 
gions. For 25 years he had been in retirement from 
active business duties. His wife and two sisters 
survive. 


Bartley Brown, aged 62 years, died at his home 
in Franklin, Pa., Dec. 12. For over 35 years he had 
been in the service of the Eclipse Oil.Works at 
Franklin, a faithful competent man. Two years ago 
he retired on a pension. Five daughters and three 
sons survive. 


John Longnecker, aged 74 years, formerly. a drill- 
ing contractor, died in the Bradford (Pa) hospital 
from an attack of parlysis, Dec. 12. He was a vete- 
ran of the Civil war and had many friends in North- 
ern Pennsylvania who were greatly shocked to 
learn of his sudden death. Surviving him are his 
wife, three sons and one daughter. 

Francis H. Steel, died in his apartments at the 
Madison Hotel, Toledo, O., Dec. 15. He had been 
in failing health for about two years. Deceased was 
formerly president and manager of the Paragon Re- 
fining Company, but was forced to relinquish those 
duties about 18 months ago, owing to ill health. 
Prior to taking charge of the Paragon Company, 
Mr. Steel was engaged in the banking business in 
Franklin, Pa., and was also interested in Pennsy!- 
vania oil production. One brother, R. W. Steel, of 
Colora, Md., survives. 
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Hitch Your Power Pump to a Diesel 
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The ideal power source— 
It will run on any low grade crude— 


There is no explosion consequently 
no vibration— 


A powerful even stroke, smooth and 
unrestrained— 


This means long life and a big saving 
in upkeep— 


Intricate parts too are down to a mini- 
mum. 


A Diesel Engine outranks them 














‘ all in thermal efficiency 
This makes the Ideal 
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Oklahoma-Kansas Fields 


By H. W. WHITNEY 


WILL STIMULATE DRILLING. 





Oklahoma and Kansas operators have 
been greatly pleased over the recent mar- 
ket advances and they have already 
shown a tendency to resume operations 
on an active scale. Advances in prices 
during the past two weeks mean more to 
the producers and lease owners than any- 
thing that has happened for months. Sev- 
eral interesting strikes have also helped 
the situation. The most important de- 
velopment at the present time is con- 
fined to the vicinity of the town of Pot- 
win, in Butler County, Kansas, where a 
wildcat project is showing for some sort 
of a producer. The development below 
the line south of Tulsa, in Tulsa County, 
is also causing considerable comment and 
some creditable wells are being brought 
in each week, although the territory is 
spotted and as many dry holes as pro- 
ducing wells are completed. 

Notwithstanding the spotted nature of 
this development, the operators are pros- 
pecting in all dirctions and their efforts 
may lead up to some new discoveries. 
The recent finding of a fair-sized well to 
the northwest of Boynton may show an 
extension or possibly an entire new pool, 
and in the northeastern portion of the 
Bald Hill pool, in Okmulgee County, the 
chances are bright for the extension of 
the new devolpment opened there several 
weeks ago by the Stansburg well in Sec- 
tion 2-15-14, which showed for 300 bbls. 
Blackwell, in northern Kay County, sup- 
plied a’® good-sized producer, although it 
fell off rapidly after a few days’ regular 
flowing. Many other. wildcat tests 
throughout the State have been showing 
some indications of oil or gas. 

Better market conditions will serve to 
stimulate wildcat activity and new pools 
may be opened, although it. takes time 
and money to locate them. The western 
portion of the State looks especially prom- 
ising, although there are possibilities of 
finding something new to the south, and 
on the other hand, any of the old pools 
may show new extensions or a deeper 
formation. In many of the pools in the 
eastern portion of Oklahoma the wells are 
found at shallow depths and deeper tests 
may result in better wells in lower sands. 
The shallow-sand districts of Nowata 
County are also picking up since the re- 
cent advances in the price of oil. In 
Kansas, around Montgomery County, work 
is also showing increased activity and 
operations will resume their normal speed 
before many more weeks. 

That a better market is forthcoming 
there seems to be but little doubt, as 
there is nothing in sight at the present 
time that has the appearance of a large 
pool. The Garfield County district in Ok- 
lahoma looks like a small area, but it is 
too early to know what it will amount 
to and only additional testing will con- 
demn or define its limits. The Augusta 
pool, in Butler County, Kansas, has been 
showing a decreased production lately and 
has fallen off to less than 40,000 bbls. The 
El Dorado pool, in the same county, is 
just about holding its own, with very lit- 
tle chance of an increase in production. 
The older pools in Oklahoma have not 
been showing anything out of the or- 
dinary, although an occasional good well 


has been developed. South of Okmulgee, 
the Lake Park addition has developed 
some good wells, but of late it has not 
been furnishing them with the usual reg- 
ularity. 

Wildcat Strike at Potwin. 

Operators are still interested in the test 
of Wallace & Mason on the Joseph farm 
in Section 36-24-38 near Potwin, in Butler 
County, Kansas, and all are anxiously 
awaiting the outcome of this important 
test, which is 15 miles to the northwest 
of the nearest production at El Dorado. 
It will be remembered that 10 days ago 
a sand was struck at 2,654 feet, and after 
being drilled into two feet there was a 
showing of oil, and at the present time 
the hole is filled with fluid. This well, 
while its caliber is still unknown, looks 
like a good producer, going on the show- 
ing of the wells in the El Dorado pool, 
which do not flow but slop over. Wells 
of this kind have made as high as 800 
bbls. at El Dorado, there being no gas to 
flow the oil. 

With the advent of this new test, lease 
trading has been of great interest and 
some fancy prices have been paid during 
the past week. It is reported that Wal- 
lace & Mason have been offered $1,000,000 
for their holdings, but they are holding 
off for twice this sum, believing that they 
are over a large pool. Right after the 
showing was found, the above parties 
paid $30,000 for a 160-acre tract lying 
close to the well. When acreage around 
this test was offered for sale before drill- 
ing started, very few companies thought 
enough of it to get protection, and it was 
after the test had reached some depth 
that some of the large companies invested 
a small sum to get in close. They did 
not think the country looked very likely. 

It was reported by the owners at the 
time the test was started that the well 
was being drilled on a structure, but it 
had never been worked as far as can be 
learned before the showing of oil was 
struck. Geologists who have surveyed it 
since the strike have come to the con- 
clusion that the well is on a terrace and 
not a structure. This being the case, it 
may be a freak, or may be the forerunner 
of a new and productive pool. After some 

the companies’ geologists had reported 
this terrace, they became disinterested 
and will await further developments be- 
fore investing. Prices for close-in stuff 
range from $100 to $300 an acre for land 
that could have been purchased for $10 
an acre one month ago. 

One of the largest purchases has been 
520 acres secured by the Ohio Oil Co. for 
a consideration of $100,000, the acreage 
lying north of the well a short distance. 
The same company secured a lease on 
the James Porch farm, the east half of 
Section 32 and the west half of Section 
33-24-4, paying $300 per acre bonus, and 
they have made a location for a deep test 
to be started at once. In Section 7, the 
Peerless Oil Co. has made a location and 
will start drilling at once. It will not be 
a long time until the land around the 
Joseph lease will be dotted with rigs. W. 
G. Skelly, the Mc-Man Oil Co. and many 
others have paid from $100 to $300 an 
acre. One-half mile north of the well, the 
Southwestern Petroleum Co. paid $100 an 





acre for a 10-acre lease. 


A mile southwest of the discovery well, 
W. H. McCraner, of El Dorado, has leased 
200 acres in Section 36-24-4 for $25,000 
cash and $75,000 in oil. Joseph King has 
leased 160 acres of his 2,220-acre ranch, 
five miles north of the producer, for $20 
an aere. 

At the present time the big casing is 
being pulled and there will be no deeper 
drilling done on the Joseph test, but as 
soon as tankage is provided the hole will 
be swabbed. A location has been made 
for No. 2 and material is on the ground 
for the rig. The finding of oil in this lo- 
cality will stimulate operations in other 
portions of Kansas, where the drill has 
slacked up to some extent since the many 
tests drilling in virgin territory have 
failed to develop anything of an encour- 
aging nature. 


Good Wells Attract Operators. 


Interest. in Okmulgee County, Okla- 
homa, continues to be keen and with the 
coming of better weather operations will 
show an increase. This county is one of 
the most erratic in the Mid-Continent 
field, but can always be counted on to 
show something interesting from time to 
time. It has developed some of the best 
producers in the State, and while many 
4iusters have been drilled, the acreage is 
always in demand. The snowstorm of the 
past week has hindered operations to no 
little extent, as the leases are not gener- 
ally fitted up for protection against 
storms. 

The leading point of interest in Okmul- 
gee County -is centered in the northeast- 
ern part of the Bald Hill pool, where 
Stansbury et al., in Section 2-15-14, com- 
pleted a good well several weeks ago. 
This well is one of the most important 
completions of the year in this county 
and it looks like the lead for a new pool. 
It is making at the rate of 300 bbls. daily 
and has been only partially cleaned out. 
It was drilled only a few feet into the 
sand, and if deeper drilling is done and 
the hole properly cleaned out, this well 
would probably have a larger production. 
For the present it will be allowed to re- 
main in its present condition. 

Dividing interest with the above well, 
two others in western Muskogee County 
are getting their share of attention. One 
is the initial test of the Oklahoma Con- 
solidated Petroleum Co. on the Z. Frank- 
lin farm in Section 7-14-16 in the north- 
western portion of the Boynton pool. It 
is rated good for 125 bbls. and opens a 
new area in this very erratic district. 
Some months ago the Cosden Oil & Gas 
Co. drilled in a small pumper in this sec- 
tion, but later operations failed to show 
anything to warrant a new pool, but the 
late strike has changed the outlook. 

East of the Boynton pool, in the north 
half of the southwest of Section 18-14-15, 
Coyle, Smith et al. have a test that is 
showing for 200 bbls. daily in 93 feet of 
pay sand, there being 183 feet of sand in 
all. This is the sixth test that has been 
drilled on this farm, the first five proving 
failures, once again showing that a dry 
hole defines but a small area. 

In the southern part of the Boynton 
pool the Lochel Oil & Gas Co., in the 
northeast of the southeast of the south- 
east of the southeast of Section 28-14-16, 
has a showing for a good well. The top 
of the sand was struck at 1,695 feet and 
with the bit only a few feet in the pay 
formation the well made several flows, 15 
minutes apart. Underreaming is in prog- 
ress at this time and the actual worth of 
the well will not be known for several 





days. At the time the sand was struck 








there was 500 feet of water in the hole 
and this is now being shut off. 

South of Okmulgee, in Section 19-13-13, 
Kimbley and associates, in a third test on 
the Buckley farm, have a dry hole at 
2,110 feet. In Section 18-13-12 on the John 
Williams farm, the same parties have a 
failure at 2,650 feet. No. 1 Joe Hayne, 
in Section 11-13-12, belonging to Wighton 
et al., is a 15,000,000-foot gas well. 

With the Wildcatter. 


With the increased market, work of the 
wildcatter is progressing rapidly in the 
Oklahoma field. For many months pros- 
pective locations have been staked out, 
but the producer was urwilling to spend 
his good money with the chances against 
him and a low market staring him in the 
face. Experimental work during the past 
few years in the Oklahoma field has not 
proven very satisfactory and it would be 
conservative to say that 80% of the tests 
in virgin territory that were drilled on 
structure have been barren and 98% that 
had been drilled, otherwise have failed to 
develop anything. This shows what the 
average producer is up against when he 
starts a test in advance of a proven area. 

This year has proven fairly interesting 
at times by many reported wildcat strikes, 
but the only one that has really shown up 
well is the well of the Sinclair Oil & Re- 
fining Co., in the northeast of the 
northeast of Section 25-22-4 west, on the 
Hoy farm, which struck a new and pro- 
ductive sand at 1,130 feet. After several 
months it is making 90 bbls. This well 
is 30 miles from the nearest production, 
which is in Kay County. With increased 
credit balance quotations, work of this 
sort is now on the increase and some in- 
teresting strikes are looked for ere the 
passing of another year. 

One of the most important tests in the 
State that is showing oil is that of the 
Gypsy Oil Co. on the Johnson Love farm 
in Section 15-14-7, south of Depew, in 
Creek County. For the past 10 days this 
test has been shut down at 3,000 feet on 
top of the sand waiting for various re- 
pairs about the rig. During the last of 
the week the casing was landed within 
80 feet of the bottom and the hole is be- 
ing cleaned. There are 300 feet of oil in 
the hole, there being a showing of oil and 
gas at 2,700 feet. Deeper drilling will 
progress at once and the result will be 
known within the next few days. 

For some time it has been the concen- 
sus of opinion that this portion of Creek 
County was productive in oil. Many tests 
have been drilled, but gas has been the 
only product found in paying quantities, 
with one exception, which was a very 
small pumper. With the general activity 
that is now under way near Depew and 
Bristow, it may be that an extension will 
be found to the Shamrock pool, despite 
the many dusters in the intervening ter- 
ritory. Some time the producers who 
have invested their money in this locality 
will be rewarded. J 

In the Garber district, in Garfield Coun- 
ty, nothing has developed during the past 
few days with the exception of a show- 
ing of oil in the best being drilled by 
Chamberlin et al. in the southeast cor- 
ner of the southwest quarter of Section 
24-22-4 west. A 2,000,000-cubic foot gasser 
was struck at 882 feet, but the well was 
drilled deeper and at a depth of 1,115 feet 
an oil sand was struck and the well may 
prove a good producer. The well is at 
present shut down preparatory to setting 
the 10-inch casing. This test is one-half 
mile west of the Hoy producer and found 
the sand at the sanmte depth, which makes 
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the development in that direction look 
very promising. In the southeast corner 
of the same section, the Sinclair Oil & 
Gas Co., on the Walker farm, is casing 
with 5 3-16-inch pipe and should be due 
next week. There was a rainbow of oil at 
1,075 feet. 

At Ada, in Pontotoc County, the test 
of Sullivan et al. in Section 30-3-6 is idle 
at 1,700 feet and will likely be abandoned 
at that depth. In the northwest corner of 
Section 19-3-9, the Prairie Oil & Gas Co. 
is 2,400 feet deep and nothing showing. 

South of Homer, in Carter County, the 
test of the Louisiana Oil Co., in Section 
7-2-2, has been put on the beam and is 
pumping 10 bbls. Nothing new has devel- 
oped from ‘the other wildcat tests scat- 
tered over Carter County. 

By the prices that are being asked for 
leases in the vicinity of the Oklahoma- 
Star Oil Co. test in Section 32-6-9, near 
Cement, in Caddo County, it looks as if 
the lease owners thought that a paying 
well has been found. At the present time 
the test remains idle at 1,512 feet, where 
a showing of oil was struck a few weeks 
ago. There are 300 feet of fluid in the 
hole and the test will not be drilled in 
until tankage is provided. It looks as if 
it might develop into a paying proposi- 
tion. There was a shallow-sand showing 
some time back, but little attention had 
been paid to this portion of the country. 

A mile or two in advance of the Cement 
well as much as $30 per acre is being 
asked, but nobody has paid that price as 
yet, rather awaiting the completion of 
this wildcat and then paying the price 
if it is worth it. New work is being 
started around this test and during the 
past month leasers have been busy around 
Lookeba and Binger, in the northern por- 
tion of the State, where two tests are 
now starting and another contemplated. 
Nearly all of the large companies have 
taken up acreage in that vicinity and 
further prospecting can be looked for. 

In Coal County, near Centrahoma, the 
Lucilene Oil Co. has abandoned its test 
at 3,680 feet. So far, Coal County has 
failed to enter the oil-producing class. 

Oil Beneath the Lime. 

One of the most interesting develop- 
ments that is now attracting attention is 
that south of Tulsa, in Tulsa County, in 
Township 17, Ranges 13 and 14, where 
some good wells have been developed the 
past few months. This area was rated 
as in the has-been class, as nearly all the 
leases were in the pumping class and had 
been for some time. Then a deep test 
was started which picked up a sand be- 
low the lime, and since then some good 
wells have been developed. This sand is 
struck at approximately 1,310 feet and 
there is generally 40 feet of pay. It is a 
compact sand and is shot. The oil tests 
38 gravity and comes from a light-colored 
sand, which has the appearance of a 
water formation. The development in 
Range 13 practically covers Sections 21, 
22, 28 and 29. This is where the best wells 
are developed. The pool is completely 
surrounded by dry holes that were drilled 
some time ago. It is a rich little pool, 
but treacherous, as a small pumper or a 
duster may offset a good producer. The 
sand in this vicinity is struck from 1,635 
to 1,740 feet, according to elevation. 

Even more interesting than the devel- 
opment in Range 12 is that in Township 
17, Range 14. Over three years ago the 
Wicey pool was developed in Township 
16, Range 13, and operations extended into 
the township to the north, but nothing 
was developed and it was passed up as 
unlikely territory. At that time there 
was no inclination on the part of any one 
to go three miles to the north of the 
Wicey pool and pick up this little pool, 
which is now producing such good wells. 
The sand in the Bixby district was un- 
covered at 1,650 feet, while the present 
development is producing its oil from the 
1,310-foot formation. Before the first well 





was found that created the present ac- 
tivity, there were five dusters completed 
in this locality. However, in the past six 
months a pool of much importance has 
been opened in the midst of these dry 
holes, which goes to show that this re- 
gion is very spotted and that there are 
possibilities of more pools being opened 
in that same locality, where’ at present 
there are other dry holes. The oil is be- 
ing handled by the Cosden Pipe Line Co., 
The Texas Co., the Prairie Pipe Line Co. 
and the Sinclair Oil & Refining Co. 

To show the erratic nature of the pool, 
a few interesting tests are shown for ex- 
ample. No. 4 of the Carter Oil Co., on 
the England farm, in the northwest of the 
northwest of Section 34-17-14, for in- 
stance, came in at 200 bbls. and was al- 
lowed to stand for a week and then shot 
with 140 quarts and started off with a 
production of 840 bbls. It was located be- 
tween two dry holes. No. 4 made only 75 
bbls. In Section 36, Redd Bros. et al. got 
a dry hole at 1,205 feet in No. 4 Collins 
farm, offsetting a 50-bbl. pumper of the 
Cosden Oil & Gas Co. at 1,200 feet. This 
well was later abandoned on account of 
trouble with the shot, which jammed the 
casing. The machine has been moved 30 
feet south and a new test has been start- 
ed. A well in the center of the east line 
of the northwest quarter of the north- 
west quarter of Section 23 came in good 
for 200 bbls. at 1,340 feet and after drill- 
ing 15 feet into the sand the production 
was increased 40 bbls. 

During the week some interesting com- 
pletions were reported from this dis- 
trict, which is known as the Leonard 
pool. In Section 34 the Duquesne Oil Co.’s 
No. 4 Tecumseh is dry at 1,431 feet. No. 
17 Brown of the Cosden Oil & Gas Co., 
Section 33, is showing for a 50-bbl. pump- 
er after a shot. In the same section the 
Caney River Gas Co., in an initial test on 
the Bunger farm, has a 200-bbl. producer 
at 1,355 feet. 

In the pool in Township 17, Range 13, 
where the oil is being produced below the 
lime, good wells continue to be struck. 
In Section 21-17-13, the Cosden Oil & Gas 
Co.’s No. 2 Sanger is good for 100 bbls. 
The top of the sand was struck at 1,643 
feet and continued for 31 feet. No. 4 
made 150 bbls. at 1,650 feet with 10 feet 
of sand. No. 3 is of like size. In Sec- 
tion 16 the Nickle Oil Co., in No. 2 M. 
Tiger farm, is a 45-bbl. pumper at 10 feet 
in the sand, the top being struck at 1,635 
feet. Rogers et al. have a 100-bbl. well 
in a third test on ‘the Bunger farm at 
1,660 feet. In Section 29, the Tuxedo Oil 
Co. has a 75-bbl. well in No. 3 Bigpond. 
The sand was struck from 1,680 feet to 
1,735 feet. In the same section, No. 4 
Tate, of F. B. Ufer, is a 100-bbl. well at 
1,740 feet. At present there are 51 drilling 
wells and rigs in this pool. In Section 
8-16-13, there is also considerable work 
being done and seven strings are now pro- 
gressing to the sand. This development 
is a south extension to the Wicey pool, 
and despite the fact that these two de- 
velopments are separated by dry holes, 
the prospectors are confident that they 
will pick up a sand which will connect 
the two pools. 

Near Hominy, in the Osage, the Tidal 
Oil Co.’s Kennedy & Springer No. 15, in 
the northwest of the southwest of Section 
9-23-8, is showing for 300 bbls: on initial 
attempt. This pool has proven excep- 
tionally rich and the pipe line of the 
Tidal Oil Co. has been completed and the 
output is now being handled. The above 
parties have 4,800 acres of leases in this 
locality and are due to make a “clean- 
ing.”’ 

In the Blackwell pool, in northern Kay 
County, the Duluth-Oklahoma Oil Co.’s 
No. 3 on the Wolfe farm, in Section 6- 
28-1 east, which started off at a 4,000-bbl. 
gait, after being drilled deeper the previ- 
ous week, has dropped off to 1,600 bbls. 
This has been one of the great faults of 





the wells in this deep pool. The recent 
strike of a 2,000-foot well, which showed 
for a small pumper, has attracted a great 
deal of attention, as heretofore the only 
pay sand has been at 3,300 feet. 

EI! Dorado and Augusta. 

Another large deal has been consum- 
mated in the El Dorado pool, in Butler 
County, Kansas, with the taking over of 
the Derby Oil Co.’s interest by the Car- 
ter Oil Co. for a reported consideration 
of $1,300,000. There is approximately 2,000 
bbls. daily production from the Wilson 
lease in Sections 22 and 27-25-5, consist- 
ing of 240 acres. The deal included other 
acreage scattered in Cowley, Butler and 
Greenwood Counties, the total amounting 
to 2,000 acres. This lease is on the east- 
ern portion of the El Dorado pool and is 
a good one. 

It was reported during the week that 
Bastern parties had offered $1,200,000 for 
the holdings of the Tulhoma Oil Co. on 
the Dillenbeck farm in Section 35-25-4, 
which showed a western extension to the 
pool. One-half interest of this is held by 
the Southwestern Petroleum Co. As far 
as the well is concerned no one knows 
how good it is, but it is the general opin- 
ion that it will make 200 bbls., although 
some of the adjoining leaseholders state 
that it looks good for 400 bbls. This test 
was tubed with 3-inch on Saturday and 
the caliber of the well will be known 
shortly. The only important completion 
of the week was the Forster Oil Co.’s No. 
2 in Section 30-26-5, which started off at 
the rate of 1,000 bbls. in the 2,465-foot 
sand. Two other locations have been 
made by the Tuloma Oil Co. and with the 
other tests that are starting in this sec- 
tion it will soon be known if any other 
extensions are in store for the producers. 


Shallow-sand completions continue to | 08a 


come in fairly large numbers, but the 
pumpers do not average more than 25 
bbls. on the jack. The deep-sand wells 
have been slow in completion and several 
are due within the next few days. 

At Augusta, good wells continue to be 
completed and stlll the production de- 
clines. The head is off and this is caus- 
ing a depreciation in the daily output 
from week to week, and while the new 
production is large, it is not sufficient to 
offset the decline in the old producers. 
At the present time a conservative esti- 
mate of the production of the pool places 
it at 36,000 bbls. daily. Two months ago 
the potention production was estimated 
at 90,000 bbls. daily. 

In the south pool, the Empire Gas & 
Fuel Co. has completed No. 2 King in 
Section 2-28-4, good for 400 bbls. No. 3 
Brant, in the same Section started at 350 
bbls. No. 4 is showing equally as well. 
In Section 16-28-4, No. 9 Brown is a 200- 
bbl. well. No. 8 Varner, in the same sec 
tion, is good for 175 bbls. No. 8 Smith is 
good for 200 bbls.; it is in Section 21-28-4. 
In the pool west of town, Mc-Man Oil Co. 
finished No. 9 Foster, good for 800 bbls. 
No. 4 Loomis, Section 15-27-4, of the Cos- 
den Oil & Gas Co. is a 100-bbl. well. In 
Section 15-28-4, on the Brown farm the 
Monitor Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 11 is good 
for 200 bbls. 

Developments at Shamrock. 

In the Shamrock pool completions of 
any large size have been few and far be- 
tween during the past few weeks and the 
daily output continues to decline and the 
pool is now credited with 42,120 bbls. 
daily and when added with 45,000 bbls. 
produced at Cushing it gives that portion 
of Creek County a daily output of 87,120 
bbls. For several months there have 
been no extensions to the Shamrock pool 
and it is not likely that there will be. It 
may be that a deeper sand will produce, 
but so far the Tucker stratum has failed 
to show up as well as it did in the north- 
ern Cushing pool. Completions of the 
week were of the usual size, with the 
exception of the Cosden Oil & Gas Co. No. 
6 on the Sam Sawyer farm in the south- 





east of the northeast of the northeast 
quarter of Section 27-17-7, which is credit- 
ed with an initial production of 1,200 bbls. 
This same company drilled in two other 
wells on the same lease, Nos. 9 and 11, 
the former being good for 200 bbls. and 
the other 250 bbls. The Sinclair Oil & 
Refining Co. got two small producers on 
the Keyes farm, Section 28-17-17, Nos. 29 
and 30 good for 65 bbls. and 30 bbls. re- 
spectively. The Kanola Oil Co.’s No. 5 
Tallamassee allotment, in the northwest 
of the northeast quarter of Section 3-16- 
17 is flowing 450 bbls. This is the best 
well finished in the south pool in several 
weeks. The Carter Oil Co. has a 400-bbl. 
starter in No. 6 on the Davis farm in 
Section 28-17-7 and in Section 10-16-7, 
C. B. Shaffer has completed a 75-bbl. well 
in No. 1 Chastain. In Section 4-16-7, the 
Prairie Oil & Gas Co. finished two wells 
on the Banrett farm, Nos 4 and 18, both 
being good for 50 bbls. daily. The Ber- 
mont Oil Co. got 75 bbls. of production 
in No. 23 Scott in the southwest of the 
northwest quarter of Section 4-16-7. In 
Section 33-17-7 No. 2 Dunston of the Sin- 
clair Oil & Refining Co. is a 150-bbl. well 
No. 29 is good for 50 bbls. 
November’s Daily Production. 

District. Bbl 
Cherokee Deep Sand— 

Bartlesville 

Bird Creek 

Collinsville-Vera 

Copan-Wann 

Hogshooter 





TORRE 8 ois he civics bes c'e be gue 19,930 
clerenee Shallow Sand— bd 
Delaware 
Chelsea 
Inola 
Nowata 

















WRU 6 oh ava eieiinne oa tile eds bap seGaw es 
Cleveland 
Creek Nation— 
Bald Bill... js es cccccccccwees 6,000 
Bixby-Leonard .......-++eee0% 7,500 
Boynton and Cole......++e++. 4,500 
Glenn POO] .....-cceccsevcers 17,000 
Hamilton .....ccccccscccceses 325 
Henryetta .....cccsccvcvccsets 150 
Kellyville occ cccscccvvccccee 550 
Lost Cl: 2. cc decccccecsvccesa 800 
PR ORGENS ica -s's:0's win. vo a goo ee ct 2,720 
MuSkKoZee .....-ceeececccceece 600 
Mounds |... .sccsccccccceccccs 1,000 
Perryman .....cecccccceseses 725 
Schulter.......cccvccscccvsvce 650 
Stone Bluff .....cccccvccccces ,200 
Tiger Flats ...cccccsccsececes 1,300 
Total 6... veces sccvcscvess 47,020 
Kay oo 
Newkirk ... 590 
Ponca City . 
Blackwell 
TOGO bake iis cieb a bye o's 6:00 6.6 90 4,540 
eee chro re Pea 63,300 
EMWtOD ciice cds cco vocscenesctessuess 45 
STEELER REEL 76,400 
Total Oklahoma and Kansas....... 346,725 


ENGINEERING CO.’S PRESIDENT. 


H. D. Hilderbrand, president of the 
Hope Engineering & Supply Co., was in 
town on Tuesday from Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Mr. Hilderbrand states that his company’s 
business has expanded to a marked de- 
gree during the past six months. He 
recently closed a contract with the Em- 
pire Gas & Fuel Co. for an 8-inch oil line 
from Augusta, Kan., to Ponca City, Okla., 
and his company is now engaged on 
numerous contracts for gasoline plants in 
the various fields. 


TO ENTERTAIN STATE OFFICIALS. 


The Tulsa City Club will entertain Gov- 
ernor Williams, State Senators and Rep- 
resentatives, at the Hotel Tulsa, on Sat- 
urday of this week. At 12:15 p. m. there 
will be a luncheon, followed by an auto- 
mobile ride over the city. The various 
business interests of the city have been 
invited to have representatives present. 











OFFICERS 
IRECTORS 
wpBrown Pratt, = LHE UNION NATIONAL BANK _,,.,,..2m 
C.F. HOPKINS, Active Vice-Pres , W. EB. BROWN C. F. HOPKINS 
L. B. JACKSON, Vice-President CAPITAL AND SURPLUS $330,000. Fe ee eae tee 
H. H. BERD, TR ‘Vice-President H. H. ROGERS R. L. DAVIDSON 
H. W. WALL, Ass’t Cashier TULSA’S NEWEST BANK Baitire B. JACKSON J. B. WILSON 
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The National New Style Sucker Rod 


Elevator 





This elevator is an improvement over the old 
style elevator with swivel and projecting finger. 
It has no finger, for none is necessary when 
swivel sucker rod hook is used. It has no pro- 
jections or sharp corners to catch. 


Instead of the long finger on the old style 
elevator, this elevator has a shoulder or keeper 
on inside of trunnion bearing to keep the rod 


from slipping out of the hook. Hook turns 
in a trunnion bearing and is easily adjusted to 
the rod. 


It isa solid and safe elevator, made from steel 
castings in twosizes, as follows: Heavy, to take 
the place of the 20 and 30 pound and Extra 
Heavy to take the place of the 45 pound old 
style elevators. 


The National Supply Company et 





IN OKLAHOMA—Tulsa, Okmulgee, 

Cleveland, Bartlesville, Dewey, 
Morris, Chelsea, New Wilson, 
Drumright, Nowata, Delaware, 
Cushing, Blackwell. 


Headquarters, INDEPENDENCE, KANS. 


Shreveport. 


BRANCHES 


IN KANSAS—Sedan, Chanute, In- 
dependence, Peru, Chautauqua, 
Augusta, El Dorado. 


IN LOUISIANA—Lewis, Crichton, 





IN TEXAS—Houston, Beaumont, 
Sour Lake, Thrall, Humble, Blec- 
tra, Wichita Falls. 


IN. WYOMING—Casper, Basin. 
IN MONTANA—Billings. 


Southwestern office, HOUSTON, TEX. 


EXPORT INQUIRIES SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE NATIONAL SUPPLY COMPANY, FOREIGN SALES DEPT., PITTSBURGH, PA. 
































AJAX DRILLING ENGINES 


Over 14,000 have been built; they are 
the acknowledged leader in all the oil 
fields of the world. 


THE AJAX IRON WORKS 
CORRY, PA. 


THE NATIONAL SUPPLY CO. of Kansas, Exciusive Saies Agents 
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Gulf Coast Oil Operations 


By P. L. McGREAL 


CONTRACTS FOR NEXT YEAR. 





HOUSTON, Tex., Dec. 18.—An advance 
of 15 cents in posted prices, or credit bal- 
ance quotations, by the Texas, Gulf and 
Sun pipe line companies, created a more 
optimistic feeling among Gulf Coast op- 
erators, and the feeling is general that 
contract figures for 1917 will be on the 
same basis as those of the present year, 
viz: $1 and $1.05 for Humble production 
and $1.15 for Sour Lake, Saratoga and 
Batson, with $1 the ruling figure in the 
other pools. One contrdct has been made 
in the Goose Creek pool at $1.05 per bar- 
rel for next year, and it is probable that 
this will be the prevailing contract figure 
in that pool. A meeting of the Gulf 
Coast Oil Producers’ Association will be 
held in Houston on Wednesday, Jan. 3, 
1917, and in a circular letter to members 
of the association announcing the date for 
the meeting they are urged by the of- 
ficers of the association not to Sell or 
contract with the pipe line companies 
until after the meeting. In a previous 
circular to the members, W. S. Farish, 
the president of the association, gave a 
number of reasons why the members 
should hold off for higher contract quo- 
tations for 1917. 

Operators assert that the advance in 
the cost of drilling equipment makes it 
imperative that they should receive a 
higher price for their product. They also 
claim that the crude should not be listed 
in the fuel-oil class and point out its 
lubricating qualities. The pipe line com- 
panies say they have no desire to antag- 
onize the producer and wish for harmoni- 
ous business relations and are willing to 
pay what the market justifies. It is the 
consensus of opinion that contracts will 
be renewed at near the present prices. 


The daily average ouput of the Coastal 
pools dropped to 56,875 bbls. during the 
week and it is probable that a further 
decline will be noted next week unless 
some big wells should be developed. The 
Sour Lake pool retains its leadership in 
the matter of output, a position which it 
assumed last week by the bringing in of 
the big well of the Gulf-Humble Co. on 
the Hardin tract. This well is still flow- 
ing about 8,000 bbls. a day, making it 
one of the best gushers developed in the 
Coastal region in three years. The daily 
average of the pool is around 21,000 bbls.; 
Humble ranks next in order with a daily 
average for the week of 19,600 bbls. The 
Goose Creek pool is putting out about 
4,500 bbls. a day; Vinton, 3,400 bblis.; Ed- 
gerly, 3,400 bbis.; Baston, 1,650 bbls.; 
Saratoga, 2,000 bblis., and Spindletop, 900 
bbls. The Jennings pool averages 1,800 
bbls. for the week. The new posted credit 
balance quotations are as follows: Sour 
Lake, 80 cents; Humble, 80 cents; Sara- 
toga, 80 cents; Spindletop, 80 cents; Bat- 
son, 80 cents; Edgerly, 80 cents; Vinton, 
80 cents; Jennings, 80 cents; Goose Creek, 
80 cents; Markham, 65 cents. The latter 
pool is the only one not participating in 
the advance. Corsicana heavy is quoted 
at 50 cents and Thrall at $1.20 per bbl. 


Late Completions. 


The Humble pool furnished the best 
well of the week in the Sun Co.’s No. 17 
River, which was completed at 3,125 feet, 
and started flowing 2,500 bbls. a day. It 
was brought in early in the week and is 
now flowing by heads and making about 
1,000 bbls. a day. The Producers Oil Co. 
has a 10-bbl. pumper in No. 35 Hermann 
in the same pool, completed at 1,175 feet. 
The Humble-Texas Oil .Co. tested No. 2 
on the Morris at 3,325 feet and developed 
salt water. It will be deepened. The 
Travis Oil Co. has abandoned No. 1 
Bender at 2,215 feet. Work on this hole 
has been suspended for some time. In 
the Sour Lake pool, the Lake Graham Oil 
Co.’s No. 6 Bashara is good for 20 bbls. 
on the beam, being completed at 2,250 
feet. Simms et al.’s No. 2 fee is a salt- 
water well at 2,750 feet and will prob- 
ably be drilled deeper. The test of the 
Producers Oil Co. on the Ashe, east of 
the marsh, which came in last week flew- 
ing 400 bbls. a day, has gone to water. 
The test caused considerable activity in 
the pool on account of the fact that it 
extended the producing limits about 2,000 
feet to the east, and its going to water 
is a great disappointment to those oper- 
ators who got in on acreage in that direc- 
tion. The company will pull the screen 
and drill the hole deeper. In the Goose 


Creek pool, the Humble Oil Co.’s No. 2 


Tabb, which blew out gas and ignited 
three weeks ago, is now flowing about 





1,000 bbls. of oil a day. The Gulf Pro- 
duction Co.’s No. 2 Galliard is flowing 
about 350 bbls. a day. ‘The two comple- 
tions to the west, recorded last week, do 
not look very favorable for that side of 
the pool. The Empire Oil & Fuel Co.’s 
No. 1 Adye is making about 150 bbls. of 
oil and about three times that amount 
of water. The Producers Oil Co. is pull- 
ing the strainer from No. 1 Isenhour, also 
on the west side of the pool, and’ will 
drill it deeper from 2,285 feet. Staiti et 
al.’s No. 1 Duke shows water around 3,000 
feet. In the Batson pool, the Batson-Mil- 
home Oil Co. has a 50-bbl. pumper in No. 
44 Milhome at 745 feet. The Vinton pool 
comes to the front with a 2,000-bbl.- well 
in No. 7 Harmony of the Vinton Petro- 
leum Co. The well was completed and 
strainer set at 2,580 feet. It is located 
in the southeastern end of the pool and 
is about 250 feet in advance of produc- 
tion, not a great distance as oil fields go, 
but important in the Coastal pools. The 
well flowed for about 12 hours and then 
sanded up. It was cleaned and resumed 
flowing, coming back at a rate of 1,500 
bbls. a day, but making about 10% water 
and sediment. 


Field Operations. 


The Producers Oil Co. is rigging to 
start No. 2 Ashe in the Sour Lake pool, 
the derrick being about 200 feet east of 
No. 1 Ashe, the well that went to water. 
This company also is rigged to start No. 
287. The Gulf Production Co-Humble Oil 
Co. is starting No. 15 on the Hardin, the 
location being about 250 feet south from 
the big gusher on this tract. They are 
also preparing to offset the Producers 
Oil Co.’s No. 285 fee, which came in last 
week flowing 1,500 bbls. a day. This well 
is near the north boundary of the fee land 
of the company, the Hardin tract being 
on the north side of the road that marks 
the line between the Producers Oil Co.’s 
1,000-acre fee piece and the Hardin. About 
1,000 feet north from the big well of the 
Gulf-Humble Co. is the drilling test of 
Houston’s Texas Petroleum Co. It is drill- 
ing around 2,985 feet and a test will be 
made somewhere around this depth. The 
location makes the test important and it 
is being closely watched by operators. 
The Holt Oil Co. is getting ready to set 
strainer and test No. 1 Franco-American 
at 1,925 feet. The Tarver Oil Co. is rig- 
ging for No. 29 Hardin, the derrick be- 
ing about 250 feet east from the west line 
of the lease. The Humble Oil Co. is side- 
tracking No. 1 Fachermann at 3,200 feet 
and Thompson & Young are setting 
strainer in No. 1 Merchant at 2,910 feet 
for a test. They have a showing of light- 
gravity oil at that depth. Farish et al.’s 
No. 2 Carpenter is drilling at 2,985 feet. 
The Crosbie Oil Co. “is fishing for pipe 
stuck in the hole in No. 4 Merchant be- 
low 3,500 feet, and Simms et al.’s No. 3 
fee is drilling at 1,700 feet. The Boston- 
Texas Oil Co. is fishing for pipe twisted 
off below 3,600 feet in No. 3, Acre 11, and 
building a standard rig over No. 2 Gil- 
bert to put it on the pump. The Yount- 
Lee Oil Co. is drilling No. 1 Lynn at 1,650 
feet and working over No. 4 Lynn. The 
Lake Oil Co. is drilling No. 12 Herbert at 
1,645 feet and drilling No. 6. Herbert 
deeper at 2,615 feet. The company is 
also working over and drilling deeper two 
other old holes on the Bashara. 

Goose Creek and Humble. 

Eastern parties are negotiating for a 
51% interest in the leases of the Ameri- 
ean Production Co. in the Goose Creek 
pool. The price is reported as $250,000, 
and it is said that the Doherty interests 
are the prospective buyers. This is the 
company that brought in the big well 
on the Galliard late last August, which 
caused the present activity in the pool. 
The company holds leases on about 710 
acres in the pool, some of which is sub- 
merged land. The company has been 
handicapped for cash since the original 
gusher went “dead.” It assumed heavy 
drilling obligations in order to hold the 
leases in the pool. The Gulf Production 
Co. has bought a one-half interest in the 
lease of the Great Southern Oil Co. on 
the Galliard, the consideration being un- 
known. The Gulf Co. has the largest in- 
terest of any of the companies operating 
in the pool, with Simms et al. a close 
second. The Gulf Co. is running 11 rigs 
in the pool and the Simms interests have 
seven going at this time. The Houston 
Oil Fields Association is drilling No. 1 
Scott around 1,700 feet. The Magnolia 
Petroleum Co. is below 2,700 feet in No. 
1 Duke. Simms et al.’s No. 1 Galliard 
showed water when bailed at 2,100 feet 





and will be deepened. The Goose Creek 
Petroleum Co. is preparing to test No. 1 
Galliard at the same depth, while Meyers 
et al.’s No. 2 Schilling showed water at 
2,300 feet. The packer will be re-set and 
another test made. It shows lots of gas. 
The Gulf Coast Oil Corporation is setting 
8-inch in No. 3 Galliard at 2,000 feet. 
Over on the east side of the pool Simms 
et al. are drilling No. 1 Ashabel Smith 
arotind 3,500 feet, with a derrick up for 
No. 2. The Houston Deep Well Co.’s No. 
5 Galliard is drilling around 2,000 feet and 
No. 6 is below 1,650 feet. The Houston- 
Goose Creek Oil Co.’s No. 1 Demerritt is 
drilling around 2,100 feet. Bennett et al.’s 
No. 1 McKay is at 2,400 feet. Rucker et 
al.’s No. 1 Townsite is drilling at 2,300 
feet and No. 1 Smith at 2,000 feet. They 
are rigging up for No. 1 Schilling and 
No. 1 McFarland. The Trinity Oil & Gas 
Co.’ ’s No. 1 Hoskins is drilling at 2,635 
feet. The American Production Co.’s No. 
1 Galliard is below 2,300 feet, and the test 
on the bay is drilling around 1,800 feet. 
The holes started by this company on the 
Pelly and on the Minnie Galliard are 
temporarily shut down. Briant et al., on 
the island off Morgan’s Point, are drilling 
below 2,800 feet. Simms et al.’s No. 2 
Sweet is around 800 feet. 


The State has secured an injunction 
against the Producers Oil Co., restrain- 
ing it from interfering with the opera- 
tions of the Permit Oil & Gas Co. on 40 
acres of land, being part of the bed of 
the San Jacinto River in the north end 
of the Humble pool. The State leased 
the land to the Permit Oil & Gas Co., 
which is made a co-respondent to the in- 
junction proceedings. The Producers Oil 
Co. set up a claim to the land, claiming 
it had secured it from other parties, and 
ejected the Permit Oil & Gas Co. The 
State now holds the river to be a navi- 
gable stream and will test the right to the 
lease in the courts. Little new work is 
starting in this pool and it is not likely 
that much will be done along this line 
until after the beginning of the new year. 
The Sun Co. has a derrick up for No. 18 
River. The Producers Oil Co. is drilling 
No, 214 Landslide at 1,275 feet and No. 
136 Hermann at 750 feet. This company’s 
No. 15 Foster is below 3,700 feet and No. 
7 House is still shut down. The Southern 
Petroleum Co. has started No. 16 Land- 
slide and drilling at 345 feet The Atlantic 
& Gulf Coast Oil Co. is drilling No. 2 Bod- 
man to the west of the pool below 1,750 
feet and No. 3 Bodman at 1,676 feet. The 
Invincible Oil Co. lost the hole in No. 49 
Hermann and started a second hole, drill- 
ing at 800 feet. No. 50 on this lease’is 
drilling below 2,750 feet. A derrick is up 
for No. 51 Hermann. The National Oil 
& Refining Co. is drilling No. 4 Wimberly 
at 600 feet, with derricks up for Nos. 6 
and 7. The Gulf Coast Corporation is rig- 
ging to start No. 1 Long. The Huffstut- 
tler Oil Co. is drilling No. 8 Hermann at 
825 feet and has a derrick in for No. 9. 
The Producers Oil Co. is drilling No. 165 
Hermann at.489 feet and the American 
Guarantee Oil Co.’s No. 1 Sayers at 2,800 
feet. The Conservative Oil Co. is drilling 
No. 1 fee at 865 feet and the Petroleum 
Production Co.’s No. 1 Weed at 1,120 feet. 
The Humble-Cypress Oil Co. has rigged 
up for No. 5 Perryman fee and the Delta 
Oil Co. is drilling No. 1 Bender. A num- 
ber of tests north of the river are tem- 
pororily shut down at depths in the neigh- 
borhood of 3,000 feet. The Onolaska Oil 
Co. has set 6-inch in No. 4 House at 2,815 
feet. Both the Producers and Republic 
Production Co. are working over old 
holes on the Stevenson, but may start 
drilling again after Jan. 1. 

In Other Pools. 

At Batson, the Producers Oil Co. has 
a fishing job in its deep test on the 
Bucholtz in the Batson pool. The hole 
is around 3,765 feet. The drill pipe 
dropped. The Humble Oil Co, set strainer 
in No. 5 Milhome at 2,390 feet and are 
now building a standard rig. to put it 
on the pump. The well made'a small 
flow and looks as if it will make a 250- 
bbl. pumper. The Paraffine Oil Co. is 
bailing No. 8 Prairie at 2,370 feet with 
70 feet of strainer set. It shows some oil. 
The United Production Co. is also bailing 
No. 3 Threasher at 1,150 feet, strainer 
having been set at that depth. 

In the Spindleop pool, the Unity Oil Co. 
is drilling No. 6 Chaison at 865 feet, and 
the Gulf Production Co. is. testing No. 
186 Gladys at 840 feet. But two wells 
are drilling in the Saratoga pool and. one 
rig is in. The Rio Bravo Oil Co. is drill- 
ing No. 353 fee at 1,300 feet, and the Lee 
Oil Co. is around 1,215 feet with No. 2 Me- 
Shane. The Gulf Production Co. is rig- 
ging to drill No. 20 B. B. B. C. In the 
Markham pool, the Producers Oil Co. is 
drilling No. 4 Meyers at 1,900 feet, and 
the Clem Oil Co. has set 6-inch in No. 12 
Meyers. North of the pool, the Producers 


¢ 


town. 





Oil Co. is drilling No. 1 Gray at 2,350 feet. 
South of the pool, Doheny et al. are drill- 
ing No. 1 Smith with cable tools at 2,350 
feet. No. 2 Smith has been abandoned at 
2,000 feet on account of the bottom of the 
hole heaving. McMamus et al. are be- 
low 1,200 feet on 10,000 acres of the 
Northern Irrigation Co., about four miles 
north and west of the pool. 

In the Vinton pool, the Rescue Oil Co. 
has started a test on three strips secured 
from the Vinton Production Co. and lo- 
cated north of the postoffice. The Rescue 
company paid a bonus of $7,800 cash and 
increased royalties. The Producers Oil 
Co. is going in to deepen No. 6 Vincent 
and the Big Coast Oil Co. has started No. 
6 Big Ten lease, drilling at 350 feet. 
Brown et al. are drilling No. 3 Johnson 
around 2,900 feet. 

In the Jennings pool, the Triangle Oil 
Co. is starting No. 1 Clement. The Pro- 
ducers Oil Co. has a water well in No. 
46 Latrielle and a derrick up for No. 47 
on this lease. The Gulf Refining Co. is 
reaming No. 39 S. F. S. The Gulf Re- 
fining Co. is drilling No. 18 Bright-Penn 
in the Edgerly pool at 2,675 feet and No. 
19 at 1,350 feet. The company is rigging 
to work over No. 4 B. Higgins and pre- 
paring to put No. 6 B. Higgins on the 
beam. The Gulf Coast Oil & Development 
Co. is fishing for pipe in No. 2 Managan 
at 2,700 feet. The Louisiana Oil Co. has 
set 6-inch in No. 2 Wilson. The Produc- 
ers Oil Co. has a 150-bbl. well in No. 3 
Margay. The Victory Oil Co. is drilling 
No. 5 Lilliard, an old hole, at 2,700 feet 
and has a rig in to deepen No. 11 on this 
lease. The Gulf Refining Co. has a 2,000- 
bbl. well on the Managan five acres, re- 
cently acquired from Wilson-Broach for 
$100,000. Every well thus far drilled on 
the five acres has been a producer. 

Wildcat Drilling. 


Eastern and Oklahoma operators have 
leased 9,000 acres in Jefferson County. 
The tracts are in the vicinity of China 
and have been passed on by geologists. 
Those composing the syndicate are: John 
A. Sheppard, Huntington, W. Va.; W. D. 
Sheldon, Tulsa; John Crawford, of Mus- 
kogee; Gillespie, of Oklahoma, and Phila- 
delphia parties. They have appropriated 
$350,000 for development work. The first 
test will be started on the Oswald tract 
of 1,000 acres in the eastern part of the 
M. Peveto league. The syndicate has 
leased 800 acres from G. N. and O. L. 
Todd; 1,000 acres from:W. G. Lovell; 640 
acres from S. G. Burnett; 420 acres from 
Chenault O’Brien; 420 acres from the 
Heinz family; 640 acres from P. L. Knob- 
lock; 400 acres from S. W. Pipkin; 78 
acres from Mrs. McCutcheon, of Chris- 
tian Pass, Miss.; 640 acres out of the 
Sutliff tract; 640 acres from Capt. W. C. 
Tyrrell; 300 acres from Dr. Blewett; 569 
acres from J. W. Acome; 1,000 acres from 
Turner & Boyd; 200 acres from Dr. Gib- 
son, of Liano, Tex., and 1,500 acres from 
various other parties. The terms of the 
lease call for a 2,000-foot hole on the Os- 
wald tract. It is said these parties are 
operating in Oklahoma and Kansas under 
the name of the Arkano Oil Co., but will 
not incorporate in Texas until a produc- 
tion is developed. 

The Crowley Oil & Gas Co. is starting 
on 2,000 acres on Bayou Chicot, in Evan- 
geline Parish, La. Pat OC’Bryne et al. 
have started a test at Begsie Heights, 12 
miles southwest of Orange, Tex. The 
Bennett Co-operative Co. is drilling at 
1,200 feet on the Bennett subdivision: in 
Harris County. Forest-Devid et al. are 
drilling at 2,000 feet two miles southwesi 
of Sour Lake. The Pierce Oil Corpora- 
tion has abandoned its test east of Dob- 
bin, in Montgomery County, at 3,600 feet. 
The South Texas Petroleum Co. is drill- 
ing south of Dobbin at 1,800 feet. The 
Glenn Oil & Mineral Co. is drilling on 
Double Bayou, in Chambers County, at 
1,100 feet, and Brown et al., of Beaumont, 
are starting a test in this county on the 
Jackson ranch. The Apex Oil Co. has 
abandoned the test on Green Bayou, 10 
miles east of Houston, at 3,000 feet. 


WELSH BEGAN AS WATER BOY. 





Michael J.’ Welsh, of Philadelphia, re- 
cently appointed assistant general man- 
ager of the Atlantic Refining Company’s 
,Eclipse Oil Works at Franklin, Pa., re- 
reently. arrived in the latter town to en- 
ter upon his duties. In going to Frank- 
lin he was only returning to his old home 
Years ago, when he was a mere 
lad, he lived there and was employed as 
a water boy at the Eclipse works. He 
became -useful, also, in other lines of 
work about the plant. Then he was trans- 
ferred to Philadelphia to work at the At- 


lantic Refining Co.’s plant there. For 25 


years he has been connected with that 
refinery. At Franklin he succeeds F. G. 
McIntosh, who recently resigned. 
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: The “Oilwell” Rotary Pump will work against any pressure and The compactness of this outfit gives maximum volume and pres- 

r has a capacity which, together with the pressure, is only limited by sure with minimum weight. This makes the outfit especially adapted 

, the power of the driving unit. for drilling rigs and meets with great favor with the contractor. For 
It can be driven by any power, either by direct drive or belt drive, example: an outfit weighing 1000 pounds will furnish 30 bbls. of 

3 and operates with great efficiency at either fast or slow speeds. Y water per hour against 400 Ibs. pressure, or 60 bbls per hour against 

a The pump is compact, has few working parts, and needs no 200 lbs. pressure. 

4 lubrication. No valves or rods to get out of order and need adjust- 

. ment. No attention necessary beyond turning on the power. The ‘‘Oilwell’’? Rotary Pump will pump any liqui. 
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: LINE, DRIVE and DRILL PIPE 


TUBING and CASING 


Full Standard Weight Steam, Gas and 
: Water Pipe—Black and Galvanized. 
¢ Extra Strong and Double Extra Strong 


Republic Iron and Steel Co. 


General Offices, Republic Building 
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In The Texas Panhandle 


By F. W. 


PANHANDLE MARKET ADVANCE. 





MINERAL WELLS, Tex., Dec. 19—The 
long expected upward turn in the posted 
price of Northwest Texas oil has come 
at last and three ten-cent advances have 
been made, Electra crude being quoted 
now at $1.20 instead of 90c. the figure a 
month ago. Predictions are freely made, 
however, that the advance has just begun 
and that only the early conclusion of 
peace between the warring nations of 
Europe will prevent further increases 
within a short time until $1.50 at least 
is the posted price for Northwest Texas 
crude: This optimistic feeling has natur- 
ally resulted in many plans being made, 
and new companies being organized, for 
wildeat drilling in different localities, al- 
though most of them have not reached 
the stage where they can be given pub- 
licity. 

Although an enormous amount of de- 
velopment is going on in the defined area, 
a number of the drilling wells are tempo- 
rarily shut down and some of the others 
have made little progress, first, because 
of the extreme cold weather and second 
on account of the scarcity of water, so 
few completions have resulted from re- 
cent work. This being the case, the in- 
terest of the operators has been focused 
on the wildcat developments, more especi- 
ally those in Archer and Stephens Coun- 
ties, where new wells are expected in 
shortly that will either demonstrate the 
fact that there is a paying stratum under- 
lying the vicinity of the wells drilled or 
condemn the acreage as sterile. 

The wildcat development near Holliday, 
in Archer County, is being very closely 
watched and the fact that the well of the 
South Side Oil Co., which is being drilled 
on the Luke Wilson ranch about half a 
mile southeast of this discovery well, has 
drilled into the top of a pay sand at 1,620 
feet and has a showing for a well has in- 
creased the interest. The rotary rig, 
with which the well was drilled to the 
sand, is being replaced by a machine; 
casing will be set and the well drilled in 
earefully. Two more wells are rapidly 
approaching the sand, those of the Sixty- 
Six Oil Co., now drilling at 1,400 feet and 
Panther No. 2 at 1,350 feet.. The forma- 
tions so far encountered have been identi- 
tal with those found in Panther No. 1 
and the South Side Oil Co. well; and the 
operators are confidently expecting to get 
paying wells when they reach the sand. 
A few more days should tell the story 
and the results of these operations will 
probably decide, in a great degree, the 
fate of this part of the field as, should 
one or more paying wells be brought in, 
those who have secured acreage in this 
‘locality will undoubtedly jump in and 
push development, while dry holes would 
probably dampen the enthusiasm of the 
leaseholders and cause the abandonment 
of many of the plans which have been 
worked out for drilling. 

The outcome of the drilling operations 
in these wells, however, will hardly de- 
termine the worth of the acreage sur- 
rounding the Coline Oil Co. well, on the 
Knight ranch, which is about seven miles 
northwest of Panther No. 1, and the drill- 
ing of Coline No. 1 Orton, offsetting the 
Knight well to the north, will be as 
anxiously followed as the progress with 
the others. Drilling has been commenced 
on this well and it will be pushed to com- 
pletion as rapidly as possible. 

New locations have been made by Cur- 
lee, et al., on the southeast corner of Sec- 
tion 68, Kemp & Kell land; St. Clair Oil 
Co. on the northeast corner of the H. & 
T. Cc. R. R. survey No. 26; the Holliday 
Oil Co. about eight miles southeast of 
Holliday, on the north part of the Wm. 
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Walker survey and the Stone Oil Co. 
about five miles west of the town, where 
a rig is already being built. 

Six miles west of Petrolia, in Clay 
County, and near Dean station, J. W. 
Wharton and associates have leased 2,000 
acres of land and have started a deep 
test. It is stated they will go to 2,000 
feet, or deeper unless oil or gas is found 
in paying quantities at a lesser depth. 

In Stephens County, the excitement in 
regard to the Texas & Pacific Coal Co.’s 
well on the Wright farm at Caddo, ap- 
pears to be abating somewhat. Five and 
three-sixteenth-inch casing was set at 
3,140 feet and after the hole was cleaned 
out drilling was resumed in an extremely 
hard limestone, which the drill penetrates 
only at the rate of an inch or two an 
hour. It is hoped that after passing this 
cap another ‘paying stratum will be en- 
countered. If not, they will plug back 
and endeavor to make a well from the 
3,127-foot pay, which appears to be, not 
a sand but a broken lime, filled with 
crevices and bearing both oil and gas. 
It is considered good for from 10 to 15 
bbls. Coody No. 1 is drilling at 1,000 feet; 
Sloan No. 1 at Crystal Falls got a flat 
hole on account of the slipping of a 
boulder; a short underreaming job re- 
moved the trouble and it has now resum- 
ed drilling and is at 1,200 feet; Harrison 
No. 1 is drilling at 650 feet and Binney 
No. 1 at 1,300 feet. These wells are all 
being drilled for the Texas & Pacific Coal 
Co., who are also hauling rigs to new 
locations near Wayland, the one being on 
the Cash place north of the town and the 
other on the Lauderdale farm to the 
southwest. The Producers Oil Co. Parks 
No. 2 is drilling at about 450 feet and the 
Smith No. 1 at 900 feet, while the Felt 
well on the Brown farm is still shut down 
at 2,000 feet awaiting casing. The Gulf 
Production Co. has built a rig on the 
Fincher lease and is laying a gas line 
from Parks No. 1 for fuel to be used in 
drilling. 

Cook & Woodruff have been in trouble 
on the well being drilled for M. A Low 
& Son, northwest of Jacksboro, in Jack 
County, as while trying to lift the casing 
to change nipples they pulled in the der- 
rick. It has now been rebuilt and they 
are drilling again at 2,950 feet and state 
they will try for the lower Trinity sand, 
which they should reach in the neighbor- 
hood of 3,200 feet. The Post Oak people 
are still fishing. They got hold of their 
stem once but lifted it only a short dis- 
tance when it caught and the rope broke, 
dropping in on top of the tools. The rope 
has been fished out but the tools have not 
been recovered yet. Campbell & Roop 
have started drilling on the D. C. Brant 
farm and have made about 50 feet of hole. 
The refinery at Avis is being much ham- 
pered by the shortage of tank cars and 
is not running full time on account of 
not being able to secure cars in which to 
ship the output. 

Palo Pinto County. 

Palo Pinto County has , for a long time, 
attracted the attention of the wildcatters 
and many sporadic attempts have been 
made to develop paying oil-sands in vari- 
ous parts of the County. The formations 
are simple, consisting of alternate layers 
of lime, sand and shale and after a depth 
of 1,400 or 1,500 feet is reached casing is 
seldom required, as no water is encoun- 
tered and the holes generally stand up 
well and do not cave. At the present 
time, however, more drilling is being 
done than at any time in the history of 
the county, and a systematic attempt is 
being made to thoroughly test out the 
various sands of the Pennsylvania for- 
mation underlying the terrain. 

In the southwestern part of the county 





small oil and gas wells are being brought 
in almost weekly. To the west, near 
Mineral Wells, a proven gas field has 
been defined and is being used commer- 
cially, and. there, as well as in other 
parts of the county, deep tests are being 
drilled in search of oil. 

At Strawn and Thurber the Texas & 
Pacific Coal Co. has drilled in many fine 
gas wells and is using the flow of a few 
of them for fuel at the big brick plant 
in the town of Thurber, which employes 
more than 300 men; at their electric 
light, ice and power plant; has laid mains 
throughout the town and is piping the 
houses of employes to furnish gas for 
domestic purposes. So many wells have 
been drilled in while defining the pool 
that a reserve of more than 60,000,000 
cubic feet has been capped and is held 
for future use, while the greater part of 
the proven acreage has not yet been 
touched by the drill. 

During the first year of the oil develop- 
ment. to the north of Strawn the pay sand 
proved very unreliable and about as many 
dry holes were drilled as paying wells; 
but recently, since the work has progress- 
ed to the northwest, the pay has proven 
more consistent and few wells have been 
condemned as dusters. The past week 
shows two completions in this field, the 
one being Texas & Pacific Coal Co. fee 
No. 118, a 30-bbl. well, drilled in at 885 
feet, with 15 feet pay and the other Fee 
No. 120, which was completed at 900 feet, 
good for 15 bblis., 25 feet in the sand. 
No. 119 is drilling at 800 feet; No. 122 at 
500 feet; No. 112, which missed the shal- 
low sand, is at 2,100 feet and shut down 
waiting wire line and No. 121 is rigged 
up awaiting machinery. Palo Pinto Oil 
Co. Fee No. 18 is drilling at 1,165 feet. 

South of Mineral Wells, the deep test 
being drilled on the Chestnut ranch by 
the Empire Gas & Fuel Co. is drilling in 
shale at 3,750 feet; Murphy & Owens have 
commenced drilling on the Nobles farm 
and expect to get the gas sand at about 
1,050 feet; the well being drilled for the 
Texas & Pacific Coal Co. on the old Jor- 
don farm of the Corn ranch, about eight 
miles west of Mineral Wells, is now drill- 
ing at 2,800 feet. The third gas sand was 
found in this well at about 2,710 feet and 
a paying well could probably have been 
developed but it was determined to go 
deeper in search of oil. 

West of Palo Pinto the Sinclair tests 
being drilled on the Belding ranch are 
both shut down, the drilling machine at 
1,230 feet ran out of wire line and the 
standard rig has bit and stem in the hole 
and is awaiting fishing tools. Werner, 
drilling for the Sinclair Co., on the Holt 
ranch north of Palo Pinto, is also shut 
down, as his water line froze and burst 
during the recent cold weather and he 
has determined to build a tank at the rig 
and pump sufficient water when it warms 
up to carry him over the cold periods. 
The Empire Gas & Fuel Co. is making 
locations to drill other wells, but the loca- 
tions have not been given out yet. 

J. Weaver has been drilling recently on 
the well two miles south of Gordon, that 
was started early last spring by local 
Gordon organization, but has been shut 
down for some months, telephoned to a 
friend yesterday in Mineral Wells that 
he had struck a paying sand at 1,585 feet 
and expected to drill in an oil well. This 
report has not been confirmed. 


To Test Parker County. 

Parker County is also to have some 
tests and the Parker County Oil & Gas 
Co., a Weatherford corporation, has ef- 
fected a combination with S. A. Guy, 
Sidney Webb and others and reorganized 
with a capitalization of $50,000. The com- 
pany proposes to complete the well now 
drilling at 2,940 feet, on the Peaster 
farm, couthwest of Weatherford and have 
made new locations and contracted with 
Harry English, the present contractor, 
to drill two more wells, to test out their 
holdings of 32,000 acres between Weather- 
ford and Millsap. The one location is 





three-quarters of a mile southwest of the 
well now being drilled on the Peaster 
farm and the other is a half a mile south- 
east of the well drilled on the Mortens 
farm, northwest of Millsap, for S. A. Guy 
et al., in which was found a good volume 
of gas, which sprayed a little oil. It is 
believed that this sand will prove to be 
more prolific and will develop a paying 
oil well somewhere in the vicinity of the 
original well. 


Electra and Burkburnett. 

In the defined area at Electra there has 
been but one completion since the last 
report, a 50-bbl. well brought in by the 
Producers Oil Co., its No. 47 Bickley, in 
which the sand was struck at 994 feet and 
the well completed at 1,005 feet. The 
Producers Oil Co. No. 15, Bywaters is 
being drilled deeper at 1,950 feet, as are 
also Skinner No. 1 at 1,500 feet and Wag- 
goner No. 80 at 1,930 feet, they having 
failed in the shallow sands. There are 
42 drilling wells in this field, sixteen rigs 
are waiting for the machinery and three 
new locations are of record. 

At Burkburnett Chenault et al. got a 
20-bbl. well in Warren No. 2 at 1,610 feet 
and J. A. Fisher et al. repeated with 
their Warren No. 2 at 1,614 feet, making 
two 20-bbl. wells on this tract since last 
reported. The Magnolia Petroleum Co. 
completed two 40-bbl. wells, the one being 
Martin No. 7, which got the sand at 1.717 
feet and was drilled to 1,756 feet and the 
other Owens No. 7, drilled in at 1,744 feet, 
with 18 feet of pay. Reilly No. 28 was 
brought in at 486 feet good for 5 bbls. 
Two small wells were finished by A. & 
W. on the Willis farm, Nos. 5 and 6, at 
about 550 feet, the first being a two-bbl. 
und the second a five-bbl. well. Lewis 
et al. finished No. 2 Cropper at 537 feet; 
Knight et al. No. 5 Powell at the same 
depth and Crowell & Conners No. 1 Fow- 
ler at 490 feet, all small wells, with less 
than five bbls. each production. Owen 
No. 7 Heiserman was completed at 1,015 
feet, apparently dry. Thirty-three wells 
are still drilling, eight rigs are ready for 
the machinery and six new locations have 
been made. 

Personals. 

O. E. Daugherty, general superintend- 
ent for Texas for the Sinclair Oil & Gas 
Co., has arrived in Mineral Wells to look 
after the interests of the company in 
Palo Pinto and Duval Counties. Mr. 
Daugherty was accompanied by J. H. 
Greer, who is to be field manager for this 
district. 

Cc. L. Kiser, of El Dorado, Kas., who 
has been in Mineral Wells for some time 
past recovering from a severe attack of 
malaria, left last Friday with O. E. 
Daugherty for Duval County, where he 
has accepted a position as driller for the 
Sinclair Company. 

Mark Spellacy, of New York, an oil man 
who is known from coast to coast, has 
been visiting in Mineral Wells for a few 
days. 

H. B. (Dad) Pringle is recovering from 
an attack of sickness and will return to 
Wichita Falls in a few days. 

Items of Interest. 

An oil exchange has been opened in 
Wichita Falls, Tex., at the office of Huey 
& Silk, on Eighth Street, in order that 
the owners of stocks in the various com- 
panies operating from that city may list 
their shares for sale. 

Charters have been issued to the Do- 
mestic Oil & Gas Co., of Dallas, capital- 
ized at $10,000, D. C. Earnest, J. S. Lewis 
and E. H. Taylor, incorporators, and to 
the Stephens County Oil Co., of Fort 
Worth, capitalized at $75,000, B. S. Walk- 
er, T. B. Yarbrough and J. J. Perkins, 
incorporators. 

It is reported this morning from Palo 
Pinto that the standard rig belonging to 
Owen & Wilson, drilling on the Belding 
for the Sinclair Oil & Gas Co., caught 
fire last night and was totally destroyed. 
No particulars are known, as the well 
was shut down waiting the receipt of 
fishing tools. 
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UNITED IRON WORKS COMPANY 


The largest steel and iron company in the Central West. 

Nine plants in or near the Mid-Continent Oil Fields. 

Manufacturers and erectors of Refineries, Storage Tanks, Station 
Tanks, Bolted Tanks, River Clamps, Wire Line Flanges. 


Structural Steel Buildings, Smoke Stacks, etc., also Mining 
Machinery, Zinc Machinery, Cement Machinery, Well Machinery, 
Cold Storage Plants, Drainage and Railroad Ditching Machinery, 


etc., etc. 


IOLA, KANSAS 


General Offices, 


Springfield, Mo. 
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GAS GASOLINE 


HOPE ENGINEERING & SUPPLY CO. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. MT. VERNON, O. TULSA, OKLA. 








Mr. Up-to-Date Gas Man:— 
Any Gas Field, Earth. 
Dear Sir:— 


Are you saving your gasoline? If not, let us show you 
your great opportunity. Do it now while the great harvest 
ison. We build gasoline extraction plants, using the com- 
pression and absorption methods. 


Do you need a pipe line? Our experience in acetylene 
welding pipe line is unequaled. Several large contracts now 
in process of construction and many more in successful oper- 
ation. If you need pipe lines of any kind, wire us. 


Yours sincerely, 
Hope ENGINEERING & Suppiy Co. 


POWER | PROFIT 


MOGUL STEEL HOISTING and SNATCH BLOCKS 


ARE THE 


ROUMANIAN SPECIAL BEST FOR OIL COUNTRY USE 








~ QUALITY-SAFETY-DURABILITY 


FEATURES 


em OS - 


Hand Forged Bails—No Crystalization. 

Pins and Shaft Re-inforced on Side. 

Plates—Tank Steel—60,000 Pounds Test. 
Self-Oiling and Bronze Bushed. 





Manufactured By 


LUCEY MFG. CORPORATION 


NEW YORK PITTSBURGH LOS ANGELES 
HOUSTON. LONDON TAMPICO 








SWIVEL ATTACHMENT 
































16 


THE OIL AND 





GAS JOURNAL 





Thursday, 





East Texas and Louisiana 


By M. L. 


PROSPECTS ARE BRIGHTER. 





SHREVEPORT, La. Dec. 18.—The 
North Louisiana oil fields are facing 
brighter prospects at the present moment 
than for many months past, with ad- 
vancing prices and an enormous amount 
of development in sight. The Standard 
Oil Co. posted an advance of 10 cents in 
all grades of oil in all districts, the sec- 
ond advance made within the past two 
weeks, and bringing high-grade Caddo oil 
up to $1.10 a barrel. The highest price‘ 
paid within the past year was $1.55, and 
from that it was gradually reduced until 
it was bringing but 90 cents a barrel, and 
the soaring prices are being welcomed 
with enthusiasm with the belief expressed 
that they will go back as high or higher 
than ever before. The organization of a 
$10,000,006 company, together with the 
advancing market, has already had a 
noticeable effect on development, and 
nearly every district in the field shows 
signs of increased activity. 

There is very little change in the av- 
erage daily production of the field, the 
natural decrease being just about made 
up by new production each week and re- 
maining steadily at about 25,000 bbls. 
Last week the daily average production 
was 24,970 bbls., of which 10,290 bbls. were 
produced in De Soto and Red River and 
14,680 bbls. in Caddo and Northeastern 
Texas. Only two producing wells were 
completed, both on the Gulf Refining Co.’s 
Ferry Lake lease in the Mooringsport dis- 
trict, and four dry holes were completed 
in as many different districts. 

In Caddo Parish, two flowing wells were 
brought in by the Gulf Refining Co. on 
the Ferry Lake lease, No. 61, Section 23- 
20-16, making 75 bblis., and No. 64, Sec- 
tion 17-20-16, making 15 bbls. The Caddo 
Fields Co. is arranging to pump No. 5 
Atkins, in Section 8-20-15, two miles east 
of Oil City, and a mile further east the 
Brown Oil Co. is making a test for gas 
in No. 1 Ward, Section 9-20-15. 

Interesting territory has been opened 
between two and three miles east of 
Mooringsport, and several new wells have 
been started there within the past few 
weeks. The Peerless Oil Co., which com- 
pleted the discovery well in this locality, 
has derrick up for a second well on the 
Hammett lease, and the Gulf Refining Co. 
has location made for No. 1 Nunnaly and 
has 10-inch casing set in No. 1 Harris, all 
in Section 29-20-15. 

A test made by 
Co. in No. 1 Jeter, 


the Union Oil & Gas 
Section 4-19-16, south 
of Ferry Lake and four miles west of 
Mooringsport, proved a dry hole and was 
abandoned at 2,400 feet. Five miles fur- 
ther south, White Bros. have a bad fish- 
ing job in No. 1 Cushman, a wildcat test 
in Section 32-19-16, and have bailer stuck 
in the liner at 2,430 feet. The Sun Co. 
has a small flow of gas in No. 101 Chris- 
tian, Section 31-22-15, two miles southeast 
of Vivian, and just north of Lewis the 


State Oil & Gas Co. has started No. 40 
Rogers, Section 13-21-16, and is drilling at 
100 feet. 


South of Ferry Lake, the De Soto Oil 
& Development Co. is bailing for a final 
test in No. 2 Joyce, Section 35-20-16, at 
2,270 feet; the Producers Oil Co. is drilling 
No. 4 Teat, Section 34-20-16, at 850 feet, 
and No. 6 V. S. & P., Section 33-20-16, at 
2,300 feet, and the Gulf Refining Co. has 
several rigs running on the Ferry Lake 
lease. 

De Soto Parish. 

The Grand Bayou district in De Soto 
Parish is proving one of the most inter- 
esting extensions of the field, and consid- 
erable new work is being started in this 
territory, development of which has prac- 


rcome of tests now drilling is being anxious- 


VAUGHN 


ton fields. The Gulf Refining Co. is drill- 
ing Williams E-1 in Section 32-13-11 at 
2,050 feet, and in the same section has 
derricks up for Williams C-7, C-9, A-9 and 
A-10, and is rigging up to drill Williams 
C-10. Location has also been made for 
Jenkins A-32, in Section 2-12-11, nearly 
three miles south of Gusher Bend, and 
the Producers Oil Co. is building derrick 
for No. 1 Williams, in Section 33-13-11. 
The Producers test on the Christine lease 
in Section 6-12-11, half way between the 
Naborton and Grand Bayou districts, 
proved a dry hole and casing is being 
pulled to abandon at 2,520 feet. In the 
western extension of the Naborton field, 
the Gulf Refining Co. is bailing for a final 
test in No. 2 Brownfield, Section 4-12-12, 
and in Section 3-12-12, the Producers Oil 
Co. has abandoned No. 1 Parsons-Brock, 
which was an old producer being drilled 
deeper. Wemple C-2, in Section 14-13-12, 
three miles north of Naborton production, 
is now down 2,765 feet and will be drilled 
deeper, and Saunders A-18, in Section 34- 
13-12, has started drilling. 


Red River and Panola. 

On the east side of the river, in Red 
River Parish, operations in the Grand 
Bayou district are being closely watched. 
Lee Kinnebrew struck oil in the Pickett 
well in Section 27-13-11, between Kelso & 
Graham’s well and Gusher Bend, and it 
is believed will have a good producer at 
2,450 feet. The Fieldworth Oil Co. had 
bad luck in No. 1 Yarborough, Section 34- 
13-11, and has abandoned the test at 2,500 
feet; the Consolidated Petroleum Co. is 
down 2,500 feet in No. 1 Nabors, Section 
28-13-11; T. B. Owens et al. are down 800 
feet in No. 1 Nabors, Section 28-13-11, and 
temporarily closed down, and in Section 
33-13-11, Kelso & Graham have location 
made for No. 2 De Moss, and the Pro- 
ducers Oil Co. is drilling Ne. 4 Hicks at 
1,050 feet and rigging up to drill No. 5, 
and has three wells drilling on the Sam- 
ple. The Gulf Refining Co. has set 6- 
inch casing in No. 17 Kennedy, Section 
23-13-11, at 2,415 feet; 4-inch in No. 33 Rob- 
inson, Section 26-13-11, at 2,550 feet, and 
is drilling Jenkins E-2, Section 11-12-11, 
at 2,450 feet. 

The Bethany development, in the lower 
end of Caddo Parish and Panola County, 
Tex., is considered one of the most in- 
teresting prospective territories in the 
North Louisiana field, and the final out- 


ly awaited. The Gulf Refining Co. has 
deepened the Trosper well, taken over 
from the Palmetto Oil Co., and has made 
it a paying producer, and is also drilling 
at 1,900 feet in No. 1 Jernigan, which the 
Palmetto Oil Co. drilled for. gas and, 
missing the sand ,abandoned the well. 
The Bethany Oil Co. is setting 6-inch 
casing at 2,300 feet in the Sol Jernigan 
well, and the Producers Oil Co. is set- 
ting liner to make a test in. No. 1 Furrh. 
Wolfe & Keene, 10 miles north of the 
Pelmetto Oil Co.’s discovery well, on a 
10,000-acre block of leases controlled by 
J. P. Evans and J. Y. Snyder. Three 
miles east of Bethany, Dickinson & Wood- 
ley have drilled to contract depth of 2,700 
feet with such favorable indications that 
they are going to go deeper before making 
a final test. The Excelsior Oil & Gas 
Co. has set 6-inch casing in No. 1 Mc- 
Lain, at 2,350 feet. The Gulf Refining 
Co.’s well on the Louis Werner lease is 
making 500,000 feet of gas at 2,900 feet. 
Logansport and Crichton. 

In the Logansport: district, in the west 
end of De Soto Parish, there is consider- 
able development under way by the Lo- 
gansport Oil Co., and several important 
tests in the vicinity by other companies. 
The third producing well completed in 


by the Logansport Oil Co. in its second 
test on the Frost-Johnson lease in Section 
1-11-16, and standard rig is being built to 
pump. No. 1 Pace is drilling in Section 
2-11-16; No. 2 Stephens is down 400 feet 
in Section 12-11*16; derrick is up for No. 
1 Nash, Section 24-12-16, and No. 1 Gan- 
non is rigging up to drill. Lee Wilson et 
al. have a fishing job in the Spider well, 
No. 2 Baker, Section 34-13-12, at 2,675 feet, 
and half way between Logansport and 
Spider the Producers Oil Co. has set 6%4- 
inch casing in Sample A-8, at 2,620 feet. 
Seven miles north of the Spider well the 
Seminole Oil Co. is drilling at 1,800 feet 
in No. 1 Peyton-Courtney, Section 31-13- 
14, and eight miles further north the Oil 
& Exploration Co. is drilling No. 1 Dowl- 
ing, Section 29-14-14, at 2,440 feet. 


North of the old Crichton field, in Red 
River Parish, the Gulf Refining Co. has 
two wels drilling near Bast Point and 
Ninock, No. 3 Weiss, Section 12-14-11, at 
1,230 feet, and No. 3 Welsh, Section 12-14- 
11, at 2,385 feet. 


Half way between the Crichton field and 
Shreveport a wonderful gas field has been 
developed in the vicinity of Elm Grove, 
but all efforts to obtain oil have been 
unsuccessful, except for one test, which 
resulted in a freak pumper in the chalk 
rock. On the west side of the river, in 
Caddo Parish, the Producers Oil Co. has 
started drilling on the Huron Land Co. 
lease in Section 18-15-12 and is down 700 
feet. On the east side, in Bossier Parish, 
the Atlas Oil Co. has set 4-inch casing in 
No. 4 Elston, Section 19-16-11; the Bodcau 
Oil & Development Co. is arranging to 
drill deeper in*the Belleview Land Co. 
well in Section 27-20-11; the Gulf Refining 
Co. is drilling No. 2 Caplis, Section 3-16- 
12, at 2,500 feet; the Hodges Oil Co. is 
down 800 feet in No. i Marshall, Section 
19-16-11 and White Bros. are drilling No. 1 
Giddens, Section 7-16-11, at 2,800 feet, and 
have junked the hole in the R. R. Lands 
Co. well in Section 29-17-11 and aban- 
doned it at 3,030 feet. 


Between the Elm Grove district and 
Shreveport there is considerable develop- 
ment near Hart’s Island, where a num- 
ber of enormous gas wells have been 
brought in, but no oil discovered. The 
Louisiana Gas & Fuel Co. has started 
drilling on the Burkett lease; the Pro- 
ducers Oil Co. is rigging up to drill 
Leonard B-1 and is drilling No. 1 Deal at 
1,850 feet; the Southwestern Gas & Elec- 
tric Co. is drilling Berry fee 164 at 2,325 
feet, and the Standard Oil Co. is down 
800 feet in No. 2 Mattie Meyer. The Gulf 
Refining Co. has a fishing job in No. 4 
Youree at 3,160 feet. 

In Bienville Parish, the Arkansas Nat- 
ural Gas Co. is drilling No. 1 Shehee in 
Section 11-16-10 at 2,025 feet, and the 
Gulf Refining Co. is drilling State D-1, 
Section 29-16-10, at 1,950 feet. 


Arrangements are under way to re- 
sume drilling operations in Natchitoches 
Parish and a number of locations have 
been made in the Black Lake district. 
The Producers Oil Co. is rigging up to 
drill on the Griggsby lease in Section 9- 
10-6, and the Black Lake Oil Co. and the 
Tennessee Oil Co. are getting ready to 
drill. 

A deep test is being made in Avoyelles 
Parish, near the Mississippi State line, in 
which the Black River Oil Co. is drilling 
at 3,315 feet in No. 1 Cole. 

In the Bastrop-Monroe district, in More- 
house Parish, the Progressive Oil & Gas 
Co. is trying to kill the gas well, No. 1 
Fisher, Section 9-20-5, and will drill deep- 
er for oil. The Commercial Oil & Gas Co. 
has set 6-inch casing and will wait the 
outcome of the Progressive well before 
going any further; the Morehouse Oil & 
Gas Co. is drilling at 1,950 feet in No. 1 


Crosset Lumber Co.; the Ouachita Nat- 
ural Gas & Oil Co. has set 6-inch casing 
at 2,075 feet in No. 1 Smith, Section 41- 
20-4, and the Great Southern Oil Co. has 
set 10-inch casing in No. 1 Bowles, Sec- 








tically connected the Naborton and Crich- 


this territory has just been brought in 





tion 18-20-5. 


In Ouachita Parish, 


the 














Perryville Oil & Gas Co. is drilling No. 1 
Perry, Section. 19-20-5, at 1,500 feet. 
Personal Mention. 

A. Scott, of Tulsa, Okla., has been a 
Shreveport visitor during the past week, 
making a general study of conditions in 
the North Louisiana oil field. He was 
joined on the 28th by. J. B. Foster, a 
well-known Oklahoma oil operator. 

L. E. Dennig, of St. Louis, president of 
the Busch Everett Co., was a Shreveport 
visitor during the past week. 

P. J. White has returned from a 
month’s absence in the East, and is 
taking an active interest in leasing and 
drilling operations in the North Louisiana 
field. 

J. S. Cullinan, of Houston, who is in- 
terested in the Logansport and other 
Louisiana development, spent a few days 
in Shreveport last week. 

J. S. McCullough, general manager of 
the Tropical Oil Co., of Colombia, spent 
a few days in Shreveport, en route to 
Pittsburgh and other Eastern points. Mr. 
McCullough will join his wife at Mercer, 
Pa., where she has been visiting friénds 
and relatives for several months past, 
and they will return to Shreveport for 
the holidays, after which they will leave 
for their new home in Barranca, Bermi- 
jah, Colombia, South America. 

L. M. Moffitt, formerly of Shreveport, 
has taken up his new duties as assistant 
manager of the Tropical Oil Co., and de- 
clares himself well pleased with his new 
location. . 

Fatal Automobile Accident. 

Two well-kngwn oil men of Shreveport 
were instantly killed in an automobile ac- 
cident last Friday night as they were 
returning from a trip to the oil field, 
along the Mooringsport road. A. J. Woolf 
was one of the unfortunate men and the 
other was Frank E. Byers. Woolf was 
a brother of W. C. Woolf, of Woolf & 
Keene, well-known drilling contractors, 
and was a young man of about 25 years 
of age, of quiet habits and much beloved 
by his friends, His parents are living at 
Arp, Texas, where his remains were 
shipped Saturday. 

Byers was assistant purchasing agent 
for the Gulf Refining Co. at Shreveport, 
and had been employed by this company 
most of the time for the past seven years. 
He was about the same age as Mr. 
Woolf, and came here from Beaumont, 
where his family still reside. Both were 
unmarried, and their sudden death comes 
as a terrible shock to their friends and 
relatives. 


Samples Being Taken 
By Bureau of Mines 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 16.—Representa- 
tions having been made to the Bureau of 
Mines that the enforcement of a gasoline 
test of 180° would bar out 90% of all the 
oil available to the Independents, the Bu- 
reau has begun the collection of samples 
in the southwest to be tested. Tech- 
nologists of the Bureau of Mines and of 
the Bureau of Standards are all disin- 
clined to fix any hard and fast standard 
for gasoline, which would make it dif- 
ficult, if not impossible, to enforce. The 
Bureau of Standards is more interested in 
having gasoline marked in respect to its 
qualities, so. that the purchaser may know 
exactly what he is buying than it is to 
fix an arbitrary standard and the Bureau 
of Mines is inclined to the idea that 
States and municipalities should piace th« 
enforcement of a gasoline standard in th: 
hands of a commission which would hav« 
power to raise or lower it as conditions 
would seem to warrant. 

Neither ‘Bureau has yet determined 
what it will do and the Bureau of Stan- 
dards probably will have a hearing i: 
this city about Jan. 23 on the subject of 
gasoline standardization, when the Inde- 
pendent Oil Mén’s Association will hol« 
its annual meeting here. C.E.K 


























Wright Wire Rope for Oil Field Service 


Is the best drilling cable that money can buy. 
Manufacturing our own wire insures uniformity of product, which, topstter 
with skilled workmanship and careful inspection, guarantees to the purchaser a 
drilling cable unsurpassed by any other manufactured. The name isa guarantee. . 


WRIGHT WIRE COMPANY 
WORCESTER, MASS. 


H. W. BLACK, Sales Agent 





206, 207 Seaman Bldg., TULSA, OKLA 
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Steel for Service 








With the help of this 64-foot 


Steel Derrick 


and Sullivan Machinery Company’s tools, the 
Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Company drilled one hole 
3,000 feet deep and another hole 2,700 feet deep. 


This Company make Steel Derricks suitable 
for any type of deep well drilling. Ask for 
pamphlet—Steel Derricks and Drilling Rigs— 
from the nearest district office. 


The mark of 
quality. 


It protects the 
user 





Carnegie Steel Company 


General Offices: Pittsburgh, Pa. 
































COSDEN & COMPANY 


PRODUCERS AND REFINERS OF 


REFINERIES AT GENERAL OFFICES 
TULSA, CUSHING, BIGHEART 


HIGH GRADE OKLAHOMA 
PETROLEUM 





TULSA, OKLAHOMA 
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Pennsylvania-West Virginia 


By D. S. WAKENIGHT 


BIG WELL IN GREENE COUNTY. 





PITTSBURGH, Pa., Dec. 18.—During 
the past week interest has been centered 
in Southwest Pennsylvania, occasioned by 
the drilling in of a big well on the George 
Isiminger farm, located on Coon Run, 
Springhill Township, Greene County. It 
is the Carnegia Natural Gas Co.’s No. 1 
on the Isiminger farm and was drilled 
in during the early part of the week and 
started to flow at the rate of 110 bbls. a 
day. It got its oil at four feet in the 
Gordon sand and as soon as it began to 
flow drilling was suspended until tankage 
could be placed at the well. On Thurs- 
day evening it was drilled a little deeper 
into the sand and the production in- 
creased to 55 bbis. an hour. No. 2 on the 
same farm was drilled in two weeks ago 
and is a 100-bbl. producer at four feet in 
the sand. They are waiting for a cable 
at this well and no doubt after it has been 
drilled deeper in will prove a large pro- 
ducer. The location is 800 feet east of 
N. 1. The location of both wells is in a 
section that had not been previously test- 
ed, and if present theories do not go 
awry opens a streak of new producing 
territory four miles long on a north-and- 
south line. To justify this theory, it is 
pointed out that the South Penn Oil Co. 
has old production two miles to the north 
of the two new producers, and a few 
months ago Cochran & Funk completed 
a good producer on the Riggs heirs farm. 
As to the width of the prospective pool 
there is some speculation. It may in the 
end prove to have a width equal to the 
length on a north-and-south line. 

The territory adjacent to the Isiminger 
farm is all under lease and development 
work is starting in every direction from 
the two preducing wells and on adjoining 
farms. Eleven locations have been made 
and one rig building. However, the drill 
is the infallible test and some unpleasant 
surprises may be encountered as devel- 
opment work progresses. Nevertheless, 
it is the most promising prospect in any 
part of the Eastern fields, except the 
Berea grit development in Cabin Creek 
district, Kanawha County, West Virginia. 
As a producer, nothing of the same size 
has been discovered in the Southwest 
Pennsylvania fields in several decades. 
The Gordon sand is one of the most re- 
liable producing formations and adds to 
the interest in the two wells, since they 
got their production in that sand. 


The Gordon sand in the section in which 
the gusher is located is reached at a 
depth of between 3,300 and 3,400 feet. In 
that locality the Pittsburgh coal lies 1,100 
feet below the surface. The cost of drill- 
ing is very high and it is not the kind of 
territory that would appeal to the oper- 
ator of small means. The Carnegie Co.’s 
purpose in drilling on the Isiminger farm 
was for gas, primarily, and an oil gusher 
was scarcely anticipated. No. 1 on the 
faram was started last summer, but was 
delayed with a fishing job and then No. 
2 was started and came in first. 

Previous to the present well, the last 
drilled in Greene County was the Tim 
Ross well on the John Fonner farm. This 
well was completed in 1898 and had an 
initial production of 800 bbls. There was 
a large amount of development work done 
on and in the vicinity of the Fonner farm, 





but the first well was the only gusher. 
The Fonner farm, some months after the 
big well was drilled in, was sold to one 
of the large operating companies at a 
high figure and developed by the pur- 
chasing company, but it never paid back 
the money invested. After the pool had 
been fully developed, very few investors 
quit with a profit. Nearly all of the wells 
long since quit producing and were pulled 
out and abandoned. 


Fair Producer in Washington. 

In East Finley Township, Washington 
County, the Howard Oil & Gas Co.’s sec- 
ond test on the I. D. Ryan farm is a fair 
producer, estimated to be good for 20 
bbls. a day in the Fourth sand. This loca- 
tion is 800 feet southwest of the Manu- 
facturers Light & Heat Co.’s test on the 
A. & D. J. England farm and improves 
the chances for an extension to the south- 
west. In the same district, the Manufac- 
turers Light & Heat Co.’s test on the 
Josiah Vansyock farm, previously report- 
ed as showing for a light pumper in the 
Gordon stray, has been drilled to the 
Fourth sand and is a fair gasser in that 
formation. 

On Big Sewickley Creek, Allegheny 
County, E. A. Bream drilled No. 10 on the 
Kiek-Christy farm through the Bouldre, 
and it shows for a light pumper. In the 
same district, Harbison & Co. are drilling 
a second test on the Aaron Davis farm. 
In the Duff City district, Leidecker, Wat- 
terson & Co. are due in the sand at No. 
4 on the P. Shenct farm. 

Late completions in the West Virginia 
fields consist of light producers and a 
large number of gas wells. Wildcats are 
always of more or less interest, accord- 
ing to how they are located. One of the 
most important drilling in the lower 
southwest counties has just been com- 
pleted and dry. The well was drilled by 
Jerome Pickins, located on his own farm 
on Dick’s Creek, Washington district, 
Lincoln County. This location is remote 
from any producing wells and was ex- 
pected to get production in the Berea 
grit. 

On Miracle Run, Battelle district, Mo- 
nongalia County, the Hope Natural Gas 
Co. drilled its test on the Gump heirs’ 
farm through the Gordon sand to a depth 
of 3,523 feet and has a fair gasser. On 
the same stream and in the same dis- 
trict, the Carnegie Natural Gas Co. 
drilled a test on the William Park farm 
into the Big Injun sand and developed a 
good gasser. 

In the shallow territory in Union dis- 
trict, Pleasants County, L. C. White & 
Co. completed No. 10 on the Riggs Bros.’ 
farm. It is a light gasser in the Keener 
sand. In the same district, the Engle 
Run Oil Co. has a small producer in the 
Cow Run sand, at No. 15 on the Allen 
Holdren farm. On Cedar Run, Liberty 
district, Marshall County, the Carnegie 
Natural Gas Co.’s test on the John Mac- 


‘key farm is a light gasser in the Maxon 


sand. 

On Little Creek, Spencer district, Roane 
County, G. L. Cabot drilled his test on 
the Orville G. Epling farm into the Big 
Injun sand and developed a gasser with 
a capacity of 250,000 cubic feet a day. 
On Sycamore Creek, Sherman district, 
Calhoun County, the Hope Natural Gas 
Co. is drilling in the Maxon sand at a 








test on the Baxton Poling farm. The 
same company is in the salt sand at a 
second test on the Nettie Poling farm. 
The same company is rigging up at tests 
on the P. Poling and Hannah Poling 
farms. 

On Beech Lick Run, Greenbrier district, 
Doddridge County, Randolph & Lowther 
drilled their test on the Mary L. & D. 
Hurst farm through all sands and found 
nothing but a fair gas pressure in the 
Gordon sand. It was plugged below that 
formation and shot and is a good gasser. 
On Meathouse Fork, in the same district, 
the Hope Natural Gas Co. drilled a test 
on the Phoebe Maxon farm through the 
Big Injun sand and it shows some oil and 
has a fair gas pressure. On Fink Creek, 
Freeman’s Creek district, Lewis County, 
the same company’s test on the Maxwell 
heirs’ farm has been drilled through the 
Gantz sand and the hole stands full of 
fluid. It will be shot. On Walnut Fork, 
the Philadelphia Co.’s No. 7 on the W. B. 
Maxwell farm is a fair gasser in the Big 
Injun sand. 

On Katy Lick Run, Sardis district, Har- 
rison County, the Philadelphia Co.’s test 
on the W. G. Allen farm is a gasser in 
the Big Injun sand. On Sycamore Creek, 
Union district, the same company’s No. 
8 on the W. B. Maxwell farm is a gasser 
in the Fifth sand. On Ten Mile Ceek, 
Ten Mile district, the Hope Natural Gas 
Co. got one of the same kind on the 
Joseph Barnett farm. 

Southeastern Ohio. 

On the Ohio side, in the Rea’s Run dis- 
trict, Independence Township, Washing- 
ton County, J. H. Kiggins & Co. drilled 
No. 11 on the Scott Riggs farm into the 
top of the Big Injun sand and it shows 
for a 15-bbl. pumper. In Grandview dis- 
trict, Benton Township, Clendenning & 
Co. drilled their test on the Mary Bebout 
farm through the Big Injun sand. It is 
a duster. In the same distict, the Mata- 
moras Oil & Gas Co.’s test on the Enoch 
Hall farm is a duster in the Cow Run 
sand. 

In Pleasant Township, Perry County, 
the Allegheny Oil Co. & Ortz drilled No. 
8 on the Thomas Monahan farm through 
the Bereat grit and got a 5-bbl. pumper. 
In Licking Township, Muskingum County, 
deep-sand territory, the Ohio Cities Gas 
Co. got a duster in the Clinton sand when 
it completed its test on the Frank Perry 
farm. This location is one and one-half 
miles southeast of the nearest production. 


Petroleum Contained 


In Green | River Shale 


It has long been known that some of 
the shale in the Green River formation in 
Northwestern Colorado and Northeastern 
Utah would yield petroleum when it was 
subjected to destructive distillation. Pe- 
troleum has been obtained from the oil 
fields, however, in quantities so great and 


at a cost so low that its production from 
shale by distillation has not seemed to be 


commercially feasible, despite the fact 
that in Scotland such an industry has 
long been paying dividends on a large in- 
vestment and in fact, according to cur- 
rent, report, is now supplying fuel oil for 
the British navy. 

Field investigations made by Dean E. 
Winchester and others, of the United 
States Geological Survey, Department of 
the Interior, have shown that whenever 
economic conditions necessitate or justify 
the distillation of oil shales for their prod- 
ucts and by-products the shales of the 





Green River formation in Colorado, Utah, 
Nevada and Wyoming can be made to 
yield vast quantities of oil, gas for use in 
ths process of distillation and fertilizer 
enough to enrich most of the farms of the 
Middle West. “ 

In Northwestern Colorado alone there is 
sufficient shale, in beds at least 3 feet 
thick and containing more oil than the 
average shale now mined in Scotland, to 
yield about 20,000,000,000 bbls. of crude oil, 
which is more than five‘¢times the total 
amount of crude oil produced in the 
United States to date; and in Utah there 
is probably nearly as much shale just as 
rich. This shale oil will yield 10% to 
15% of gasoline by ordinary methods of 
refining. The shale in Colorado should 
produce not only the oil but also, with 
only a moderate added cost, about 300,- 
000,000 tons of ammonium sulphate, a 
compound especially valuable as a fertil- 
izer. The industry requires a large and 
costly equipment of retorts, condensers 
and oil refineries, as well as of mining 
machinery, so that it probably can not 
be profitably organized on a small scale. 

Rich oil shale is exceedingly tough, re- 
sists erosion remarkably, and will burn 
when ignited. As it bleaches bluish white 
on weathering, .the ranchers in some parts 
of the region. refer: to it as ‘‘white rock 
that will burn.’’ When freshly broken, it 
gives off am odor of petroleum. Although 
oil may be obtained in large quantities 
from some of the shale by destructive dis- 
tillation, it does not appear that more 
than a small percentage already ‘exists in 
the shale as oil. Furthermore, oil has not 
been found in commercial quantity in 
wells that have been drilled into the shale 
in Northwestern Colorado. 

In the area examined there is a vast 
quantity of shale that will yield. a barrel 
(42 gallons) or more of oil per ton, and 
shale from a thin bed at one locality 
yielded 90 gallons per ton, or nearly four 
times as much oil as is obtained from an 
average ton of Scotch oil shale. 

Bulletin 641-F, entitled ‘Oil shale in 
Northwestern Colorado and Adjacent 
Areas,”’ by Dean E. Winchester, contains 
information relative to the quantity and 
quality of the oil that may be distilled 
from the richer beds of shale, the number 
of such beds at the localities examined, 
and the general distribution of the shale 
throughout Northwestern Colorado and 
adjacent parts of Utah and Wyoming. 

A copy of Bulletin 641-F can be had 
free of charge on application to the Di- 
rector, United States Geological Survey, 
Washington, D. C. 


ANOTHER GASOLINE ADVANCE. 





For the second time since Dec. 10, gas- 
oline advanced one‘cent a gallon on Mon- 
day, making the Chicago tank-wagon 
price 18% cents a gallon and the price 
at the local filling stations in Tulsa 2) 
cents a gallon. The last advance was 
posted simultaneously with a 10-cent ad- 
vance in the price of crude, and some of 
those in the trade say that the refiners 
and casinghead gasoline producers must 
have had a tip that something was going 
to happen in the crude market. At pres- 
ent prices, the filling stations are getting 
more for gasoline than since the middle 
of July. During the late summer and 
early fall, prices were demoralized by the 
fear of Federal and State investigations, 
accompanied by threats of drastic action 
on the part of certain officials. But when 
this scare blew over and the market re- 
turned to normal conditions prices stead- 
ied and have been advancing since. 
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GASOLENE FUEL OIL 
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The Argument Is Over 


Well informed oil men do not longer argue against the Cunningham 
System of Tank Fire Protection. It has been proved and is now 
an established fact. Incidently The Cunningham Tank Protector 
Co. is probably the fastest growing manufacturing corporation in 
the entire country. 


To the men who have made it possible for us to make the above statement in less 
than two years we wish to extend our sincere thanks. We have tried and shall con- 
tinue to try to give you full value for every dollar paid us. 


Contracts for installations before the spring storms should be made as soon 
as possible. We are receiving them every week and they will be executed 
in order of receipt. 


CUNNINGHAM TANK PROTECTOR COMPANY 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA — 
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Fields of The 





Central West 


By ‘‘WHIT”’ 


ANOTHER ADVANCE IS POSTED. 





FINDLAY, O., Dec. 19.—Effective to- 
day, the Ohio Oil Co. posted an advance 
of 5 cents for North and South Lima, II- 
linois, Indiana, Wooster and Princeton 
crudes and 10 cents for Plymouth. 


ZERO WEATHER DELAYS DRILLING. 





TOLEDO, O., Dec. 16.—The Central 


West is shivering from zero weather for | 
the first time at this season of the year|} 


for many years back, and-many drilling 
wells are shut down for milder weather. 
The good price of oil may be an incentive 
for work throughout the winter season, 
and more or less work will be done when 
conditions are more favorable. In Ken- 
tucky there is no let-up, especially in the 
Irvine and Scottsville fields, where the 
weather is milder than in the north end of 
the Central West. 

One of the important finds of the week 
was the well drilled by local capital of 
Crestline, in Crawford County, Ohio, and 
at the eastern edge of the Trenton Rock 
fields. The well, at a depth of 800 feet, 
showed a nice volume of gas, and those 
visiting the well state that the gas was 
found in the Clinton formation, which 
rises rapidly to the west. The well is 
located about three miles northwest of 
Crestline, on the William Bauer farm, 
along the Swamp road. A company will 
now be formed and incorporated at Crest- 
line to do further test work in the vicin- 
ity of the town, as the people realize that 
even a gas field will be important to the 
town, which has been on the edge or 
between the Lima fields and the Central 
Ohio fields for many years without any 
real benefit from the industry. It is an- 
nounced that another well will soon start 
drilling on the Krichbaum farm. 

The winter season does not affect op- 
erations in the Kentucky field, as there 
is activity in all directions, pointing to 
increased operations in all fields where 
there is any chance of getting oil in pay- 
ing quantities. The two leading points 
of activity at this time are in Estill and 





Allen Counties. The former county is 
the most active, but let a pipe line once 
reach Allen County and there will be a 
great rush for that field. The purchase 
by the Standard Oil Co. of Kentucky of 
about 200 acres of land near the site of 
the State Fair Grounds, and the an- 
nouncement of the construction of a re- 
fining plant at a cost of $1,000,000, may 
mean the extension of the Cumberland 
Pipe Line Co.’s lines from the Wayne- 
Wolfe-Estill County fields and the laying 
of a line into the Allen County field. Op- 
erators in the Allen County field, at 
least, have an idea that the building of 
this big refining plant means an exten- 
sion of the Cumberland Pipe Line into 
the Allen County field, and acting on that 
idea operators in the field are getting 
quite active with their development work, 
to make the field have a showing that 
will be an inducement for the extending 
of the line. At this time the oil that is 
taken from the field is shipped by tank 
cars, but the inability to get sufficient 
cars has caused the piling up of stocks 
on the leases, while many of the wells 
in the county are shut in awaiting some 
kind of transportation for their output. 


Visitors in Scottsville. 


Scottsville, the hub of the Allen County 
field, is alive with outside operators’ who 
are taking a look over the field, and few 
of them will get away without an in- 
vestment of some kind. Some of the late 
arrivals at Scottsville are: Attorney Gen- 
eral E. T. England, of West Virginia; 
State Senator M. B. Godby and S. P. 
Smith, of Charleston, W. Va.; H. C. Dun- 
can and F. F. Riggall, of Huntington, W. 
Va.; F. A. Jones, Mount Vernon, O.; W. 
E. English and W. E. Goodrich, of Pitts- 
burgh; William Langsenkamt and Wil- 
liam Sandage, of Indianapolis; A. E. Aber- 
ling, Terre Haute; Mike Smith, Marion, 
Ind.; W. E. Lamberton, Robinson, IIl., 
and George Anderson, Pittsburgh. 

One of the important strikes of the 
week in the Allen County field was a 
large gas well drilled on the Reynolds 
farm, near the town of Halifax, by Snow- 
den Bros. The gas caught fire und the 





rig was burned to the ground. This is 
the first well drilled in that section of 
the county and is quite an extension to 
the north from the Frost pool and the 
Petroleum field. The well is one mile 
north of the old Porter farm well that 
was drilled in the ’60s and which was a 
real gusher, according to tradition. The 
finding of this gas well means as much 
to the field as the drilling in of the Guy 
well, seven miles northwest, and_ the 
Grubbs farm well, four miles northeast 
of the main pools, this well being about 
three miles from each of the new wells, 
or about midway between the two wells. 
No. 4 on the Guy farm, owned by Guy 
and others, is producing about 15 barrels 
a day. 

To Earl C. Huntsman belongs the credit 
of putting oil on the Allen County map, 
as it was through him that the well that 
started the late excitement was drilled. 
At the same time he was getting into the 
game for himself and now holds leases 
on several thousand acres of land that 
looks exceptionally good. 


All indications point to the western and 
northwestern section of -the county being 
the best looking for profitable wells. 
Every available. acre of territory around 
or near the town of Pope or Trammell 
post office looks good. The Guy farm 
wells are near Pope and the old Holand 
well is in that section of the county, also 
the well on the Rush farm. This well 
was driled by Dixon and others and is 
good for about six bbls. a day and is the 
farthest west of any well in that County, 
and the oil is of a lighter gravity than 
other sections of the county where drill- 
ing has been done. 

It appears now like the bulk of the 
operations during the winter season will 
be around Allen Springs, Halfway, Mt. 
Aerial, Pope, Trammel and other points 
in the west side of the County, as there 
are more contracts let for wells in that 
section than in any other part of the 
County. 

In Allen County, Snowden Bros. No. 1 
on the Enoch Boucher farm was dry, 
while No. 8 on the M. B. Crow farm will 
pump about 10 bbls., and their No. 3 on 
the Lon Richards farm produces about 
250 bbls. a day. Boyd and others on the 
Johnson farm drilled into salt water and 
is consoidered worthless. The Southern 
Oil Co.’s second well on Denton Reeves’ 
farm is in the sand, as is Kern and others 








second well on the Adam Grubb farm. 

The Petroleum Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 2 on 

_ Charles Tucker farm produced 125 
s. 

Anderson and others are due in the 
sand on the Marion farm. The Republic 
Oil Co. is drilling a well on the Fishburn 
farm. Treweke, Marshall and others have 
started a test on the Claude McReynolds 
farm. Aberling and others are drilling 
on the Miller farm. The Long Creek Oil 
Co. is drilling on the Joe Meredith farm. 
Turner, Overman and others are drilling 
on the Overman farm. The Petroleum 
Oil & Gas Co. is drilling on the Will Wy- 
gal farm. Sneed, McGuire and others are 
doing the same at No. 2 R. A. Read farm, 
and the Southern Oil Co. is@lrilling on the 
Kitty Hinton farm. 


The Allen County Oil & Gas Co. was 
recently organized at Scottsville, with a 
capital of $100,000 and has acquired some 
valuable looking territory in Allen County. 
The officers are: <A. G. Braswell, presi- 
dent; W. E. Treweke, vice president; 
Cc. VY. Chipman, secretary; H. L. Grooms, 
treasurer, and D. J. Marshall, of Wichita, 
Kan., is chairman of the board. 


The Republic Oil Co. a recent Delaware 
corporation owning oil properties in West 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, Illinois and Ken- 
tucky, has entered the Allen County field, 
secured some good looking holdings, and 
has started a well. The company closed 
a contract with Harry Geer for the drill- 
ing of five wells on its territory. 

The Illinois Field. 

Winter weather has struck the Iilinois 
field and from now on until spring the 
drill will be less active. There are many 
wells drilling and as soon as they are 
completed work will let up, at least that 
is the talk of the operators and it has 
usually developed that way from year to 
year. : 

In Wabash Township, Wabash County, 
in the Allendale pool, the Sian Oil & Gas 
Co.’s No. 5 on the Adam Biehl farm, Sec- 
tion 3, produced 150 bbls. at 1,532 feet. 
The Allendale Oil Co.’s second well on the 
W. B. King farm, Section 3, was dry at 
1,600 feet. 

In Petty Township, Lawrence County, 
the Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 9 on the EB C. 
Applegate farm, Section 18, and on the 
northeast quarter of the farm, .pumped 
50 bbls. from the Kirkwood and Green 
sands at a depth of 1,613 feet. 
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The producer who is securing the best results today, is 
the one who has from time to time adopted new and 
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The valuation of the Ohio Oil Co.’s 
property listed in Hancock County, O., for 
taxation is $35,797,380. Of this amount 
$34,540,220 is listed in Findlay. 

While paying a bill in a north side store 
in Findlay, O., Richard O Pierce, aged 
78 years, fell dead across a table. In the 
early days he was an extensive ope- 


rator. A son, Jay of Dayton, O., and a 
daughter, Mrs. W. E. Russell, of Findlay, 
survive. 

Cleveland, Columbus and many Ohio 
cities and towns, have reported a short- 
age in the gas suply during the cold snap. 
Toledo has been fortunate as the pressure 
has beep exceptionally good. | 








California Field Operations 


By C. H. GILMAN 


SHIPMENTS EXCEED PRODUCTION. 





LOS ANGELES, Cal., Dec. °16.—The 
wide discrepancy between production and 
shipments existing for some months is 
again expressed in the oil-field statistics 
for November, says the Standard Oil Bul- 
letin. 

November production of 263,209 bbls. 
daily is a decline of 3,311 bbls. daily com- 
pared with October, while shipments of 
310,008 bbls. daily is a new high record 
figure for shipments, or an increase. of 
6,356 bbls. over October. 

The 48 well completions during the 
month yielded initial daily production of 
5,800 bbls. 

November Field Summary. 


Daily 

Field— a a si Comp. Prod. 
Kern -River......... 15 13 22,595 
McKittrick ........ i 17 1 9°582 
Midway-Sunset 24 82 19 108,327 
Lost Hills- Belridge. 19 24 10 14,754 
CORMIER nnidess fess 8 30 1 44,291 
Lompoc and S. Maria 4 27 o* 13,075 
Ventura Co., Newhall 3 28 ae 2,893 
Los Ang’s, Salt Lake .. 3 <e 4,654 


Whittier-Fullerton .. 2 72 4 42,808 
Summerland ....... «. oe oe 155 
Watsonville ........ .. é’ ee 75 


|) Ee Pe 66 298 263,209 

Total crude oil stocks, Nov. 30, 1916, ‘45, - 
914,181 bbls. 

Total shipments from fields, November, 
1916, 9,300,235 bbls. 





QUESTION OF NEW TERRITORY. 


LOS ANGELES, Dec. 16.—Sizing up the 
oil situation in California, with all due re- 
gard to the optimism expressed in past 
years, when it was not unusual to read 
reports of the great possibilities that were 
awaiting future developments, when a 
cry went forth that we had plenty of oil 
to even supply the navy for 50 years to 
come, and taking into consideration the 
efforts that have been put forth and the 
results that have been attained, it grows 
more obvious every day that the securing 
of new territory to take the place of that 
already developed is a matter of most 
serious. consideration. 

Looking back over the achievements of 
1916, there is little of record to show of 
any real territory to add to the former 
fields of development. In fact, it is safe 
to say that not a single acre of virgin 
territory has been opened and every bar- 
rel of oil produced has been taken from 
the duly recognized. fields, and the fact 
that consumption has exceeded actual pro- 
duction to the extent of nearly, 10,000,000 
bbls., a drawing out of one-sixth of the 
amount accumulated while the fields were 
at their best, is only a forecast of what 
may: reasonably be expected if this con- 
dition continues and’ present resources 
are not added to by the discovery of new 
and prolific oil lands. : 

Up to Dec. 1 there was a total of 677 
new drilling wells started, according to 
the report of the State Mining Bureau, 
and during the first 10 months of the year 
542 wells were completed. This is far in 
excess of the previous year, as the reports 
show a total of only 435 wells completed 
during 1915. 

One year ago the different field reports 
continued to carry “shut in’’ production. 
This varied in amount between the two 
recognized authorities—the Standard and 
Agency—the former contending that there 
was 8,000 bbls. per day, while the latter 
showed 6,000 bbls. This feature of the 
monthly reports was finally disregarded in 
the Standard’s June report, and later ‘the 
Agency wiped out-the “shut in” produc- 
tion, for the fact became duly recognized 
that marketers were after all the oil that 
could be produced. The wells that were 
given credit for being shut in were prin- 
cipally located in the old Kern River field 
and at Coalinga, the former being a large 
number of small producers owned by the 
Associated Oil Co., and- the latter,. at 
Coalinga, were those of the Shell Oil Co., 

o, it was claimed, were not in a posi- 
tion to handle- their-oik 

In the earlier period of shut-in produc- 
tion, a large amount was credited to the 
Agency companies, which were unable to 
market a certain percentage of their out- 
put, the marketing demands of that or- 
ganization being inadequate to take care 





of all the membership oil, which made it 
imperative that it be prorated among the 
members. 

But these conditions have all changed. 
All the oil that can be produced is now 
in demand, and while few of the Agency 
companies have as yet entered into ex- 
tensive developments in the way of drill- 
ing new wells, there has been consider- 
able effort in the cleaning of wells that 
to a great extent were allowed to run 
down on account of having but little 
storage facility and a very poor price for 
the oil developed and marketed under the 
conditions enumerated. 


It was the generally accepted theory 
that the reason of the Associated Oil Co. 
shutting down their Kern River wells 
was that they “could better afford to buy 
oil at 30 cents a barrel than to operate 
these old wells,” as they were all small 
producers. However that may be, the 
company suddenly began active develop- 
ments in the old field some months ago, 
first by putting all these old wells back 
into commission, and the reports follow- 
ing these activities were that ‘they had 
discovered that water was coming into 
the oil sand, which made it necessary for 
them to get busy,’”’ as otherwise the whole 
field was endangered. 


But along with the opening of the old 
wells they also engaged in very extensive 
new developments, and the territory be- 
ing very shallow a large number of new 
wells have since been completed. As few 
‘of these wells exceed 15 bbls. per day, the 
added production has not been of such 
great importance when taken into consid- 
eration with the fact that it takes from 
ten to a dozen wells to equal the output 
of one good producer in the Midway field. 

In more recent months there has been 
a general awakening to the realization 
that some new territory has got to be 
opened, and the most peculiar feature in 
connection with this proposition is that 
the still hunt for producing lands has led 
the prospector back over old discarded 
fields that, while having some of the 
necessary indications of being oil-bearing, 
from a geological point of view were nev- 
ertheless passed up in the days gone by 
when there seemed to be no limit to the 
oil resources then under development. 

This new field of endeavor is located in 
the Cat Canyon district of the Santa 
Maria field in Santa Barbara County, and 
while some good prospects have been ap- 
parent in other parts of the county for 
a long time, larger prospects seemed to 
have loomed up when E. L. Doheny pur- 
chased the John Bell estate, consisting 
of 6,000 acres, paying therefor the sum of 
$1,800,000. Besides this, many other local- 
ities, by lease and purchase, have been 
taken up in other parts of the county, as 
well as several thousand acres in Ven- 
tura County, and a large number of new 
wells have been started ir anemone these 
various holdings. 

And Mr. Doheny is not the only one who 
has drifted back to the old, neglected 
prospective fields. Up in San Luis Obispo 
County, where some years ago a number 
of wells were drilled with apparent suc- 
cess, a new era has dawned and two com- 
panies are now actively drilling, while a 
number of leaseholders are patiently wait- 
ing the outcome of their efforts. Up in 
Santa Clara County, at Gilroy, S. C. Gra- 
ham and associates, experienced oil men, 
are now producing oil from several old 
wells that in the “flush days of the busi- 
ness” were given little consideration. 
They are also drilling a number of new 
wells with good success. 

Near Guadalupe, the Standard Oil Co. 
has two wildcats down to a depth of 3,000 
feet or more, and the same company is 
extensively engage@ in drilling in the Cat 
«anyon, having purchased a part of the 
holdings of the Santa Maria Oilfields, Ltd. 
which has been active in this field for a 
number of years. The Standard has also 
engaged in wildcatting in Los Angeles 
County, having a wildcat near Wilming- 
ton which is close to 2,000 feet deep, with 
some showing of oil, and just recently 
the company has built a new camp and 
has the derrick up for a well to be drilled 
on the Baldwin estate, the location being 
a short distance from the old Whittier 
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EARLY DELIVERY 


9,000 tons total deadweight; new. 
Delivery U. S., prompt. 
8,000 tons total deadweight; nearly 


new. Delivery U .S., December, 
1916. 


4,760 tons total deadweight; 
U. S., December, 1916. 


Delivery 


DELIVERY AFTER THE WAR 


Or Owners would sell now purchasers 
taking over Government 
Time Charter. 


8,500 tons total deadweight. 
8,400 do. 
6,800 Qi 
6,700 do. 
5,800 do. 
5,300 do. 
5,200 des 
5,100 do. 
5,000 do. 
4,900 do 

















22 


THE OIL AND 


GAS JOURNAL 





field along the range of hills leading into 
the Los Angeles field. 

The Union Oil Co. has a new rig up on 
the Bixby ranch near Long Beach, which 
is removed from any proven territory. 
They will start drilling at once. Coupled 
with all this new work other wells of 
equal importance might be mentioned, 
such as the Highland Development Co. 
and the Gold Seal Oil Co. in the Puente 
Hills, on the Fundenburg ranch, north of 
Olinda field; the Olinda Land Co. well, 
some miles east of the Olinda field; the 
Placerita well near San Fernando, all of 
which have showed a certain amount of 
gas and some streaks of oil, and any one 
of which may mean absolutely new fields. 

While a feeble effort is still going on 
in San Barnardino County, near Hawes, 
by the Kramer Consolidated Oil Co., it 
might be of interest to know that these 
people have kept interest alive for over 
18 years, since they first started work, 
but in spite of hundreds of setbacks their 
officers still display great optimism, de- 
claring that eventually they will prove 
to the world that they are located onl 
a large field of oil—oil of high gravity 
for they have samples to show it, andj) 
what is more, the oil is of a paraffin base. | 

But the length of time consumed in the} 
drilling of any of these wells would | 
drive an eastern operator insane. Days} 
run into weeks and weeks into months, | 
often into years as delay after delay is| 
met with, and nothing definite as to the | 
ultimate results can be relied upon. 

Agency Field Report. | 

In connection with field statistics for | 
the month of November, Frank J. Silsbee, | 
head of the statistical department of the| 
Independent Oil Producers’ Agency, in| 
summing up comparisons with past re-| 
ports and outlining the present field situ- 
ation, says: | 

“When complete figures for the year 
1916 are available, it will probably be 
shown that stocks of California oil were} 
reduced in that period close to 12,000,000 | 
bbls. against a decrease in stocks in 1915] 
of 2,281,000 bbls., an increase of approxi-| 
mately 9,719,000 bbls. 

“Figures on the ——— of 
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News of Moiieak Oil Fielde 


By GEORGE BLARDONE 


NOVEMBER OIL SHIPMENTS. 





TAMPICO, Mexico, Dec. 12.—The three- | 
million-barrel mark was passed during the | 
month of Nevember, insofar as the move- 
ment of oil from Tampico and Tuxpam| 
was concerned. In the aggregate, this| 
was the largest movement of oil during | 
the past three years from the ports in 
question; and it was a movement rather 
generally distributed among the ten com- 
panies consigning the cargoes cleared, 
three major companies falling slightly be- 
low their high records of other months. 
The bulk of the oil composing the Novem- 
ber movement was, as usual, the high-| 
gravity oils of the Southern pools, Panu- 
co, with its heavier crude, being repre- 
sented by approximately two-thirds of a 
million barrels. 

Reduced to figures, the November move- 
ment from Tampico and Tuxpam agegre- 
gated 3,168,669 bbls., an increase over the 
October movement of 327,285 bbls. Of 
this oil, 756,230 bbls. represented oils other 
than crude. The movement was distrib- 
uted as follows: To the United States, 
2,300,855 bbls.; to South America, 460,652; 
to Mexican coastwise, 383,050, and to 
Central America, 24,112. The feature of 
the movement was the marked increase} 
in shipments to South America (both| 
coasts). The Mexican coastwise movement 
represented, in the main, transfers. of! 
crude by the Mexican Eagle Oil Co., Ltd., | 
from Tuxpam to its refinery in the Isth. | 
mus, although the same company deliv-| 
ered a few cargoes of crude for fuel pur-| 
poses to Vera Cruz. The deliveries to! 
the United States contemplated a range 
of ports from Aransas Pass, Tex., to Port- 
land, Me. At the foot of this column the 
shipments, by companies and steamers, 
are detailed. 

In the Fields. 

With the exception of the relegation of 
one test in the Southern fields to the 
abandoned column, Mexican field opera- 
tions were routine the past week. Mexi- 
can Eagle Oil Co., Ltd., abandoned its 
No. 23 Tanhuijo at 2,550 feet. The status 
of other tests in the Southern fields is 
unchanged. At Panuco, New England 
Fuel Oil Co. has a showing of oil in its 
No. 1 Cabailero, which is drilling in lime- 
stone at 1,800 feet. The operations in the 
pool were routine throughout and are 
epitomized as follows: Mexican Gulf Oil 





| barely topping the former record of 314,- 


| bbls. 


}was 7,881,447 bbls., 


| total reduction for the 111 months of the 


, Co.’s: No. 1 Lopez has a fishing job ata 
| 1,416 feet. 


petroleum in California for the year 1916, 
which will appear near the middle of 
January, 1917, will probably show a total 
of close to 92,250,000 bbls., a daily aver- 
age, in round numbers, of 252,800 bbl. For 
the year 1915 production amounted to 89,- 
725,775 bblis.,:a daily average of 254,824 
bbls. The increase in 1916 will therefore 
be close to 7,000 bbls. a day over the 
previous year. There was an average of 
approximately 18,000 bbls. daily produc- 
tion shut in during the year 1915 and 
approximately 5,000 bbls. daily for the 
first half of the year 1916. 

“Shipments during 1916 will probably 
reach 103,950,000 bbis., a daily average, 
in round numbers, of 284,800 bbls., estab- 
lishing a new high record in the move- 
ment of oil. ‘Shipments in 1915 amounted 
to 92,007,715 bbls., a daily average of 252,- 
076 bbls. The increase in 1916, accord- 
ing to the foregoing estimate, as com- 
pared to 1915, will be close to 12,000,000 
bbls., or a million bbls. a month gain. 
The previous high mark was in 1914, 
when 94,470,989 bbls. were shipped, a 
daily average of 258,825 bbls. 

The month of November shows a reduc- 
tion in stocks of 1,586,734 bbls., a daily 
average of 52,891 bbls., constituting the 
largest draft on reserves in a_ single 
month in the history of the California 
petroleum industry. Shipments during 
November amounted to the unprecedented 
total of 9,468,181 bbls., a daily average of 
315,606 bbls., being a new high record, 


854 bbls. daily, which occurred in Sep- 
tember of this year. October shipments 
amounted to 296,455 bbls. a day. 

“Production in November weakened 
somewhat as compared with the previous 
month, a daily average reduction of 3,748 
being indicated in the Agency sta- 
tistics. The total output for the month 
a daily average of 
262.715 bbls., against a total yield in Oc- 
tober of 8,260,357 bbls., a daily average 
of 226,463 bbls. 

“Stocks totaled 45,369,971 bbls. on Des. 
1, against 46,956,705 bbls. on Nev. 1. The 
year is 10,607,209 bbls.’’ 


Sun Oil Co’s No. 1 Gonzales 
has drilled out cement plugs and is pre- 
pared to make hole. Cia. de Petroleo 
Panuco-Maguabes, No. 1 Vinas, has suc- 
ceeded in fishing out tools at 2,275 feet 
and is resuming drilling. The status of 
the other tests remain generally un- 
changed. 

In the Topila pool, La Corona Petro- 
leum Co.’s No. 5, reported last week as 
making some oil after encountering a 
pocket of salt water, is drilling at 2,460 
feet in a brown shale with some lime 
shells, and is good for say 150 bbls. of 
oil, which flows by heads some seven or 
eight times a day. The drilling has been 
temporarily suspended to see what the 
well will do. The cémpany is cementing 


8-inch in its No. 9, in shale and lime 
shells. Mexican Fuel Co.’s No. 9 Santa 


Fe is drilling in shale at 1,600 feet. Cia. 
Petrolera Poblana, No. 1, Lot 4, Tam- 
boyoche, is drilling in blue shale at 725 
feet. Cia. de Petroleo La Argenina de 
Topila, No. 1, Lot 9, is ,shing for lost 
tools. Cia. Petrolera Los Cantabros de 
Panuco, No. 1 P. Arteago, the test which 
has been making considerable gas from 
2,250 feet and is drilled 2,306 feet, is run- 
ning in 6-inch preparatory to going deep- 
er. Cia. Mexicana Petrolera Seguranza, 
No. 1, Lot 48, Lagartero, is drilled 1,170 
feet and is shut down temporarily. 
Miscellaneous Tests. 

The miscellaneous column promises to 
be enlivened at Lomas y Llanos, where 
Cia. Petrolera La Giralda is reported to 
have encountered a showing of oil and a 
little gas at approximately 2,200 feet. Op- 
erations are continuing with an oil-saver. 
La Giralda is located on Lot 5, which is 
no great distance from Lot 7, where 
American Fuel Oil Co., in 1915, got a 
40-bbl. well from approximately the same 
depth, but a feature of this latter test 
was, also, but very little gas. 

At Soto La Marina; La Corona Petro- 
leum Co. is running in 6-inch in both 
No. 2 and No. 3 San Jose de la Rusias, 
and has made location and is moving in 
material for No. 4. The only drilling op- 
erations in progress in the Statae of Tam- 
aulipas is the San Jose operations of the 
Corona people, but Mexican Gulf Oil Co. 
(Gulf Refining interest) is preparing to 
invade that State, having made a loca- 


Aldama. Sabino Gordo lies, approximate- 
ly, 40 miles east of Gonzales, a station on 
the Monterrey division of the National 
Lines, some two hours’ ride from Tam- 
pico. 

Tampico Oil, Ltd., an English company 
with some little production at Chila, has 
derrick up and has commenced operations 
on Lot 15, Hacienda Santa Ana. 


At San Mateo, Cia. Inglesa Explotadora 
de Petroleo, No. 1, Lot 10, is shut down 
temporarily in blue shale at 2,400 feet. 
Cia. Mexicano de Petroleo La Esperanza, 
No. 1, Lot 19, is drilling in hard rock at 
500 feet. 

At Bsterillos, Continental Mexican Pe- 
troleum Co.’s test (being drilled by the 
Mexican Gulf Oil Co.) is drilling in gumbo 
at 570 feet. 

Mexican Notes. 


The Texas Co. officials here, headed by 
Vice President R. C. Holmes, chief of the 
refinery division, have gone to Lobos Is- 
land to inspect the company’s terminal 
properties there. A crew of telephone 
constructors have also arrived from the 
Stataes to construct a telephone line for 
the company from Panuco to Tampico. 

Panuco Transportation Co.’s (marine 
subsidiary of The Texas Co.) steamer 
Jennie Barbour has been hauled out on 
the company’s ways ‘for repairs. 

Freeport & Mexican Transportation Cor- 
poration’s steamer Crescent has been 
placed in commission, the company lay- 
ing up for needed repairs its other river 
towboat Helen White. 

The September floods in this district 
not only shoaled the bar at the mouth 
of the Panuco River, but also deposited 
enough sediment at different points along 
the river between Panuco and Topila to 
seriously interfere with the transportation 
of oil by barges from the former field. 
The usual depth for barges at Panuco has 
been 8 feet, but the present loading draft 
is 6% feet, which illustrates the volume 
of cargo space lost in the barges com- 
prising the oil tows. 

Levi Smith, general manager of the 
Penn Mex Fuel Co., has returned to the 
United States for a three weeks’ visit. 

Samuel Clerk Reed, of the Oil Well Sup- 


ply Co., headquarters in Pittsburgh, Pa., 
is visiting the company’s local station 


here. 








Thursday, 
Canadian Field 
CHATHAM, Ont., Dec. 16.—There is 


a slight renewal of drilling activity in 
British Columbia. In the vicinity of Van- 
couver the Pitt Meadows Oil Wells Co. 
resumed drilling a week or so ago, after 
an eight-months’ fishing job. This com- 
pany, which is backed by Vancouver men 
headed by Judge Grant, has been drilling 
intermittently in the Pitt Meadows dis- 
trict for four years, The first test was 
abandoned, the drilling equipment prov- 
ing unsuitable. No. 2 well drilled for 
several months and the drillers had a lot 
of trouble, eventually losing their tools. 
It was found impossible to recover the 
tools, and the hole had to be abandoned. 
It was also reported at the time that con- 
siderable difficulty was experienced with 
water. Later, No. 3 well was started and 
carried to 1,900 feet without a show. 
There was some trouble with the casing 
and eventually the wire cable caught in a 
deflection of the pipe at 1,500 feet and 
wore a hole through the casing, in which 
the tools jammed, the cable breaking in 
the effort to extricate them. Since early 
in the spring Driller Marshall Finch and 
his gang have been patiently clearing 
the hole and recovering the tools, after 
which the hole was widened.to 8 inches 
for its entire depth. At the time drilling 
was stopped by the accident, the drill was 
working in a hard, black formation in 
which depth is made very slowly. Re- 
cent balings show on oily film, but no 
serious oil showing has been encountered 
at any depth. 

The B. C. Oilfields, Limited, is reported 
to have resumed drilling on the west 
coast of Graham Island. This company 
has been drilling intermittently at that 
point for several years, but no commer- 
cial oil has resulted. 


NINE-FOOT COAL VEIN FOUND. 





WARREN, Pa., Dec. 15.—On the Arthur 
Briggs farm, east of Russell, Warren 
County, Jamestown (N. Y.) men were 
drilling for oil recently when they struck 
a nine-foot vein of coal. 
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| Columbian Rope Co. 
Auburn, N. Y. (The Cordage City) 
At All National Supply Co. Stores 
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News Concerning The 
Western Oil Refiners 


A special meeting of the Western Pe- 
troleum Refiners’ Association was held 
in Tulsa last Saturday to take action on 
the resignation of H. G. James, secretary 
of that organiaztion. When it was ascer- 
tained the resignation was irrevocable, it 
was accepted effective on or before March 
1. Mr. James was thereupon granted a 
leave of absence during the month of 
January. President D. W. Moffitt, who 
had previously tendered his resignation, 
and the same had not been accepted, 
again announced his desire to retire, and 
Mr. James was elected president to take 
his place as soon as a secretary could be 
secured. E. W. Goebel, treasurer of the 
association, offered his resignation, and 
the secretary was instructed to request 
Mr. Goebel to withdraw the same. The 
position of secretary of the association 
was offered to R. L. Welch, general coun- 
sel for the Western Jobbers’ Association, 
at Chicago. It is not yet known whether 
Mr. Welch will accept the place, but it 
is generally believed he will. Mr. Welch 
is a very capable attorney and has had 
considerable experience in oil matters 
and will bring to the association ability 
and dignity. His headquarters will be 
in Kansas City. Mr. James announced 
that he will be vice president and gen- 
eral manager of the Evans-Thwing Re- 
fining Co. 





C. D. Webster and associates have made}, 


arrangements for the constuction of a 
1,000-bbl. refinery at Hominy, Okla., where 
the Tidal Oil Co., Springer & Kennedy 
have a large production of high-grade 
crude. The plant will be known as the 
Osage Refining Co. This will make three 
refineries in which Mr. Webster is inter- 
ested. 

The O-K Refining Co., operating the 
refinery at Niotaze, Kan., has leased the 
West Tulsa plant of the Uncle Sam Oil 
Co. and is now operating it, the lease for- 


merly held by J. B. Ryan having expired. |, 


H. G. James and R. L. Welch have gone 
to New York to attend a conference be- 
tween the members of the tank car com- 
mittee of the Master Car Builders’ Asso- 
ciation and representatives of the owners 
of private tank cars, at which it is hoped 
to adjust and settle differences which 
have arisen over rules and specifications 
promulgated by the Master Car Builders’ 
Association touching tank cars. 


J. J. Taxman, who recently purchased 
the plant of the El Dorado Refining Co., 
is installing new boilers and adding new 
stills and expects to: increase the capac- 
ity of his plant to 2,000 bbls. a day. 

The Lesh Refining Co. is installing ad- 
ditional stills preparatory to increasing 
the capacity of its plant. to 2,000 bbls. a 
day. It is now running about 750 bbls. a 
day. 

Many private tank car owners in the 
Gulf States are sending their tank cars 
up into the Mid-Continent field for sale 
to the independent. refiners. They are 
realizing a very handsome profit in doing 
so. Cars which have been in service for 
a year and which meet the Master Car 
Builders’ Association's specifications are 
quoted as high as $2,400. One of these 
days there will be a slump in tank-car 
prices and somebody will get burned. 

A. F. Vandersall has disposed of his 
interest in the Crystal White Refining Co. 
He has secured considerable acreage in 
Kansas and expects to do some opereting 
there. He also expects to identify him- 
self again with some refinery. 

There is a rumor that Ottawa. Kan., is 
to be the home of a new refining enter- 
prise, which will secure its crude from 
wells in that vicinity. Recently a 60-bbl. 
well was drilled at Wellsville, only a 
short distance from Ottawa. 

The Evans-Thwing Refining Co. has 
started preliminary work for the con- 
struction of a refinery on the Little Blue 
in Kansas City. Storage tanks will be 
erected at once. 


BONDS OF ASSOCIATED OIL CO. 
NEW YORK, Dec. 14.—The Union Trust 
Co., of San Fancisco, trustee, under the 
first refunding mortgage of the Associ- 
ated Oil Co., dated Jan. 15, 1910, an- 
nounces that it will receive written offers 
for the sale to it of first refunding mort- 
gage 5% bonds of the company to the 
amount of $878,286, representing moneys 
in the sinking fund now in possession of 
the trustee. Such offers must be deliv- 
ered to the office of the trust company in 
— Francisco not later than 12 o’clock 
an. 16. 





Cc. N. HASKELL STRIKES OIL 
NEAR CORDOVA, IN ALABAMA. 





CORDOVA, Ala., Dec. 19.—Drillers late 
today struck a heavy flow of oil on a 
tract of land three miles. south of Cor- 
dova under lease to a party of Tulsa 
(Okla.) men headed by former Governor 
Haskell of Oklahoma. Oil was struck at 
a depth of 800 feet and the flow is esti- 
mated at 100 bbls. a day. Drilling has 
been stopped pending the arrival of the 
Oklahoma men. 


Land Dealer of Tulsa 
Is Victim of Murderer 


Samuel C. Davis, of Tulsa, known gen- 





erally among local oil men as a dealer 


in Indian oil and gas lands and other 
territory, was shot and killed in Joplin, 
Mo., on Monday night of this week. The 
tragedy took place at the home of Mrs. 
Daisy Carter, a divorced woman, to whom 
Davis was to have been married, so she 
informed the police. 

Davis had gone to Joplin to visit Mrs. 


Carter and on Monday evening he, Mrs. 


Carter and the latter’s mother had left 
the Carter home for a stroll through the 
town. Returning, they observed that a 
window had been raised, and under the 
supposition that a burglar was in the 
house, Davis, with revolver in hand, 


started on a search. When he opened a 


clothes closet, a masked man, crouching 
in the place, arose and shot Davis, the 
latter dying in a few moments. After 
firing the fatal shot the man threatened 
the woman with his revolver, but did not 
shoot. He left the house immediately, his 
identity being unknown. That is Mrs. 
Carter’s version of the tragedy. Detec- 
tives are convinced that it was not a rob- 
bery murder. Nothing was taken from 
the house or the dead man. 

The news of Davis’ death caused a sen- 
sation in Tulsa. Not long ago his wife 
had taken action against him for divorce, 
Mrs. Carter being one of the witnesses. 
* Davis was one-eighth Cherokee and had 
been educated at Carlisle school. Former- 
ly he was secretary to Chief Perryman of 
the Creek Nation. He had the handling 
of vast tracts of land in late years and 
leaves an estate valued at $200,000. 


Five Men Are Burned: 
Property Loss, $200,000 


DRUMRIGHT, Okla., Dec. 18.—Today, 
at noon, an explosion wrecked the plant 
of the Cushing Gasoline Co., located near 
this place. How the explosion occurred 
is unknown, but it is supposed that gaso- 
line had leaked from a coil and became 
ignited. 

Five men were shockingly burned; two 
perhaps may not recover. The victims 
include Henry Groves, a fireman, and J. 
W. Moran, an employe of the plant. These 
are the men who, it is feared, are fatally 
burned. A. W. Garret, Barney Holt and 
Cc. S. Sherwin were seriously burned, but 
their recovery is expected. 

The explosion was heard for a long: dis- 
tance and was so forceful as to shake 
buildings in this town, which is two miles 
from the scene of the blow-up. Members 
of the local fire department responded 
quickly to the summons for help, and it 
was while engaged in his dangerous 
duties at the fire that Henry Groves was 
so badly burned. He was enveloped by 
a burst of. flame and his clothing was 
consumed on his body, leaving him with 
burns all over his person. In addition, 
one of his shoulders was dislocated. 

The plant was destroyed, entailing a 
loss of about $200,000. 


Arthur B. Sims Killed; 
May Be Murder Victim 


KANSAS CITY, Mo., Dec. 19.—The body 
of a well-dressed man, his head crushed 
and back broken, was found today beside 
the tracks near the end of the inter-city 
viaduct in Kansas City, Kan. Police ex- 
pressed the belief that the man had been 
murdered and his body thrown from the 
viaduct, probably 50 or 60 feet abdve the 
tracks. 

Letters, bank books and papers in his 
pockets identified the man as Arthur B. 
Sim, secretary of the Goldenrod Oil & 
Gas Co., of Wichita, Kan. 

The police seemed of the opinion that 
the man had been robbed and thrown 
from the viaduct from an automobile. A 
watch chain dangled from his vest, but 
the watch could not be found. 
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6 G-E-M” 
Special 
Bilged 
Steel Barrel 





“‘The Better Barrel’ 


When you buy “G-E-M” SPECIAL 
BILGED STEEL BARRELS—the bar- 
rel with the hoop formations—you get 
a@ package that has over 50% greater 
wall strength than any other type of 
bilged steel barrel on the market. 


If you would prove for your own sat- 
isfaction just how much strength these 
hoop formations add to the shell of 
“G-E-M” SPECIAL BILGED STEEL 
BARRELS compare the relative power 
required to bend a plain, smooth piece 
of sheet metal with a corrugated one of 
the same size and gauge. The latter 
will require considerably more effort to 
bend. Why? Because the corrugation 
is a reinforcement. Just so with the 
hoop formations of ‘““G-E-M’’ SPECIAL 
BILGED STEEL BARRELS, which add 
over 50% to their strength and enable 
them to stand up under hard and rough 
service. 


These hoops are integral with the 
body of the barrel. They are not forced 
on over the surface of the barrel, but 
rolled in the metal during manufacture. 
They are reinforcements and PREVENT 
DENTING and CRUSHING or other 
damage resulting from hard usage. 


What are your requirements? Write today for 
quotation and your copy of ‘‘The Better Barrel.” 


THE PRESSED STEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY 
General Offices and Works, SHARON, PA. 


District Sales Offices: 
PITTSBURGH CHICAGO 
702 Frick Bldg. 1417 Lytton Bldg. 

Pacific Coast Representatives: 
Dorward Engineering Company, 503 Market St., San Francisco, 


NEW YORK CITY 
50 Church St. 


ST. LOUIS 
712 3d National Bank 
Bldg. 


Cal. 























COLONA 


(Patented) 


THREAD, PROTECTORS 


FOR LINE PIPE, TUBING AND CASING 
OIL AND GAS MEN KNOW 


that the threads on Line Pipe, Tub- 
ing and Casing must be protected in 
transit, and should specify ‘“‘pipe 
threads to be protected by Colona 
Thread Protectors.’’ 


WHY THE COLONA PRO- 
TECTOR IS BEST 


The end of the pipe screws tight 
againts flange ‘‘A’’ which protects 
the starting threads from end blows. 
No other protector does this See 
that arch ‘‘B’’. This arch protects 
against blows and thrusts from every 
other angle. 


MADE OF COLD PRESSED STEEL 
Maximum Strength, Minimum Weight 


COLONA MFG. CO. 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Mid-Continent Representative: 
FRANK SOWERS, Tulsa, Okla. 





Plant: 
MONACA, PA. 
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Casinghead Gasoline 
Men Are Organized 


At a meeting of casinghead gasoline 
producers, held in Tulsa on Friday, defin- 
ite organization was perfected and the 
name adopted was The Casinghead Gaso- 
line Producers of America. A constitu- 
tion and by-laws were adopted. Mem- 
bership was divided into two classes, sus- 
taining and individual membership. In 
the first class shall be eligible only manu- 
facturers, while to the second class em- 
ployes of gasoline plants, manufacturers 
of supplies, representatives of any iné@us- 
try “indirectly connected with -or inter- 
ested in the production of casinghead gas- 
oline’’ are eligible. Individual members 
shali be entitled to the privilege of open 
meetings, but shall not participate in the 
executive sessions. It was also provided 
that all officers of the association shall 
be sustaining members except the secre- 
tary, who shall be elected by the execu- 
tive committee. 


An executive committee of six, three to 
serve for two years and three to serve 
for one year, was chosen as follows: For 
the term ending Jan. 4, 1919, A. N. Kerr 
and William M. Welch, of Tulsa, and 
F. C. Henderson, of New York; for the 
term ending Jan. 4. 1918, J. A. Hull, W. 
P. Donovan and G. K. Swan, all of Tulsa. 

Annual meetings are to be held on the 
first Friday in January of each year and 
quarterly meetings are to be held every 
three months. Special meetings may be 
called by the president on 10 days’ no- 
tice. The financing of the operations of 
the association is left with the executive 
committee. Annual dues of sustaining 
members shall be $50 per year and of in- 
dividual members $5 per year. When 
assessments are necessary to carry out 
the work of the association, they shall be 
made on the production of the raw gaso- 
line and not pro rata. Tulsa was selected 
as headquarters of the association and 
provision made for opening offices here 
when needed. 

Reports were read showing progress all 
along the line. The committee appointed 
to confer with the Bureau of Explosives 
of the Interstate Commerce Commission 
reported that it has been in conference 
with the Bureau in New York and that 
the changes recommended by the gasoline 
producers had been put in effect by the 
bureau and that other changes in ship- 
ping regulations were being considered 
by the bureau, and it was the opinion of 
the members of the committee that with- 
in a very short time all of the recom- 
mendations of the committee would be 
put in force. 

Thomas Chestnut, president, presiding, 
said that the association has already been 
of great benefit to all casinghead gasoline 
producers in Oklahoma and that he was 
sure that the casinghead gasoline produc- 
ers are alive to the necessity of concerted 
and organized action for the purpose of 
educating the public to the importance 
of the industry, which is rapidly becom- 
ing one of the most important in the 
State. He said that he believed that 
every gasoline producer in the State 
would be a member of the association in 
a very short time and that all that was 
necessary to securg membership was 
merely to call the attention of the casing- 
head gasoline producers to what had al- 
ready been accomplished, and yet the as- 
sociation was less than a month old. 

All the members present expressed 
themselves as enthused over the prospect 
for the coming year and gratified with 
the work of the association in securing 
reform of shipping regulations, which will 
permit of the handling of casinghead gas- 
oline with far less annoyance and con- 
fusion than formerly. There are yet sev- 
eral reforms in regulations governing 
transportation which are undetermined, 
but these are being taken up as rapidly 
as possible and early action is expected. 

Fifteen sustaining and five individual 
members signed the roll and the meeting 
adjourned to meet in Tulsa on Jan. 4, 
1917. 





BRADFORD MAN TO LOCATE HERE. 





From the Bradford (Pa.) Star: L. A. 
Eberhart, assistant manager of the Oil 
Well Supply Co.’s store in this city, has 
been promoted to a position with the 
same company at Tulsa, Okla. Mr. and 
Mrs. Eberhart and daughter left this 
morning for Pittsburgh, where they will 
visit before proceeding to Tulsa. Mr. 
BDberhart and family have resided in this 
city for three years and have made many 
friends during that time. 





PROSPERITY IN CALIFORNIA DUE 
TO RECENT OIL PRICE BOOST. 





SAN FRANCISCO, Cal., Dec. 15. — 
Shares of many producing California oil 
companies that are included in the classi- 
fication of ‘‘small’’ concerns, because of 
their comparatively light capitalization or 
because their operations are confined to 
the producing branch of the business, are 
receiving much attention from investore 
as a result of the advance in prices of 
crude petroleum. Stocks that were re- 
garded as purely speculative issues, and 
which found little favor with the public 
less than a year ago, are now figuring 
prominently in the securities markets, as 
glance at the list of quotations on the San 
Francisco and Los Angeles Stock Ex- 
changes will show. 

The resumption of monthly dividends 
by the Central of Whittier and the Pinal- 
Dome companies within the last few 
weeks, together with increased payments 
and extra dividend declarations by other 
of the State’s smaller concerns, were 
among recent stock market developments 
that were responsible for a _ general 
strengthening of quotations on oil securi- 
ties. Several of these low-priced issues 
have registered good gains within a com- 
paratively short time, but stock exchange 
records show that higher bids have failed 
to induce any heavy selling in the open 
market. 

The showing made by the Pinal-Dome 
Co. for the first eight months of this year 
furnishes a good exposition of the general 
improvement in the oil industry. This 
company, which is one of the largest of 
the smaller independent producing and re- 
fining concerns cperating in the State, 
has just issued a financial statement for 
the first eight months of this year, show- 
ing a surplus derived from all sources 
amounting to $523,357. When it is con- 
sidered that the company has paid for 
new property out of earnings during this 
period, besides resuming dividends at the 
old rate of 3% per annum, and declaring 
an extra within a few weeks after the 
resumption of payments, this showing is 
a remarkable one. 


Another Million Dollar 
Deal In Kansas District 


INDEPENDENCE, Kan., Dec. 18.—C. E. 
Roth, of this city, and his business as- 
sociates closed a deal here Saturday 
whereby the Carter Oil Co. purchased a 
very valuable oil property belonging to 
the former for a sum said to be consid- 
erably more than a million dollars. 

Associated with Mr. Roth in the own- 
ership of the lease were A. L. Derby, of 
this city; W. B. Stewart, of Muncie, Ind., 
and J. B. Samuels, of Parkersburgh, W. 
Va. Mr. Derby and his associates owned 
two-fifths, while Mr. Roth, Mr. Stewart 
and Mr. Samuels owned three-fifths. The 
property was developed by Mr. Roth and 
Mr. Derby, of this city. Its production 
is thought to be about 3,000 bbls. and the 
lease lies a mile north of El Dorado. It 
is one of the best properties in that field. 

Mr. Roth and Mr. Derby are being con- 
gratulated today by their many friends 
upon their success in the oil business. 
Both have been hard workers and deserve 
the great success that they have achieved 
in this deal. 


Fatal Fire at Refinery 
In Wood River, Illinois 


WOOD RIVER, Ill., Dec. 18.—Charles 
Griscom and William Jackson were in- 
stantly killed this morning when a con- 
tinuous still at the Standard Oil Co.’s 
refinery exploded. The still was being 
charged with water white oil when the 
explosion occurred. Portons of steel were 
hurled in all directions and one-half of 
‘the top plate was driven through the roof 
of the receiving house, 50 yards distant. 

William West, another employe, died in 
St. Joseph’s Hospital, at Alton, from in- 
juries received from a ‘‘flash’’ from one 
of the high-pressure stills. 





CHRISTMAS GIFTS IN ORDER. 


Among the companies affiliated with the 
Standard Oil Co. that are paying bonuses 
to their employes. is the Carter Oil Co. 
Checks were distributed this week and 
they were “like finding money,’ as one 
man expressed it. They will all be ap- 
preciated owing to the increased cost of 
existing. With each check was enclosed 
a Christmas greeting expressing the good 
will of the company to the men in its 
service. Even men who had not long 
been with the company were included in 
the list of beneficiaries. 
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In the severe tests which oil 


field pipe particularly must 
undergo, “La Belle” pipe has always 
_come through with flying colors. 


Its uniformity of quality is due to the 


fact that it is made in one self-contained 
plant from raw materials out of our own 
sources of supply. 


We control the quality 





“From mine to market’. 





LA BELLE IRON WORKS 
General offices, STEUBENVILLE, O. 


Branch Office: 
R. A. LONG BUILDING 
Kansas City, Mo. 


Works: 
_ WHEELING, W.VA. 
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The Parkersburg “Chain” Drilling Machine 





The Machine 
with a gratifying 
record of having 
done greater work 
thanthat for which 
it was designed 

and recom- 
mended. 





Fully equipped 
with Transport 
Trucks, etc., and 

simplified for 
moving and re- 
erecting at a low 
minimum ex- 
pense. 


Write for 
Catalogue . 





The Parkersburg Rig & Reel Company 


PARKERSBURG, W. VA. TULSA, OKLA. 
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Price of Oil Boosted 
By Sinclair’s Company 


On Wednesday morning of this week 
the December winds in Oklahoma’ were 
piercingly cold. It was a decidedly un- 
pleasant morning, but oil producers re- 
fused to complain. Something unusual 
had happened. Competition in oil buying 
had developed to such an extent that the 
Sinclair Oil & Refining Corporation had 
added 10 cents to the price of Mid-Con- 
tinent crude. The Texas had been given 
credit for boosting the price on Monday, 
at the rate of 10 cents, regardless of the 
Prairie’s explanation that its market fig- 





_ ures, raised at the same time had noth- 


ing to do with The Texas Co.’s action, 
and much favorable talk had been cre- 
ated thereby in behalf of The Texas. 
Whether it was this, or the fact that it 
could not otherwise obtain sufficient oil 
to serve its purposes, is unknown. But 
the Sinclair oil buyers took the initiative 
in the matter of price-making and up 
went the figures, $1.30. This increase 
would not have created so much comment 
had it been 5 cents a barrel, but that 
dime looked large to the oil men and was 
the chief topic during the day in places 
where oil men most do congregate. 

Predictions were made freely that big 
doings were on foot and that a great 
boom was coming to the oil business of 
the Mid-Continent. 


GULF REFINING COMPANY AT 
PORT ARTHUR ADVANCES WAGES. 





PORT ARTHUR, Tex., Dec. 14.—The 
Gulf Refining Co. has notified the em- 
ployes of the refinery plant here that on 
and after Dec. 16 next it will pay them 
a bonus to help overcome the high cost 
of living. All white employes will be 
paid a bonus of 30 cents a day and ne- 
groes will receive a bonus of 20 cents per 
day. This bonus is in addition to the 
regular wages paid each man. About 
2,000 employes will benefit by the action 
of the company and it is estimated that 
the additional cost to the company will 
aggregate $200,000 a year. The bonus is 
to continue in force during the preva- 
lence of high prices. The official notice 
from John W. Tryon, manager of the re- 
finery, is as follows: 

“To assist in offsetting the increase in 
prices of necessities and notwithstanding 
the fact that rates of pay current in the 
Port Arthur refinery are equal to, and 
in many instances higher, than other re- 
fineries in the South and East, the Gulf 
Refining Co. has decided, effective Dec. 
16, 1916, to pay a bonus for each day 
worked to all employes on the regular 
pay roll of the company. For every white 
employe this bonus will be 30 cents a 
day; for every colored employe, 20 cents 
per day; this bonus to remain operative 
during the prevalence of the present high 
prices, provided business conditions war- 
rant.” P.L.M. 


a 


SALT LAKE CITY OPERATORS 
ARRANGE TO DRILL IN CUBA. 





SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, Dec. 14.—The 
Cuban Petroleum Co., with a capitaliza- 
tion probably of. $2,000,000, and made up 
principally of Utah men, will file articles 
of ‘incorporation with the Secretary of 
State within the next,few days. The or- 
ganization of the new company, which 
will operate in Cuba, was anonunced by 
General Manager J. C. Howard of the 
Utah Oil Refining Co., who returned 
Thursday night from the Cuban oil fields. 

Frank L. Copening -has been designated 


as secretary of the organization and resi- |’ 


dent manager. He will leave for Cuba 
within a few days to take charge of the 
property. Contracts for drilling have been 
let to an Oklahoma firm and materials for 
the development of the property have 
been purchased: 


The company. controls in the neighbor-) 


hood of 3,000 acres of land in Cuba. About 
1,300 acres lie within about 12 miles of 
the city of Havana and alongside the field 
of the Union Oil Co., the first concern to 
strike oil on the island, and the only firm 
operating there at the present time. The 
remainder of the holdings of the company 
lie in another part of the island, where 
the’ geological formations are said to give 
promise of oil. 

T. K. Bess, one of the stockholders of 
thei new: company, was the first man to 
obtain oil in Cuba. He was operating in 
Mexican fields and was driven out by 
the revolutionists. He went to Cuba and 
drilled three wells there and struck oil. 
After developing the property, he sold a 
large share of his holdings to the Union 
Oil Co. 8.R.P. 


VERY UNWELCOME OIL PLANT. 





LA CROSSB, Wis., Dec. 15.—The home- 
less Badger Oil Co., which has been 
shunted from ward to ward in the south 
side, with the neighbors of every prospec- 
tive location in arms to prevent its set- 
tling, ran into the customary opposition 
Wednesday evening, when the Council 
Ordinance and fire committees met to 
consider its petition for permission to 
build its office and tanks on West Avenue 
South, near the Mormon Coulee Road. 
Some 30 residents of the district formerly 
known as Hungry Point appeared at the 
City Hall with petitions, and vigorously 
fought the proposed ordinance. As a 
result, the committee ‘‘passed the buck’’ 
to the Council, reporting the ordinance 
without recommendation. Later the bill 
passed. 


Ex-Minstrel Men Meet 
After Lapse of Years 


John Howe, district manager for the 
Buckeye Ditcher Co. of Findlay, O., with 
Tulsa headquarters, met a man here the 
other day whom he had not seen in 30 
years. The man looked like a prosperous 
oil producer and that was what he proved 
to be. Somebody was speaking to him at 
the time and calling him Gregory. Howe 
looked at him again quite inquisitively. 
After apologizing for butting in, he asked 
“Were you ever in Gillmor, in the Brad- 
ford oil field, back in Pennsylvania?” 
asked. 

“TI sure was,’”’ said Gregory, ‘““‘Why?” 

“Well,” said Howe, “I thought you 
might be Jack Gregory, who was one of 
our endmen when we put on a home tal- 
ent minstrel show in Gillmor, one .time.”’ 

“You’ve made a good guess. By. the 
way there was a lightweight comedian 
in that show named John Howe. Are you 
the man?” 


‘I’m the guy,’’ confessed Howe. And 
‘they then shook hands for the first time 
in all those years and were glad to meet 
each other. Mr. Gregory is a wealthy 
resident of Muskogee, Okla. He has made 
a success of the oil game. 


In reminiscences of the old days in 
Gillmor—including their minstrel experi- 
ences, Howe called attention to Gregory’s 
big hit ‘‘on the end.” “I remember dis- 
tinctly,”” said Howe, “You sat near me 
and I recall the fact that you had your 
jokes all written down on a piece of 
paper where you could get a peek at them 
in case of emergency. You believed in 
preparednes and didn’t forget your lines 
because they were in black and white. 
While the audience was applauding you 
would shoot what might be called a fur- 
tive glance in the direction of that piece 
of paper and then you’d pull off your 
Foster Brook witticisms just like a pro- 
fessional. It was great stuff. Happy 
Cal Wagner had nothing on you.” 


Gregory insisted that he had rehearsed 
his part so well that he didn’t need any 
written reminders and that the. impor- 
tance which Howe attached to the latter 
was somewhat exaggerated 

“Well, that may be quite true,’’ admit- 
ted Howe, ‘“ but I know you kept your 
eyes on that paper very carefully, just 
.the same.” 

And they let it go at that. Howe, in 
addition to being a comedian, was also 
‘a contortionist, being known on the bill 
as the “boneless wonder.’’ 





MAY SELL OSAGE PROPERTY. 





Dr. S. G. Kennedy and James P. Gil- 
more, his attorney, both of Tulsa, have 
‘been in New York and Pittsburgh, Pa., 
for the past 10 days.. Report has it that 
Dr. Kennedy and Mr. Gilmore went east 
for the purpose of closing up the sale of 
the half interest in the Osage lease owned 
by Kennedy & Springer, but an authori- 
tative statement cannot be obtained at 
this end of the line. The purchasers are 
said to be New York parties and the price 
paid for the half interest said to be $6,000, 
000 cash. The lease embraces 4,800 acres 
in a block situated near the town of 
Hominy and now has a daily production 
of between 9,000 and 10,000 bbls. . 





ANOTHER SINCLAIR PURCHASE 





AUGUSTA, Kan,, Dec. 21—The Sinclair 
Oil & Refining Corporation has purchased | 
one-half interest in the property of the’ 
Skaer Gas Co., consisting of three wells 
with 1,600 bbls. daily and a 900-acre lease 
‘west of Augusta. The consideration is 
reported as $1,000,000. | 














The Ludlow Valve 
Mfg. Co. 


TROY, N. Y. 








Genuine 
Ludlow Valves 
for 
Natural Gas 
and Oil 











WRITE FOR CATALOG 
6” Valve tested 
2000 Ibs. pressure. 


BRANCH OFFICES: 


KANSAS CITY BOSTON 
409 R. A. Long Bldg. Oliver Bldg. 
CHICAGO PITTSBURGH 
The Rookery First National Bank Bldg. 


























NOR-BRO 





RED-RAVEN-VALVE-CUPS 


NOR-BRO improved and chemically 
treated Red Raven Valve Cups for oil 
wells are used more extensively by the 
large producers than any other cup on 
the market. 


Price $1.00 per set of four. 134’’ Size. 
Results guaranteed. 


Ask your supply dealer or write us direct. 


NORRIS BROTHERS 


Sole Manufacturers 


Robinson, Illinois 
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Protecting Pipe From 
Damage in Shipment 


(Percy G. Donald, in the Ironmonger, 
London.) 

Recently, at the request of the British 
War Office, I bought pipes for the Gov- 
ernment, and afterward undertook the 
laying of pipe lines in Egypt, a task 





which has proved most instructive of |. 


manufacturing and exporting methods. 

With many of the points disclosed in 
the course of the undertaking I was al- 
ready conversant, and these, together 
with others that presented themselves, 
I now present with the sincere hope that 
in this trade as in others we may take 
time by the forelock and scrap systems 
of the obsoleteness of -which we have 
prima facie evidence. I will divide the 
points under four headings: 


1. Export packing methods. 

2. Threads. 

3. Manufacturing methods. 

4. Costs. 

Probably the construction of this pipe 
line in Bgypt is the only occasion on 
which opportunity has occurred of test- 
ing under equal conditions, side by’ side, 
British, American and Canadian pipe. 
The inaccessibility of the sites in which 
the pipe was laid necessitated manhan- 
dling for the bulk of the pipe, and this, 
with other conditions, normal and ab- 
nomal, gave opportunity of noting results 
such as no other job could have given. 
My remarks and general experience ap- 
ply more to pipe in sizes running from 
3-inch to 6-inch than to the smaller sizes. 

Export Packing Methods. 

Unloading was, of course, a prelimin- 
ary to all other work. It was quickly 
seen that even in the early stage of un- 
loading from the ship there was going 
to be a lot of trouble with damaged 
threads. The supplies from Britain came 
from different manufacturers, but with 
all of them the method of protecting the 





Typical Protector Found on 
American Pipe. 


thread was of the crudest, necessitating 
over 15% of the pipes having the stocks 
and dies run over the thread, or being 
renewed entirely. In the case of 6-inch 
pipe, and when the only screwing meth- 
od available is hand-cutting and screw- 
ing apparatus, this is a pretty serious 
matter. 

The packing of Canadian pipe was quite 
as bad so far as protectors were con- 
cerned, but the proportion of damaged 
pipe was not so high, owing to the heay- 
ier character of the pipe itself. On the 
other hand, although at least’ three- 
fourths of the pipes laid were American, 
there was not a single instance of an 
American pipe having to be rescrewed 
or requiring to have its thread touched 
in any manner. The necessity for pro- 
tectors that really do protect will be 
realized when it is stated that the U. S. 
A. 6-inch pipes go 5% to the ton and the 
British 7 to the ton. In such a job as 
that on which I was engaged in Egypt, 
pipes are not dropped gently to the 
ground. They are carried on three or 
four men’s shoulders and thrown off from 
shoulder-height, and this is repeated 
many times before the pipe arrives at 
the spot where it has to be laid. 

This handling of 3-inch to 6-inch pipe 
is, however, by no means peculiar to the 
pipe line in question. Every manufac- 
turer, when sending out pipes of such 
large diameters, should assume that they 
will be handled a number of times, and 
roughly at that. 





Mr. Donald describes in detail the man- 
ner in which the threads were protected 
on pipe made in the three countries men- 
tioned. The protector shown in the ac- 
companying illustration was highly rec- 
ommended as one that throughly accom- 
plished its purpose. 


NEW OIL COMPANY IS FORMED. 





The Forest Oil Co., of Olean, N. Y., 
which has a capital of $600,000, has been 
incorporated. The directors for the first 
year are William J. Richardson, of Wells- 
ville; Clayton G. Dorn, of Bradford, and 


EX-GUARDIAN OF MINOR INDIAN 
MUST EXPLAIN EXPENSE ITEMS. 





MUSKOGHBE, Okla., Dec. 14.—Protest is 
made against the final report of Attor- 
ney P. Snider, former guardian of Luther 
Manual, 13-year-old Indian, the owner of 
valuable oil land, has been made by 
R. C. Allen, Creek national attorney, and 
W. M. Harrison, Government probate at- 
torney. Judgment is asked against Snider 
for a large sum, said to be $20,000, be- 
cause of his alleged improper use of es- 
tate funds belonging to the young Indian. 


Attorney’s fees aggregating nearly $10,- 
000 paid within the last 12 months to H. 
L. Armstrong, former law partner of 
Judge Glenn Alcorn, and Ramsey, de 
Mueles & Rosser, and nearly $5,000 paid 
to himself and railway mileage books pur- 
chased for himself aggregating 2,500 miles 
within the seven and a half months from 
Aug. 2, 1915, to March 28, 1916, are some 
of the payments made by Snider against 
which the Government attorneys protest, 
so the Muskogee Phoenix learns. 


Of these amounts Armstrong received 
$3,725, according to the bill of exceptions 
filed, $2,750 of which was paid between 
April 27 and Nov. 16, 1916. Ramsey, de 
Meules & Rosser received $5,500, of which 
$5,000 was paid in one lump for repre- 
senting the minor at one hearing in the 
United States District Court. The $500 
payment was made for their appearance 
in the Craig County land transaction. 


Both these amounts, the Government 
attorneys declare, as well as all the pay- 
ments to Armstrong, were ‘‘improper, un- 
just and illegal” charges against Man- 
uel’s estate. 


Tulsans’ Hunting Trip 
On Mississippi River 


H. P. Anderson and F. H. Young, Tulsa 
oil producers, returned on Sunday from a 
10 days’ hunting trip to points in the 
vicinity of Vicksburg, Miss. ‘They: are 
members of the Mississippi Hunting Club, 
which is composed of Tulsa sportsmen 
who enjoy annual hunting trips along the 
Mississippi River. 

The club recently built a commodious 
houseboat, which was christened ‘The 
Tulsa.”’ The boat is 35 by 85 feet, has 
eight staterooms, bath rooms, a living 
room and kitchen. In fact, ‘“‘The Tulsa” 
has all the comforts of home. On the 
river voyage, ‘“‘The Josephine,’”’ a power- 
ful motor boat, accompanies the house- 
boat, furnishing transportation to the 
various. hunting grounds. 


Included in the club members who par- 
ticipated in this year’s voyage were Mr. 
Anderson and Mr. Young, Dr. Ross Gross- 
hart, J. F. Pitt, George Davis and D. 
Vensel. John Schell, of Los Angeles; 
George Gurd, of Natchez, and W. A. 
Kittermister, a widely-known railroad 
man, of Chicago, were guests of the club. 
Mr. Anderson acted as skipper of ‘The 
Tulsa,’’ George Davis was the mechanical 
expert and Vern Vensel piped the crew 
to quarters will all the skill of an old- 
time bosun. The crew was composed of 
dusky-hued Mississippians. 

The voyagers’ found excellent hunting 
along the river and will distribute among 
their friends large numbers of wild geese, 
ducks, quail and other edible game birds 
and fowls. Skipper Anderson is author- 
ity for the statement that ‘‘The Tulsa’’ 
would have been overloaded with wild 
geese had not George Davis’ gun “sanded 
up.” When questioned on this subject 
Mr. Davis laconically inquired, ‘‘Ain’t it 
the truth?” 

In spite of the fact that the aquatic 
experience of the oil region men has been 
confined to Bird Creek and the shifty 
Arkansas, the voyage down the Missis- 
sippi had no terrors for them. They han- 
dled both boats with consummate skill 
when there were no sandbars in sight. 





ANOTHER IMPORTANT OIL SUIT. 





. BAKERSFIELD, Cal., Dec. 14.—Title to 
some of the most valuable oil lands in 
(the world, together with the sum of $500,- 
000, is involved in a suit before the Su- 
perior Court. 

The plaintiffs are locators, who in 1900 
leased 2,000 acres to the Midway Oil Co. 
The defendants are the Midway Oil Co., 
or Oegan; H. C. Stratton, of the Stratton 
Water Co.; the Midway Five Oil Co., 
Kalispell Midway Oil Co., N. W. Hale, 
Hale-McCloud Oil Co. and the Standard 
Oil Co. 

The question before the courts is 














Exports to Europe of 
Petroleum Oils— 


We are in a position to take care of your 
inquiries for foreign and domestic ship- 


ments of 
Gasoline Lubricating Oils 
Kerosene Paraffine Wax 


Grease 


Coke 


Gas Oil 
Fuel Oil 


The shipping facilities at our refinery on 
New York harbor are unrivaled. 


TIDE WATER OIL COMPANY 
11 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITY 
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whether the plaintiffs are entitled to an 





J. Herbert Lester, of Richburg. 


accounting. 


*‘Quality and Service’’ 


OUR SLOGAN 


We manufacture in our plants the well-known O-K brand of 
oil well supplies and tools. Made of the best raw material obtain- 
able. Our plants are equipped with the most modern and up-to- 
date machinery—operated by the most skilled mechanics. Our 
products are given rigid inspection before leaving our factories 


We manufacture the following well-known brands: 


-Rig Irons 
-Pumping Jacks 
-lron Sand Reels 
-Wire Line Clamps 
-High Pressure Pumps 
-Steam Drilling Engines 
3 -Under Pull Iron Pumping 
Powers and Connections 


Drilling and Fishing Tools. 


Oil, Gas and Artesian Well Supplies. 
New Waterbury Manila Drilling Cables. American Wire Lines. 
Republic Iron & Steel Co. Line Pipe, Tubing and Casing. 

Our branches carry a full line of Oil Well Supplies 


General office, TULSA, OKLA. 


Branches, DRUMRIGHT, OKLA., BARTLESVILLE, OKLA., TAMPICO, MEXICO 
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REPORT OF PIPE LINES DURING NOVEMBER 


An Increase In Daily Runs Is Noted, But Stocks Decesned Over 
400,000 Barrels—The Figures In Detail. 


The report of the Eastern pipe lines 
that make public their monthly figures 
for runs, deliveries and stocks shows a 
gain in the daily average of runs and 
shipments, because of November having 
one less day, and a decrease in the stocks 
of crude petroleum held at the close of 
the month, as compared with the figures 
for October. Receipts from the wells 
amounted to 1,928,253 bbls., making a 
daily average of 64,275 bbls. This was a 
daily gain of 691 bbls. In October there 
was. an increase in the daily run average 
of 1,982 bbls., and in September there was 
a loss of 2,264 bbls. August showed a 
gain of 4,113 bbls. over July. Thus dur- 
ing the last four months there has been a 
slight increase in the amount received 
from the wells, but it is very small. In 
individual lines the changes for the last 
two months were unimportant, but indi- 
cate a fairly steady production. 

The receipts from the Illinois wells dur- 


ing November as reported by the Illinois! 


Pipe Line and the Tidewater Pipe Line, 
Ltd., aggregated 1,077,830 bbls., a loss of 
47,729 bbls. from the figures of the previ- 
ous month. The daily average of the runs 
for November in IHinois was 35,923 bbls. 
In October the average was 37,518 bbls.; 
36,842 for September, and 38,123 bbls. in 
August. Judging from these averages the 
production of Illinois is showing a small 
decline from month to month, although 
many fair wells are being completed. 


The receipts from the wells of all the 
districts east of the Mississippi aggregat- 
ed 3,006,083 bbls., showing a loss of 90,606 
bbls. October had an increase of 143,335 
bbls. over September. The latter month 
had a loss of 208,338 bbls. August gave 
a gain of 155,717 bbls over July, and that 
month had a loss of 83,535 bbls. as com- 
pared with the June report. 

Receipts from the wells by the pipe 
lines of the Mid-Continent during Novem- 
ber amounted to 9,239,497 bbls., making a 
daily average of 307,983 bbls. The in- 
crease in the total is 354,908 bbls., with 
a gain of 11,821 bbls. in the daily aver- 
age. The increase is due to the pipe lines 
taking more oil as indicated by last 
month’s report. Nearly all that at Au- 
gusta and El Dorado is now being cared 
for, while a small amount is going into 
storage at Healdton. 

Receipts from the wells for all divisions 
represented in the report amounted to 
12,245,579 bbls., showing a gain of 187,433 
bbls. over the October figures. The daily 
average of the runs for these divisions 
was 408,186 bbls., which makes a new 
high record. In October this average was 
388,972 bbls. In September the daily re- 
ceipts averaged 394,597 bbls. In August 
the average was 364,995 bbls., or 29,062 
less than for September. The daily aver- 
age of the runs for July was 357,453. In 
June it was 400,081 bbls., the highest, 
previous to this report. For May the 
average was 391,484 bbls., as against 381,- 
215 bbls. in April and 375,691 bbls, in 
March. For February the daily average 
was 352,657 and in January 329,261 bbls. 

Deliveries by the Eastern lines in No- 


vember amounted to 3,736,968 bblis., or 
48,939 bbls. less than in October. The 
daily average of 124,565 bbls. showed a 
slight gain. The regular deliveries by the 
Illinois lines of that oil were 178,995 bbls., 
besides which the Tidewater delivered 
165,541 bbls. of Mid-Continent oil. 


Deliveries from the lines of the Mid- 
Continent aggregated 9,654,230 bbls. or 
446,625 bbls. less than in October. The 
average deliveries for November was 321,- 
807 bbls., as against 325,510 in the previ- 
ous month. In October there was a gain 
of 11,396 bbls. daily over September. 

The following table shows the amount 
of crude petroleum held in storage by 
the several pipe lines mentioned in the 
different divisions of the oil fields, and 
the amount of each grade at the close of 
business Nov. 30: 


Grade of Oil. Total Bbis. 
PGIMIS] VADIE iy esas sii 0 oie cis 00's Bae 2,914,856.38 
ye TT Ee RS A OEP ae ae Saree we | 1,210,933.43 
EIN oe Se ko aid wh As 54-4 00-68 402,777.20 
Illinois (Eastern lines).......... 962,288.10 
Illinois (Illinois P. L.).......... 2,878,207.50 
Mid-Continent (Eastern lines).. 4,179,185.96 


Mid-Continent (Prairie O. & G.).39,500,000.00 





Mid-Continent Prairie P. L.).... 1,0.00,000.00 
Mid-Continent (Magnolia P. L.). 4,370,000.00 
Mid-Continent (Gulf P. L.)..... 5,393,500.00 
Mid-Continent (Texas Co.)...... 8,033,958.00 
Mid-Continent (Carter Oil)...... 19,285,000.00 
Mid-Continent (outside lines)... 4,624,000.00 
SOL Tee SO. 15 5:8: tse oe cco 0 wma 94,854,706.63 
Total Oct. 81.2... .j2..ccccccses 95,327,974.55 
TOROS 8 iis oc cates ce wo ahdnine's 473,268.02 


The following table shows the condi- 
tions of stocks in the same lines and com- 
panies at the close of business Oct. 31: 


Grade of Oil. Total Bbls. 
PORMREVIVRDIG:: 0 Skis kadar tviee< 2,958,913.46 
RON irs vrakneeeepee bees tetmecen 1,414,069.72 
ME MCUCKET: vic es o.kidiah oo cash oe sane 383,265.68 
Tlinois (inatorn ae! oie b1b,u aed o.6 951,568.93 
Illinois (Tilinois P. L.).......... 2,749,798. 26 
Mid-Continent .(Eastern lines).. 4,318,700.60 


Mid-Continent (Prairie O. & G.). 40,000.000,00 


Mid-Continent (Prairie P. L.)... 1,000.000.00 
Mid-Continent (Magnolia P. L. ). 4,400,000.00 
Mid-Continent (Gulf P. L.)..... 5,323,500.00 
Mid-Continent (Texas Co.)...... ,033,958.00 
Mid-Continent (Carter Oi! Co. a -19,370,000.00 
Mid-Continent (outside lines)... 4,414,200.00 
~. oo ED; OP ree 95,327,974.65 
Tetmhs BeHt, BO... oc occckcceicex 95,337,514.07 
DOCGERRDD. pe sc cccccnsncctscevis 9,539.42 


There was a decrease in stocks held by 
the lines and companies in the Mid-Con- 
tinent field of 385.200 bbls. during Novem- 
ber, and of 256,477 bbls. in the stocks of 
the Eastern lines, while the stocks of the 
Illinois Pipe Line were increased 128,409 
bbls. Pennsylvania grade oils showed a 
decrease during November of 44,057 bbls., 
and Lima stocks were reduced 103,036 
bbls. Stocks of Mid-Continent oil held:+in 
Bastern lines decreased 139,515 bbls., while 
Illinois stocks in the same lines made 
a gain of 10,720 bbls. Kentucky stocks 
show an increase of 19,512 bbls. The stock 
figures in the above table do not include 
about 10,050,000 bbls. held in storage on 
private tank farms and leases in the Mid- 
Continent field. Adding these would bring 
the total stocks in the divisions repre- 
sented to 104,904,706 bbls. 





IMPROVEMENTS TO COST MILLION 
PLANNED BY FREEPORT COMPANY. 





NEW ORLEANS, La., Dec. 15.—Plans 
for improvements to its property in St. 
Bernard Parish amounting to several hun- 
dred thousands of dollars have been com- 
pleted and partly executed by the Free- 
port Mexican Fuel Oil Co. The company 
has been operating in the lower parish 
for several months, and already large 
sums have been expended in the develop- 
ment of the old Indian Refining Co.’s 
plant on the old Meraux plantation. 

Development for the immediate future 
will be the construction of four modern 
bungalows, to be followed by six others, 
the establishment of a large plant on the 
Saxonholm property recently bought by 
the Freeport Mexican Co., and the build- 
ing of a fleet of barges that will cost 
probably in excess of $1,000,000. 

According to W. C. Averill, Jr., direct: 
ing the’ movements in St. Bernard Parish 
for the Freeport Mexican Corporation, 
nearly $200,000 have been spent on ma- 
chinery and improvements to the old In- 
dian plant. More than that will be ex- 
pended in the development of the Saxon- 
holm property. 

Five hundred feet of whalf in front of 
the Indian plant has already been built 








by the company, and plans are being con- 
sidered for the construction of twice as 
much wharf space in addition. An enor- 
mous sum also has been spent on switch 
track construction. 

About 200 men are now employed at the 
Indian plant and that force will be more 
than doubled. 

The company receives four shipments 
of crude oil each week. The product is 
brought to the local refining plant from 
Tampico. 


JURISDICTION IN OSAGE CASES 
CONFERRED ON COURT OF CLAIMS 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 14.—Jurisdiction 
is conferred upon the Court of Claims, 
with right to appeal to the Supreme Court 
of the United States, to consider and de- 


.termine the claims of the Osage Indians 


against the United States to recover 
losses sustained in leasing oil lands on 
the Osage Indian Reservation by the 
terms of a bill introduced in the Senate 


-by Senator Lane and referred to the Com- 


mittee on Indian Affairs. This bill also 
provides for a setoff by the United States 
for any legal or equitable defences it may 
have against the Osage Indians, without 
regard to lapse of time. C.E.K. 
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2,000 Ton Acid Storage Tanks Erected at East St. Louis, Ill. 


The tank shown in the above illustration shows one of six 2,000 Ton Acid Storage 
Tanks erected at Marcus Hook, Pa., Nichols, Cal , Bayonne, N. J. and East St. 
Louis, Ill. for one of the largest chemical manufacturers in America 

We have fabricated and erected many other acid storage tanks with capacities ranging 
from 100 to 2,000 tons for this and many other companies in all parts of the United States. 


THE PETROLEUM IRON WORKS CO. 
Fabricators and Erectors of all Classes of Steel Plate Construction. 
General Offices and Works, SHARON, PA. 


New York City, 702 Frick Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa., 712 3d Natl Bk Bldg., St. Louis, 
San Francisco, Cal. 


District Offices, 50 Church St., 
Mo., Pacific Coast Representatives, Dorward Engineering Co., 503 Market St., 


























The New WILSON 


PERFECTION 
UNDER-REAMER 


The crowning achievement of our 
FOURTEEN YEARS of UNDER- 
REAMER manufacturing experience 


It retains all the good features of the Wilson 
Improved, but by eliminating dovetails has much 
stronger body and cutters, and the cutters don’t 
wear loose. 


Numerous companies proclaim them vastly 


superior to all others. 
Stronger, Safer, More Durable, More Efficient. 


ONLY successful Reamer not in- 
volved in Patent Litigation. Write 
for circular. 


Wilson & Willard Mfg. Co. 


15th Street and Santa Fe Ave. 
LOS ANGELES, CAL, 
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DIRECTOR MANNING’S ANNUAL REPORT 


Work of the Petroleum Division In 1916 Is Described—Report Made 
On the Rittman Process of Refining Crude. 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 16.—Van. H. Man- 
ning, Director of the Bureau of Mines, in 
his annual report just issued, says con- 
cerning the petroleum investigations: 

The work of the petroleum division for 
the year 1916 may be classified under 
three heads: Petroleum technology, en- 
gineering technology and chemical tech- 
nologs7. 

The work in petroleum technology has 
been primarily in the eJmination of need- 
less wastes in the production of petro- 
leum and natural gas, and covered in- 
vestigations of underground wastes, the 
use of mud fiuid in drilling and the pos- 
sibilities of increasing the recoverable 
percentage of oil from oil sands, as well 
as co-operative work with the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs and the General Land of- 
fice. 

The investigations under engineering 
technology included a study of storage 
and fire conditions and of the manufac- 
ture of gasoline from natural gas and the 
mechanical development of the Rittman 
process, together with making field maps 
to be used for the investigations carried 
on by the Bureau. Preliminary arrange- 
ments were made for the collection of 
statistical information on the refining in- 
dustry throughout the United States for 
the purpose of authoritatively advising 
the public.as well as the industry as to 
market conditions. It is hoped that it 
will be possible to announce complete and 
definite results at least annually. 

As a result of the chemical-technology 
work of the petroleum division, the Ritt- 
man cracking process for the manufac- 
ture of gasoline, toluene and benzine from 
kerosene or any other available fractions 
of petroleum is now a commercial success, 
and the Bureau of Mines is able to give 
to the public a commercial cracking pro- 
cess, free from royalty, which will make 
available for internal-combustion engines 
large quantities of otherwise unavailable 
fractions of petroleum. Investigations 
have also been made relating to the an- 
alytical distillation of petroleum, the 
properties of gasoline and the various 
methods of analyzing petroleum and its 
products in general use in this country. 

In addition, the Bureau of Mines has co- 
operated with the Bureau of Indian Af- 
fairs in the supervision of oil and gas op- 
erations on Indian lands and has acted in 
an advisory capacity in matters concern- 
ing the leasing of oil and gas properties 
on the Osage Indian Reservation. 

The petroleum division is under the 
supervision of W. A. Williams, chief pe- 
troleum technologist. The investigations 
undertaken and the Bureau officials in 
direct charge are given below: 

An investigation of underground wastes 
of oil and gas was undertaken by W. F. 
McMurray and J. O. Lewis, oil and gas 
inspectors, and the attention of the op- 
erators was called to the necessity of 
easing off water at uniform. horizons in 
order to protect the oil and gas sands 
from water. The operators were also 
shown the necessity of securely sealing 
wells and thereby confining natural gas 
to its original strata until such time as 
it is utilized. Various examples of un- 
derground waste were cited and explained 
to prove the contentions of the Bureau 
of Mines engineers. A report embodying 
the results of the work was prepared for 
publication. 

The use of mud fluid in drilling oil and 
gas wells was investigated by W. F. Mc- 
Murray and J. O. Lewis. Instructive ex- 
periments were carried out and numerous 
practical demonstrations were made and 
a number of defective wells were correct- 
ed after all efforts of the operators had 
failed, the Bureau of Mines engineers be- 
ing universally successful. In a report 
submitted for publication, the advantages 
to be gained by using mud fluid, such as 
safety in drilling through high-pressure 
gas sands, the protection of oil and gas 
sands against infiltration of water, the 
protection of the casing from corrosive 
waters and the ability to confine the gas 
to its natural strata without loss, are 
fully explained. One of the best exam- 
ples of the benefits to be derived from 
the use of mud fluid is shown by a com- 
parison of conditions existing in the Cush- 
ing and in the Blackwell fields in @kla- 
homa. The Blackwell field, probably the 
eaual of the Cushing as a gas field, has 
been developed by methods advocated by 
the Bureau of Mines, and instead of re- 
covering less than 10% of the gas, worth 
from 2 to 3 cents per 1,000 cubic feet, the 





Blackwell operators should recover more 
than 80%, and they are asking 7 cents 
per 1,000 cubic feet. The increased value 
of the Blackwell gas is due to the fact 
that, by the use of the mud fluid, the 
gas can be confined in the original gas 
sand without loss until market conditions 
are favorable. The estimated saving of 
our natural resources in the Blackwell 
field alone is conservatively placed at $20,- 
000,444. 

It is gratifying to state that oil and 
gas operators in Kansas are conserving 
large volumes of gas encountered in drill- 
ing for oil, as well as protecting oil and 
gas sands against infiltrating waters, by 
using mud fluid. Previous to the intro- 
duction of the Bureau of Mines methods, 
the operators had not been successful in 
obtaining desired results in protecting 
their gas against dissipation and in pro- 
tecting the oil and gas sands against in- 
filtrating waters. 

W. F. McMurray has spent considerable 
time in advising operators of oil proper- 
ties operated under the act of August 
27, 1915, how to protect oil and gas sands 
against underground waste or damage 
from infiltrating. waters. 

An investigation of the use of com- 
pressed air to increase the recoverable 
percentage of oil was carried on by J. O. 
Lewis in West Virginia, Oklahoma, Ohio 
and Pennsylvania. A comparison was 
made between the use of compressed air 
and the use of water for flushing oil 
sands to recover oil that could not be 
recovered by the usual pumping methods. 
It is expected that the results obtained 
from this investigation will emphasize 
losses that heretofore have not been duly 
considered and it is hoped that an in- 
creased recovery of oil from the oil sands 
will result. 

Report on Rittman Process. 

During the year the Rittman process 
for the manufacture of gasoline, benzine 
and toluene was perfected mechanically 
and demonstrated to be commercially suc- 
cessful. A report covering all work in 
connection with the development of this 
process was published. The work was 
done by W. F. Rittman, consulting chem- 
ical engineer; E. W. Dean, assistant or- 
ganic chemist; C. B. Dutton, law exam- 
iner; W. A. Jacobs, junior chemist, and 
Clarence Netzen, assistant chemical en- 
gineer. 

A. R. Elliott, assistant engineer, has 
been making detail maps covering pro- 
ducing oil and gas fields, which show the 
location of wells, storage tanks, pipe lines 
and the ownership of the properties; also 
a series of general field maps showing 
principal cities, rivers, railroads and the 
relative positions of fields, pipe lines, 
roads and refinery sites in the oil-produc- 
ing States. These maps are for the use 
of the Bureau of Mines’ engineers in con- 
nection with their investigations. Mr. 
Elliott has also drawn many of the il- 
lustrations accompanying the _ publica- 
tions submitted by the members of the 
petroleum division. 

During the year 1915 J. H. G. Wolf, 
petroleum engineer, was assigned to the 
Department of Justice, to assist in pre- 
paring special suits against various in- 
terests in California. 

A bibliography on petroleum afd allied 
substances has been prepared by E. H. 
Burroughs, editorial assistant, from the 
literature of the year 1915, and will be 
published by the Bureau in the near fu- 
ture. This is a compilation of references 
to the books, official reports and the most 
important journal articles published dur- 
ing the year, arranged according to a 
subject classification that will be includ- 
ed in the more important journal articles 
published during the year, the references 
being arranged according to subjects. A 
similar compilation for 1916 is in the 
course of preparation. 

A technical paper covering the essen- 
tial features of construction and opera- 
tion of the Rittman cracking furnace for 
the manufacture of gasoline has been pre- 
pared by C. P. Bowie, petroleum engi- 
neer. This paper is intended for use of 
licensees of the Rittman process as a 
guide in the construction and opzration 
of the Rittman plants, and is now avail- 
able for distribution by the Bureau. 

Licenses for the use of the Rittman 
process have been granted to 22 oil com- 
panies operating refineries throughout the 
various oil fields of the United States. 
Conferences régarding the details of con- 
structions and operation of the Rittman 

















Neill Steel Pipe Derricks 








Are They Practical, Durable and 
More Economical than Wooden Derricks? 


Here is one (of many companies) that have proved it for themselves. 


‘Ve have drilled NINE wells to date and are now moving it to an- 
other location and HAVE NOT SPENT A NICKLE FOR REPAIRS 
OR PARTS during all these moves. 


“We have the original bolts that came with the derrick and are 
still using them. Furthermore, we have never had to send a man into 
the derrick to tighten a nut on the bolts after the derrick was erect- 
ed and drilling had started. We do not know how much of a pull 
the derrick will stand, but on four different occasions we have pulled 
6%4-inch 24-pound casing in two. That is enough for us.” 


Descriptive catalogue on request. 


LEE C. MOORE & COMPANY, wwe. 


PITTSBURGH. PA. 
and KIEFER, OKLA. - 














MEASURING TAPES 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
TAPES SPECIALLY ADAPTED TO THE WORK 
OF TANK GAUGERS AND TANK STRAPPERS 


With Plumb Bob. Without Plumb Bob. 
Furnished with substantial Metal Frames, 
Reels or Cases, also Leather Cases. 


STEEL AND METALLIC TAPES 
for general use. 


Our tapes have been widely used and most 
| favorably known for years. 


TAPES erally 
[OFAIN «: Seoul ae iy houses: 


secure from your dealer 
just what you desire, we would be pleased to hear 


f : 
Bray Send ber Cotilagaa. 





THE [UFR ‘NN PPULE Ci GO. Wow York re "ode, Eng. 








WANTED 


Second hand pipe and casing 1-inch to 12-inch also rotary drilling rigs and 
oil well sesoneeecachal will pay spot cash for any amount. 





FOR SALE 


Large stock overhauled pipe and casing, 1-inch to 12-inch, with perfect threads 
and couplings. Special lots: 20,000 feet 3-inch O. D. pipe at 8c per foot; 10,000 
feet 4-inch 12%-lb. drill pipe at 40c per foot; also completely overhauled rotary 
drilling rigs in first-class running condition; 15 10%4x12 engines; 5 10x5%x12 mud hog 
pumps; 12 10x6x12 pumps; 6 8x5x10 pumps of various makes; also other sizes and 
patterns. 


TEXAS SUPPLY CO. inc: Beaumont, Texas 




















Having discontinued our practice of 


BOUND VOLUMES FOR 5 binding extra volumes of The Oil and 


Gas Journal, we are offering for sale all the extra bound volumes now on hand as 
follows: 


Vol. 9, Part 1, June 16, 1910 to December 8, 1910, Inc. 
Vol. 9, Part 2, December 15, 1910 to June 8, 1911, Inc. 


These books contain 26 numbers each covering a period of six months. They are 
well bound and in gold. Price $3,00 each. 


The Petroleum Publishing Company, Tulsa, Okle. 
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cracking tubes have been held with these 
various licensees .by Messrs. Bowie and 
Netzen. The Bureau's San Francisco sta- 
tion has been equipped with an experi- 
mental. Rittman furnace, operated by Mr. 
Netzen, and various grades of California 
oil and distillates have been tested and 
the results furnished the licensees of the 
process. This work indicates that the 
Rittman process can manufacture gaso- 
line for as low as 6 cents per gallon from 
stove distillate costing 2 cents per gallon. 

Investigations in connection with the 
products made by the Rittman process 
were carried on by Messrs. Rittman, 
Dean, Gustav Egloff, chemical assistant; 
Oscar Byron, junior chemist; and T. J. 
Twomey, representing the Aetna Explo- 
sives Co. under a co-operative agreement. 
These investigations included the thermal 
reactions of petroleum and aromatic hy- 
drocarbons in the vapor phase; equilib- 
rium relations among the aromatice hy- 
drocarbons in cracked petroleum; the util- 
ization of aromatic hydrocarbons derived 
from cracked petroleum; the thermal re- 
actions in the vapor phase of various coal- 
tar oils and distillates, and the range of 
applicability of the liquid sulphur diox- 
ide method for the determination of aro- 
matic constituents in petroleum mix- 
tures. 

Gasoline Investigation. 

An investigation of the various gaso- 
lines sold on the market during 1915 was 
made by Messrs. Jacobs, Rittman and 
Dean. The properties of the gasolines 
were determined and mechanical tests 
were made to determine the relative ef- 
ficiency of the various gasolines as motor 
fuel. A report for publication by the Bu- 
reau was submitted. 

An investigation of the various methods 
of analyzing and testing petroleum and 
petroleum products in general use in this 
country was made by David T. Day, con- 
sulting chemist. The results are expected 
to help to standardize methods. The data 
obtained will be issued as a Bureau re- 
port. 

The analytical distillation of petroleum 
was studied by E. W. Dean, and as a re- 
sult a special type of distilling flask was 
adopted for analytical work. The data 
obtained will be embodied in a report 
for publication by the Bureau. 

An investigation was made of a new ab- 
sorption method of extracting gasoline 
from natural gas. By this method nat- 
ural gas is brought in contact with a pe- 
troleum distillate of about 35° B. gravity, 
whereupon the oil absorbs the gasoline 
from the natural gas. The oil, charged 
with gasoline, .is then pumped to steam 
stills, where the gasoline is recovered, the 
oil being used repeatedly. The process is 
important in that, if generally applied, 
about 100,000,000 gallons of gasoline can 
be recovered from natural gas each year. 


KANSAS CITY REFINING TOWN; 
SEVEN PLANTS PLANNED THERE. 


KANSAS CITY, Mo., Dec. 15.—Kansas 
City will be one of the largest oil refining 
centers of the country when refineries 
now building and being enlarged are com- 
pleted. The daily refining capacity of all 
the plants will be about 35,000 bbls. 

“Comparatively few persons have real- 
ized of what importance the oil refining 
business is and has been to Kansas City,” 
H. G. James, secretary of the Western 
Petroleum Refiners’’ Association, said to 
the Kansas City Star. ‘The association 
membership is composed of 45 refineries 
with offices in the Financial Building. 

“Kansas City has become so important 
in the oil business,” he said, ‘that one 
man is employed constantly to check oil 
shipments on the railroads here. The 
banks are doing an immense oil ‘business. 
The oil business means more to this sec- 
tion of this country in wealth than any 
other one thing.’’ 

The seven refineries, that will have a 
capacity of nearly 35,000 bbls. a day, are: 
Standard Oil Co., Sinclair Oil Corporation, 
the Evans-Thwing Refinery, the North 
American Oil & Refining Co., with two 
refineries, the Kansas City Refining Co. 
and the General Refining Co. 

Four of the refineries now are in opera- 
tion and three are preparing for construc- 
tion. The four now operating are the 
Standard Oil Co., at Sugar Creek, with 
a capacity of 12,000 bbls. daily; plant No. 
1 of the North American Co., in Rosedale, 
with 1,200 bbls. capacity; the Kansas City 
Refining Co., on the Kansas side, now be- 
ing enlorged from an 1,800-bbl. plant to 
a 2,400-bbl. refinery, and the General Re- 
fining Co., on the Kansas side, capacity 
1,000 bbis. 

The plants under erection are those of 
the Sinclair Oil Corporation, in Argentine, 
with a capacity of 10,000 bbls.; the Evans- 
Thwing Refinery, capacity 4,000 bblis., and |] 
plant No. 2 of the North American Re- 
fining Co., in Sheffield. 











Pump Oil With Oil 
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installing a combined unit. 


Oil Engine 


Power Pump 





The Snow Crude Oil Engine can be 


D P i i 
operated with the low or high gravity oils; same Power Pumps wilt ficiently handle 


crude oil at any gravity or pressure for line, 


less than % Ib. is necessary per Brake Horse ALL SIZES loading, or tank service. 
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Worthington Pump and Machinery Corporation 
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a” YOU desire STRENGTH in the WELD, LASTING QUALITIES, FREEDOM 
FROM CYRSTALLIZATION UNDER WORKING STRAINS and SMOOTH, 
SHARP THREADS, INSURING TIGHT JOINTS, use SOUTH CHESTER 
WROUGHT IRON CASING, TUBING, ROTARY and DRIVE PIPE. 

Carried in stock by 


LUCEY MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 


HOUSTON, BEAUMONT, HUMBLE and SOUR LAKE, TEXAS 
and SHREVEPORT and OIL CITY, LA. 


PRICHARD SUPPLY CO. Mannington, W. Va. 
BRANCHLAND SUPPLY co., Huntington, Ww. Va; “Miki, Ww. va.; Branchland, W. Va. 
CAMERON TOOL CO. - - - = = - Cameron, W. Va. 
G. H. TRAINER “2. 2r ee - = = - Salem, W. Va. 
NEW MARTINSVILLE SUPPLY co. - 2 2e- - es ee ee “New Martinsville, W. Va. 
AMERICAN IRON & SUPPLY CO. - - - - - - - = = = --- Marietta, oO. 
LAWRENCEVILLE MACHINE CO. - - - - - - - - - - = Lawrenceville, Tl. 
BRADFORD SUPPLY CO. - - - - - = = Bradford, Pa. 
BOVAIRD & SEYFANG MANUFACTURING co. Bradford, Pa. 
UNITED HARDWARE & SUPPLY CO. - - Titusville, Pa.; 3 on city, Pa.; Erie, Pa. 
KANE SUPPLY CO. - - - - - = = = = = Kane, Pa. 
McEWEN BROS. SS ree le ROHR rae) ae ies Wellsville “and Bolivar, N. Y. 
PRODUCERS SUPPLY co. - e- ee we ee eee - - Franklin, Pa. 
ROUSEVILLE SUPPLY CG. - - - - - - = = = = = = = = = Rouseville, Pa. 


Representatives and stocks af all important points in the United States. 


SOUTH CHESTER TUBE COMPANY 


CHESTER, PA. 
PITTSBURGH NEW YORK SAN FRANCISCO 
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ALCOHOL AS SUBSTITUTE FOR GASOLINE 


When Supply of Gasoline Becomes Exhausted Auto Owners of the 


World Will Probably 


With approximately 3,000,000 motor 
vehicles doing duty in the United States, 
from 1,000,000,000 to 1,200,000,000 gallons 
of gasoline have to be provided annually 
to keep them running. There are unmis- 
takable signs that the production of this 
enormous volume of gasoline will become 


increasingly difficult and as a _ conse- 
quence there is in the minds of many 
automobile engine students the vague 


thought that gosoline, while the fuel of 


today, may have to give way to some 
other product tomorrow. In this con- 
nection it is comforting to know that 


there is a substance already well-known 
which can take the place of gasoline and 
run these automobiles just as efficiently, 
and perhaps more so, according to Ber- 


nard N. Glick, M. Se., who is making a 
study of motor-car fuels for the auto- 
mobile. 

The substance that thus stands out 


predominantly as the fuel of the future 
is alcohol. 


passed the stage where its suitability 


was questionable, the only thing retard-| 


adoption being its high price, 
due to raw materials now used and the 
limited use to which it is put at pres- 
ent. -With a growing demand, such as 
wil arise when the price of gasoline be- 
comes abnormally high, we anticipate a 
search for cheaper methods of produc- 
tion and for raw materials which will 
give it in sufficient amounts to meet the 
enormous demand that will exist for a 
suitable fuel for internal combustion en- 
gines. 

The question of the suitability of al- 
cohol as a source of power in internal 
combustion engines has been sufficiently 
established by a long series of tests con- 
ducted by various groups of experiments. 
The United States Bureau of Mines has 
done magnificent work in this direction 
and many of the following figures com- 
paring gasoline and denatured alcohol are 
taken from the results of its painstaking 
efforts to help solve the fuel problem of 
the future. Although the calorific power 
of alcohol is 
that of gasoline, its greater efficiency— 
alcohol 28 per cent, gasoline 16 per cent— 
compensates for this. This higher effi- 
ciency of alcohol is due to various causes 
chief among which are the following: 

Less Air is Required. 

1. The volume of air required for com- 
plete combustion of alcohol is only about 
one-third that required by gasoline, and 
thus much less energy goes away in the 
exhaust. Moreover, this smaller dilution 
with air enables a more perfect mixture 
to be formed, with consequent more per- 
fect combustion. 

2. The alcohol-air mixture can be safe- 
ly subjected to pressures of 200 pounds a 
square inch without spontaneous igni- 
tion, whereas the safety limit for gaso- 
line is eighty. 

8. All mixtures of alcohol and air con- 
taining from 4 to 13.6 per cent of alcohol 


ing its 


are explosive, whereas the explosive-range 


This product has long since} 


little more than one-half | 


Make Use of Alcohol. 


for gasoline is from 2 to 5 per cent, neces- 
sitating much more careful carburetor 
adjustment. 

4. The combustion products of alcohol 
are smokeless, almost odorless and do not 
clog up the cylinders and valves. 

The only serious difficulty encountered 
would be the starting of the engine in 
cold weather, and this could be provided 
for by carrying -a small auxiliary gaso- 
line tank to be used in starting. 

The possible raw materials for alcoho] 
production are unlimited, for anything 
containing starch cellulose or sugar can 
be utilized. In the case of starch we are 
limited at present to established crops, 
and the cost of the raw material from 
such substances as potatoes, maize and 
rice includes raising the crop, harvesting 
it, transportation to the distillery and the 
final conversion there to alcohol. As a 
consequence the cost of the raw material 
is too great, varying as it does from 12c. 
to 25c. a gallon of finished alcohol. 

Of all the above possible sources, the 
most interesting, owing to the low cost 
of raw material, is the waste from the 
lumber industry, particularly that in the 
form of sawdust or small chips. This 
material in the vicinity of sawmills or 
woodworking plants is often an item of 
loss owing to its production in excess 
of their own power requirements, its 
value never rising above 50c. a ton, even 
when used as a source of power. The 
disposal of this superfluous waste from 
figures gathered by the Forest Products 
| Laboratory at Madison, Wis., costs from 
|30c. to 66c. a cord of 1,800 pounds, the 
total annual loss from this cause amount- 
ing to about $6,000,000 annually, in addi- 
tion to the value of the wood so burned. 
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This represents an annual wastage of | 
approximately 15,000,000 cords of wood} 
and constitutes only about 50% to 60% | 
of the total waste material produced in) 
this form. Thus we see that there is} 
produced annually in the United States 
waste material amounting in volume to 
about 30,000,000 cords, or around “7,000,000 
tons, which is now burned as the easiest 
method of getting rid of it. 

From experiments which have been! 
carefully conducted by various experi-' 
menters a ton of dry sawdust has been 
found to yield, with proper treatment, 
around 20 to 25 gallons of 95% alcohol 
| (ethyl or grain alcohol, not wood alco- 
'hol, for this latter is useless for fuel pur- 
poses owing to the formation of products 
of combustion which would wreck the 
cylinders) and we could have, therefore, 
an estimated production from this source 
alone of around 500,000,000 gallons annu- 
ally. 

If we add to this the amount of 
wood wasted in the form of stumps and 
branches sufficiently thick to be barked, 
which on a conservative basis is equal in 
amount to the sawdust and chips pro- 
duced, we would get from this ‘‘waste’”’ 
wood a volume of alcohol almost sufficient 
to supply with fuel even the studendous 
number of automobiles at present in use. 
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DIVISION OF OIL EXPORTS 
DURING MONTH OF OCTOBER. 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 14.—The Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce has 
published its monthly report showing the 
ports from which mineral oils were ex- 
ported during the month of October. The 
total exportation of oil in this month was 
221,032,122 gallons, valued at $16,154,189, 
compared with 204,607,069 gallons, valued 
at $11,425,058, for the same month last 
year. 

Of the total amount of oil exported, 57,- 
392,260 gallons went abroad by way of 
New York, 47,186,775 by San Francisco, 37,- 
440,596 by way of Sabine, 25,.630.823 gal- 
lons by way of Philadelphia, 24,906,814 gal- 
lons by way of New Orleans and 11,095,597 
gallons by way of the customs district of 


Michigan. 
Of the oil that passed through New|! 
York, 29,495,975 gallons was illuminating 


oil, 11,768,413 gallons lubricating oil and 
paraffine, 10,832,675 gallons naphthas, gas- 
oline, etc., and 5,294,442 gallons residuum, 
gas oil and fuel oil. 

Most of the oil going abroad by way of 
San Francisco was residuum, gas oii and 
fuel oil, the quantity being 26,329,044 gal- 
lons, together with 13,149,728 gallons of il- 
luminating oil and 7,405,056 gallons of 
naphthas, gasoline, etc. Oil passing 
through Sabine was chiefly residuum, gas 


oil and fuel oil, the amount of which was 
25,524,284 gallons, together with 7,856,112 
gallons of illuminating oil. 

Passing through the port of Philadel- 
phia was 11,844,177 gallons of illuminating 
| oil, 6,397,493 gallons of lubricating oil and 
| paraffine and 4,701,807 gallons of naph- 
| thas, gasoline etc, and 3,092,083 gallons of 
| residuum, gas oil and fuel oil, etc. 
C.E.K. 





WOMEN INVEST IN OIL LEASES. 





MUSKOGEE, Okla., Dec. 14.—Mrs. Ev- 
elyn Blanche Golden, now of Tulsa, is 
accused here in court of having defraud- 
ed a number of Muskogee women out of 
various sums of money by selling them 
alleged oil leases. It is said that fully 50 
; women, nearly all of _ self-supporting, 
| working class, were victimized. The Coun- 
ty attorney is securing evidence against 
the accused and her trial will probably 
take place soon. 


DRILLER DIES OF PNEUMONIA. 


CASPER, Wyo., Dec. 15.—James Kim- 
berly, employed in the Big Muddy field 
as a driller for Contractor John Stock, 
recently became afflicted with a severe 
cold, which developed into double pneu- 
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monia. The man died here this morning. 


The “PRIMM” Oil Engine 








runs on lowest es of oil and 
is all the name ‘‘Primm”’ signifies. 
Equipped with special governor 
and reverse clutch for drilling. 

















THE POWER MFG. CoO. 
Dept. 14, Lima, Ohlo ; 































tT 





December 21, 1916. 





THE OIL AND 


GAS JOURNAL 





31 





Financial and 


Market News 


By CHARLES NORDHAUS, Jr. 


NEW YORK EXPORT MARKET. 





NEW YORK, Dec. 15.—Prices of illum- 
inating oils and products show decided 
strength, but no further revisions have 
been announced by refiners. The strong- 
er upward movement of values of crude 
oil at the wells and prospects of higher 
ocean freight rates all tended to impart 
a firmer sentiment in local trade circles. 
Based on the laws of supply and demand, 
it is predicted by well-imformed oil in- 
terests that prices on all kinds of refined 
oils, also lubricating oils, will go higher 
after the end of the year. Higher cost 
of labor-and the enhancement of values 
covering cooperage and other containers, 
bid well to be important factors in forc- 
ing prices upward. 

The volume of new business transacted 
in petroleum suffered a further loss for 
the week just ended. This was attrib- 
uted in part to the scarcity of offerings 
' of vessels to load full cargoes of oil and 
also to numerous concerns having started 
in to take up their annual stock-taking, 
which last well into the month of Janu- 
ary. 

Shrinkages in sales of refined oils and 
naphthas were principally confined to il- 
luminating oil in cases, which show a 
marked decrease for the former. This 
was also true of naphtha, while gasoline 
suffered a slight loss. Lubricating oils 
scored a fair gain in orders, while gas 
and fuel oil orders show noted shrink- 
ages. 

Motor gasoline in steel barrels for local 
consumption has been seasonably active 
and refiners continue to quote former val- 
ues to garages at 22c and to consumers 
at 24c a gallon. No changes in prices in 
other sections of the country have been 
announced. The demand continues in ex- 
cess of the output and stocks in many 
quarters are scarce. 

Motor vessels are becoming more in 
use and bid well to increase, as is shown 
by the developments in shipbuilding, both 
here and abroad. Numerous wooden sail- 
ing- vessels under construction on the 
Pacific Coast will be equipped with oil- 
burning engines. In Scandinavian coun- 
tries practically the bulk of vessels, in- 
cluding large carriers, so-called motor 
ships, adaptable to long voyage trades, 
are under construction here and abroad. 
In Great Britain building of vessels is 
retarded by a scarcity of labor and ma- 
terial by the war. The motor ship Glen- 
amoy of 5,000 gross tons, besides which 
900° tons of oil- will be carried, has been 
completed. The vessel is the largest 
British-built motor ship and will ply in 
the Far Eastern trade. Q 

Notwithstanding the absence of demand 
for vessels to load full cargoes of oil, 
rates closed stronger with owners of some 
vessels naming advances, refusing offer- 
ings at old prices by shippers. The de- 
mand for sailing vessels is on the increase 





and rates are advancing. Only one fix- 
ture for case oil was recorded, covering 
the steamer Zealander, 65,000 cases, 
prompt loading for Malta, at $1.50 a case. 
For the week ended today the total char- 
ters, involving refined and crude oils, also 
naphthas, in bulk and in packages, re- 
duced to crude equivalent, aggregated 
only 100,126 bbls., showing a slight in- 
crease compared with the preceding 
week’s total. 

Clearances of petroleum at New York 
from Jan. 1 to Dec. 14, as outlined by 
tabulated figures herewith, at the port of 
New York, amounted to 676,992,112 gal- 
lons, showing a decrease of 8,887,333 gal- 
lons compared with the same time last 
year. Clearances at Philadelphia for the 
same period involved about 301,000,000 gal- 
lons, showing a gain of 157;500,000 gallons 
above the corresponding time of 1915. 

The weekly review of petroleum and 
products as outlined herewith, covering 
transactions, is based on terms f.o.b. ves- 
sel new York, covering 200- to 299-case 
lots, unless otherwise specified. In order 
to arrive at f.ob. vessel price on case oil 
in regular export cases, containing two 
five-gallon low-screw cans, in New York 
harbor, the following regular lighterage 
charges must be added to sales prices 
herein montioned on standard white oil 
(water white oil sells at 1c a gallon above 
the priec of standard white oil). Lighter- 
age charges. are as follows: Ten to 99 
cases, 2c; 100 to 199 cases, 1%4c; 200 to 
299 cases, 90c; 300 to 399 cases, 60c; 400 
to 499 cases, 50c; 500 to 699 cases, 40c; 
700 to 999 cases, 20c; 1,000 to 2,999 cases, 
30c; 3,000 to 9,999 cases, 20c a gallon, and 
10,000 cases and above, 1 1-3c a case. 

Transactions in petroleum and prod- 
ucts show a slight increase for the week, 
about 50,000 bbls. in bulk having been 
traded in at 4%c, while of full-barreled- 
lot cargoes some 10,000 bbls. changed 
hands at 8.35¢c a gallon. Of illuminating 
oil in cases, sales included 95,000 cases. 
Of this amount full-cargo lots comprised 
about 70,000 cases, booked at 10%c, while 
the balance .of 25,000 cases, involving 
3,000- to 9,999-case lots, sold at 10.95c a 
gallon. Naphtha orders covered some 
6,000 cases and over at 35%c for 200- to 
299-case lots and at 35.40c a gallon for 
3,000-case lots, 73 to 76 degrees. 

Gasoline orders involved 35,000 cases at 
3016c for 200- to 299-case lost and at 28.05c 
a gallon for 3,000-case lots and at 27.55c 
a gallon for 10,000-case lots. 

Of lubricating oil over 40,000 bbls. were 
booked at former values as to brand. No 
sales of crude oil could be traced, while 
of gas and fuel some i1,000 barrels were 
traded in. 

The following table gives the charters for 
petroleum and by-products at New York, 
covering crude and refined oils and napthas, 
in bulk and in packages, reduced to crude 
equivalent, for the week ended Dec. 14, 1916, 
and from Dec. 1, 1916, with daily averages, 
compiled in barrels: 
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er’ Dec. 1. Average. 
1 


Dec, 4 3,377 
Dec. 116,597 12,955 
Dec. 135,645 12,331 
Dec. 157,867 13,156 
Dec. 170,645 13,131 
Dec. 191,266 13,662 





The folleninn table gives the clearances of 
petroleum and products at the port of New 
York, compiled in gallons, from Jan. 1, 1916, 
to Dec. 14, 1916, with total clearances for 
the week ended Dec. 14, 1916, and compara 
tive figures: 

Week. 


Product. Since Jan. 1. 1915 








Refined 220,028 401,748,034 384,061,383 
og. oe ER ee eee 6,827,736 10,145,309 
Naphtha . 53,755 102,655,681 130,419,769 
Benzine .... 142 2,308,043 6,513,173 
Gasoline ... 750,715 21,661,518 22,992,325 
Lub. oils.... 1,789,653 141,791, 100 131,747,486 

Total 2,814,293 676,992,112 685, 879,445 


Foreign Closing Cable Quotations. 


(American refined petroleum, standard 
white oil.) London. verpool 
Ee ake wa aig a 45 1s1\4%da lsl%d 
MRROTOES .xcssccecees 1s14%da 1s 1l%ed 
PONGES kcccaves cage 1s14d ls ltd 
TENT 5 anes 4 4 0 0a 6 ee 1s1\4da 1s1%d 
Wednesday ......... 1s1\4d ils l%ed 
TOGIRORD, ocece teers 1s1%4d lsi%d 


OIL AND GAS STOCKS. 


(Quoted by Jo P. Cappeau Sons.) 
Following are the quotations on oil and 
gas stocks for week ended Dec. 16, 1916: 


Standard Oil Subsidiaries. 











Company. Sales. High. Low. 
Buckeye Pipe.......... 230 119 113 
A GROGING | 5 5.0'e nudes wie gai 15 41 40 
Galena (com.)......... 20 195 195 
RPM MNEs an die desc COA ses 100 382 373 
Southern Pipe......... 110 225 223 
South Penn Oil........ 255 620 580 
S. Ox Of MAnMGags.. 0.00 10 554 554 
S. O. of Kentucky..... 5 750 750 
S. O. of New Jersey... 290 700 660 
S. O. of New York..... 1,400 285 250 
Vacuum. Of8...66..ccewe 80 399 385 
Prairie Pipe Line...... 200 352 345 
Illinois Pipe Line...... 275 255 234 

Oil Stocks. 
California Petr. Corp.. 17,700 27 22 
Mexican Petr. Corp.... 66,900 106% 96 
O. Sie gC Re aS | 110 18% 18 
Pittsburgh Oil & Gas.. 455 11 9% 
Sure. Get. (COU vcccccs 10,057 22 21 
Co gat SAAS Sas 100 11 il 
SRO TOGRE (CO. 6.5 60 occas 25,450 203 194 
Cosden & Co.......0-. 2,850 17% 16 
Cosden Oil & Gas..... 12,000 1556 13 
Cosden Oil & Gas (pfd) 3,300 5% 4% 
| ae 3,700 23% 19 
International Petr. -- 4,900 11% 10 
Merritt Oil Corp....... 24,900 14% 12 
Oklahoma Pro. & Refg. 26,200 115% 9% 
Sapulpa Oil & Refg.... 5,000 11 9Y 
Sinclair Oil & Refg.... 53,000 67% 58% 
Natural Gas Stocks. 
Caney River Gas....... 1,330 49 46 
Columbia Gas & Elec.. 110 49 46 
Lone Star Gas......... 125 98 98 
Mfg. Light & Heat. 7,255 65 62% 
Ohio Fuel Supply. 3,482 58% 56 
Oklahoma Nat. Gas. aia 130 100 95 
Osage, & Oklahoma Co 25 126 126 
Union Nat. Gas........ 170 188 185 


PURCHASE OF DAWES NOTES. 





NEW YORK, Dec. 15.—Guaranty Trust 
Co. has purchased $5,000,000 serial 6% 
notes of the Ohio Cities Gas Co. These 
notes are to be dated Jan. 1, 19177 and 
will mature in one, two, three and four 
years. They are to be secured by obli- 
gations of the company and will be paid 
off in amounts of $625,000 each six months 
and are redeemable in full on any semi- 
annual interest date. The redemption 
price, if paid in entirety and any time 
during the first two years, is to be 102 
and thereafter 101. 

The privileges of subscribing to a new 
issue of $1,000,000 common stock is to be 
given to stockholders of record on Dec. 
27 next. The new common stock is to 
have a par value of $25 and the subscrip- 
tion price is to be $85 a share at the ratio 
of one share of new stock for each eight 
shares now held. 


BONUS FOR LUCEY EMPLOYES. 


NEW YORK, Dec. 16.—The Lucey Man- 
ufacturing Corporation, the oil well sup- 
ply company, with offices in many cities 
of this country and in the oil centers of 
Europe, will pay a Christmas bonus to 
employes, says Financial America. It was 
announced at the company’s office in the 
Woolworth Building that the directors of 
the. corporation had voted to pay em- 
ployes 15% of their year’s salary. It is 
understood that the company has done a 
record business this year. Drilling for oil 
in this country has been on an unprece- 
dented scale and the company has been 
pressed to fill orders. 


FEDERAL OIL DECLARES DIVIDEND. 





PITTSBURGH, Dec. 15.—The directors 
of the Federal Oil Co. have declared an 
initial quarterly dividend of 2% on the 
preferred stock, payable Jan.-1 to holders 
of record Dec. 20. The stockholders have 
approved the purchase of 16,125 acres of 
oil lands in Kentucky, Texas and Mexico. 
R. R. Reid has been elected president and 
W. P. Champney vice president. 





Hotel Tulsa 


E. H. DEVORE 


PETROLEUM GEOLOGIST 
MINING ENGINEER 


30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
Phone 6309 
Tutsa, OKLA. 














Tulsa - - - 


F. JULIUS FOHS 


Consulting Oil Geologist 


Suite 307 Gallais Building 
Phones 3760 and 3356 
Oklahoma 














VALERIUS, McNUTT & HUGHES 


Petroleum and Mining Geologists 


328-329 Mayo Building 
Tulsa, Okla. 


Billings, Mont., Babcock Building 














Roswell H. Johnson 


JOHNSON & HUNTLEY 


GEOLOGISTS 
OIL AND GAS 


306 STATE HALL, UNIVERSITY of PITTSBURG, 


PITTSBURG, PA. 
L. G. Huntley 














WALTER STALDER 


OIL GEOLOGIST 
1022 Crocker Building 


San Francisco, Cal. 














JAMES H. GARDNER 


GEOLOGIST 
OIL AND GAS 


OFFICE 510-511 NEW DANIEL BUILDING 


PHONE 2872 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA 














Cable Address, ““Consultoil.”” Code, Bedford McNeill 


THE ASSOCIATED 
GEOLOGICAL ENGINEERS 


F. G. CLAPP and M. L. FULLER 
Managing Engineers 


CONSULTING SPECIALISTS 


ON OIL AND GAS 


120 Broadway - - - - New York City 
1333 F Street . - - Washington, D.C. 
331 Fourth Avenue - - Pittsburgh, Pa. 














H. B. GOODRICH 


GEOLOGIST 


Field Examination and Practical Re- 
ports on Prospective or Developed Oil 


Properties. 


450 WEST 147TH STREET 


New York, N. Y. 














Phone 2675 


CASING-HEAD GASOLINE 


is valuable, let us make your tests 


C. N. SHERMAN 


401 S. Frisco 
TULSA, OKLA. 














66 Liberty St., 


Code: 











C. W. WASHBURNE, 


Geologist 

New York 
Cable: ‘‘Washburnol” 
“Bedford McNeill” 





























32 


THE OIL AND 


GAS JOURNAL 


Thursday, 





Low Grade of Gasoline 
Has Certain A dvantages 


A. L. Dyke writes as follows on gaso- 
line grades for the Cleveland (O.) Plain 
Dealer: 

The question which is the better gaso- 
line to use, the low grade now placed on 
the market or the higher grade, is caus- 
ing considerable discussion. To simplify 
the answer, stripping it of technical 
terms, consider, first of all, the nature of 
an explosion. Explosive agents are sim- 
ply compounds—or mixtures, as the case 
may be—-which under certain conditions 
burn with abnormal speed, generating a 
definite volume of gas, which in its turn 
expands to a greater or less extent by the 
heat of combustion. Roughly, explosions 
may be divided into two elasses: (1) Those 
in which the ultimate volume after the 
temperature has become normal is greater 
than the original bulk of the exploded 
mixture, and (2) those in which the ulti- 
mate volume is actually less in size after 
the explosion than it originally was. 

A typical and well-known example of 
the first class is gunpowder. The com- 
paratively small space occupied by this 
material is prodigiously increased on ex- 
plosion by the production of an immense 
volume of permanent gas many times the 
original area of powder. But with gaso- 
line, on the other hand, which belongs to 
the latter class, the space occupied by the 
exploded gas is positively less than that 
taken up by the original firing mixture. 

Hence—and this is the part to note par- 
ticularly—the explosive energy of such 
hydrocarbons as the above is merely the 
result of a temporary expansion due to 
the heat of their combustion. Therefore, 
it is greater or less according to the 
amoynt of heat generated, for we know 
that gas expands in direct proportion to 
the degree to which it is heated. 

It will, therefore, be clearly evident 
from this that as our energy is derived 
from heat expansion solely, we must, to 
commence with, select an explosive, or, 
as it is more generally known, a fuel 
which produces a sufficiency of heat dur- 
ing its combustion. This is not all, how- 
ever, for having regard to the average 
time taken by a piston in performing its 
working stroke, it is, of course, essential 
that we also find a fuel which burns at 
such a rate as to provide a useful driving 
pressure during the progress of that 
stroke. In other words, the speed of the 
explosion —or ‘flame rate,’”’ as it is 
called—must be considered in combination 
with the heat. 

Take as an example the case of high- 
grade gasoline vs. low-grade. In the for- 
mer we have a high flame rate, while 
with the latter we get, on the contrary, 
a higher combustion heat, but a slower 
flame rate. Now note the effects. With 
high-grade gasoline—as the mixture burns 
rapidly—the pressure rises very quickly 
and imparts a powerful push to the piston 
at the commencement of the stroke, but 
falls away equally quickly as the stroke 
progresses. 

In the case of low-grade gasoline quite 
the reverse occurs. The explosion gen- 
erates slowly and does not impart to the 
piston that violent shock which results 
from the high-grade gasoline. But, owing 
to the production of a greater amount of 
heat resulting from a higher percentage 
composition of carbon, combined with the 
retarded flame rate, the pressure pre- 
dominates through a much greater pro- 
portion of the stroke than is the case 
with the high-grade gasoline. 

The results are obvious. With a very 
high piston speed, such as in racing cars, 
high-grade gasoline is possibly the better 
fuel, although this is a very debatable 
point. For medium speeds, however, 
where a good steady steam engine-like 
power is required, combined with fuel 
economy, low-grade gasoline unquestion- 
ably has it, provided, of course, the car- 
buretor has been readjusted to get the 











REPORTS, 

EXAMINATIONS, 

APPRAISEMENTS, On Oll and 

CONSULTATIONS. Natural Gas 
Fields and 

ESTIMATES AND Prepertins 

PLANS FOR NAT'L 

GAS PLANTS. 





JO. P. CAPPEAU SONS. 


Benedum-Trees Bldg. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
403 Unity Bldg., Tulsa, Okla. 


Cable Address, Capo, Pittsburgh, USA. 


best results from the fuel; otherwise, ow- 
ing to its highly carbonaceous nature, it 
is apt to deposit a sooty residue in the 
engine. 

It is a well-known fact that an engine, 
especially an old one with loose bearings 
and slack pistons, will run much more 
quietly on a low-grade gasoline than a 
high-grade gasoline, and ‘‘knocking”’’ is 
@lmost an unknown occurrence. The rea- 
son is, of course, obvious in view of the 
above. Owing to its slow flame rate, the 
explosion pressure from low-grade gaso- 
line operates gradually on the piston head 
and presses rather than slams the loose 
bearing surfaces together. 

Of course, it is a fact that in starting 
on a cold day it is more difficult to start 
on low-grade gasoline than high-grade, 
but after the engine is once warmed up 
the results are as shown above. 


STANDARD IS COMPLETING BIG 
COMPRESSOR PLANT NEAR TAFT. 





LOS ANGELES, Cal., Dec. 15.—A re- 
port from Taft states that ‘‘with the first 
four units of its mammoth compressor 
plant now completed, a fifth under con- 
struction and three additional units to be 
constructed as rapidly as possible, rep- 
resenting an investment of $750,000, the 
Midway district is coming into its own, 
and the Standard Oil Co. is the contrib- 
uting factor. 

“The Standard’s compressor plants now 
under construction are located on Section 
36-31-23 (McNee lease), and the first units 
were given an initial test or try-out last 
week. The testing of the completed four- 
unit plant was entirely satisfactory in 
every way and proved capable of com- 
pressing gas of both high and low pres- 
sure. The present four-unit compressor 
plant has a capacity of 400-horsepower, 
or 11,000,000 cubic feet of gas daily, and 
when the additional four units are added 
the completed plant will have double the 
present capacity, or 800-horsepower, for 
22,000,000 cubic feet of gas daily. It will 
practically equal the Southern Califor- 
nia Gas Co.’s power plant (for driving the 
gas to Los Angeles), the largest in Kern 
County, if not in the entire State.” 

The high-gravity gasoline extracted from 
the casinghead gas at the Standard’s 
Newhall plant, it is stated, is now being 
transferred direct to their refinery at El 
Segundo instead of being placed back 
into the oil and:run to the refinery 
through that process. The gasoline is 
so light in gravity that, it is contended, 
a large percentage was lost through evap- 
oration before reaching the refinery in 
the form of oil. The product is marketed 
as “‘machine gas.” C.H.G. 


DOHERTY ASSOCIATION MEETING. 

CHATHAM, Ont., Dec. 14.—The Doh- 
erty Association, which comprises mem- 
bers and employes of the various Can- 
adian companies controlled by H. L. Doh- 
erty & Co., of New York, held its seventh 
meeting at Buffalo on Nov. 25, under the 
chairmanship of E. F. Curtiss. The or- 
ganization was founded by Henry L. Doh- 
erty with a view to getting the men to- 
gether and securing a better understand- 
ing of the problems of their business. H. 
L. White, of the safety first department 
of the Doherty operating company, gave 
a talk on ‘Safety First,’’ dealing with the 
work accomplished along this line as ob- 
served in his recent inspection trip. H. 
R. Davis gave a talk on acetylene welding 
and its value to the natural gas industry 
in pipe-line and compressor station work. 
Questions in regard to the use of welding 
machines were also answered. A paper 
on ‘Service’? was read by H. W. Braden, 
assistant superintendent of the Dominion 
Natural Gas Co. of Hamilton. Superin- 
tendents F. Fair, of Dunkirk, N . Y., C. 
E. Hill, of Batavia, N. Y., A. F. Covey, 
of Hamilton, Ont., and C. C. Roberts, of 
St. Thomas, Ont., spoke on various mat- 
ters on their divisions. Following ad- 
journment of the meeting, about 130 dele- 
gates sat down to dinner, the visiting 
ladies of the party being taken care of in 
the main dining-room by the ladies of the 
Buffalo office. 


LEASING AT KEMMERER. 





KEMMERER, Wryo., Dec. 14. — The 
County Clerk’s office here reports that a 
marked rush to secure oil claims in the 
county is going on at present, resulting 
from announcement that the Plains Oil 
Co., of Kansas City, is to develop the 
La Barge oil- field, 35 miles north of Kem- 
merer. The fact that in 1884, Senator C. 
D. Clark drilled a well at Fossil, Wyo., re- 
sulting in 600 bbls. per day production, 
has recently stirred up new interest and 
a company has been formed to further de- 
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Mr. Burrell Talks On 
Casinghead Gasoline 


George A. Burrell, consulting chemist, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., lectured before the Frank- 
lin Institute, of Philadelphia, recently. 

Mr. Burrell, was, until recently, ‘in 
charge of gas, gasoline and allied investi- 
gations for the Bureau of Mines. He 
spoke on the technology of the natural 
gas gasoline industry and told in detail 
of the chemical, physical and engineering 
problems involved. The two principal 
processes were discussed in detail, cover- 
ing the oil and gas in the well, testing 
of the gas, erection of plants, cost of 
plants, operation of plants and character- 
istics, handling and blending of the prod- 
uct. 

Mr. Burrell brought out the fact that 
natural gas is the most ideal fuel there 
is; that between 9% and 10% of the popu- 
lation use it; 1% of the acreage of the 
United States produces it; 944% of the 
towns and cities of the United States use 
it; as between natural gas and artificial 
gas, 78% of that sold is natural gas and 
22% is artificial gas; it is almost twice 
as valuable ar artificial gas, but sells for 
one-third as much; the average number of 
domestic gas consumers dependent on 
each gas well in the country is 58; about 
660,000,000,000 cubic feet of natural gas 
were sold in 1915; 65% of the natural gas 
used is by industrial consumers and 35% 
by domestic consumers; West Virginia 
produces 40% of the total natural gas and 
consumes 16%; Pennsylvania produces 
22% and consumes 31%; Ohio produces 
10% and consumes 22%. 

The rise in price of natural gas has not 
been anywhere near the rise in price of 
other commodities. A higher price to the 
domestic consumer would make it possible 
to restrict the sale of gas to such pur- 
pose and eliminate the industrial con- 
sumer and thus conserve the supply. Nat- 
ural gas reservoirs in the ground are sim- 
ply deposits that are not being renewed 
and once tapped and drained new reser- 
voirs have to be found. 

Substitutes Not Satisfactory. 

In speaking of gasoline, Mr. Burrell 
said a satisfactory substitute for it had 
not been found, and that the growing 
shortage was causing graye concern in 
the minds of producers of it. He said 
many substitutes had been advertised and 
given publicity. 

He said that of all the substitutes thus 
far advertised, none had materialized. 
One gotten up by a man living in Farm- 
ingdale, L. I., whereby he produced a 
transparent green liquid, a few drops of 
which would run an automobile econom- 
ically; another by two men in St. Louis, 
Mo., who invented a chemical compound 
to mix with kerosene; one by a man aged 
73 years, who invented motorzene; an- 
other by a St. Louisian who skillfully 
blended three chemicals with kerosene so 
they could not be detected; one by a 
Cleveland policeman, who mixes a fluid 
selling for six cents a gallon with water 
and obtains a mixture slightly more than 
600% more efficient than gasoline; one by 
a preacher of Wilkinsburg, Pa., who pro- 
duced a gasoline substitute to be sold for 
six cents a gallon; and one by a cobbler 
in McKeesport, Pa., who gave ‘‘Zoline’’ to 
the world and prepared it by mixing sub- 
stances cheaply obtained at drug stores 
with water, etc. Mr. Burrell added that 
they all must have been very inflammable 
substitutes indeed, for they entirely burned 
up in their flare of publicity. * 

Mr. Burrell said that three substitutes 
for gasoline most prominently considered 
are kerosene, alcohol and benzol. Regard- 
ing kerosene he stated that gasoline will 
have to reach a prohibitive figure before 
it is used extensively in pleasure cars. It 
is too hard to start a car with it in cold 
weather; carburetors have to be changed 
to use it; gasoline has to be used to 
start the car satisfactorily; it does not 
dry up if spilled, like gasoline; it carbon- 
izes the cylinders, etc. Besides, it comes 
from the same source as gasoline and the 
supply of crude oil is geting short. 

A great diffculty in the way of benzol 
(made from coal) for permanent relief, 
is the shortage of benzol itself. It is 
made now at the rate of 50,000,000 gallons 
a year. Gasoline is used at the rate of 
2,000,000,000 gallons a year. Further, it 
is hard to start a car with benzol also; it 
freezes at 41° F., and it provides a vile 
exhaust. 

Alcohol is expensive to make. Gasoline 
has sold as high as 40 cents a gallon in 
England and alcohol has not been used. 
It is also hard to start a car with alco- 
hol. In fact, automobiles have developed 
around gasoline as a fuel, and car owners 
are loth to give it up with its many ad- 
vantages. 











Stop Pulling 
Tubing 


Reduce Cest of Operaiing Lease 


Use the 
The McGregor Working Barrel 


Is not an experiment, it has 
been in actual use for five 
years, and is now being gen- 
erally adopted by a majority 
of oil producers, both large 
and small, throughout the 
United States. 


Especially adaptable for 
wells making sand or with 
worn-out working barrels or 
leaky valves. 


See dealers or 
write for circular 


McGregor Working Barrel 
.. Inc. BRADFORD, PA. 


Sole Manufacturers 











“Patented” 

















Ardizzone-Braden Company 


Pipe-Line Contractors 
507 Bliss Building 
TULSA, - - OKLA. 














Map of Oklahoma 


Sectionized map of entire State. Shows 

all development. Accompanying map 

is “Oklahoma Oil Sands,”” compiled by 

Fohs & Gardner, giving depth and 

thickness of sands in the different fields. 
Price, $5.00. 


TULSA MAPPING CO., TULSA, OKLA. 











Attention Oil Men . 


We carry in stock a large supply of new and second 
hand pipe and casing from one inch to sixteen inches. 
In the market at all times to buy and sell anything 
pertaining to the oil industry. 


Mid-West Supply Company 
304 North Boulder and Katy Tracks, TULSA, OKLA. — 











PICKERING BROS., Contractors 
BASIN, WYO. 
Standard rigs, powers, camps, general 
building, ditching, etc. : 
Rigs in stock for immediate delivery in 
Wyoming and Montana fields. 

















We are in touch with Eastern buy- 
ers. Submit us, in writing, particu- 
lars and prices of developed and un- 
developed properties and production. 


RALPH DEVELOPMENT CoO., 
336 Mayo Bidg., Tulsa, Okla. 


—— 














Layout—Design—Construction of Pe- 

troleum Refineries, Blending Stations 

and Grease Plants; Investigation of 

Processes, Analyses of all Petroleum 

Products; ene _ Experimental 
or 


Western Chemical Laboratories, 
53 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, Ill. 


PATENTS 


TRADE MARKS AND DESIGNS 


RALPH T. BASSETT 
Reg. Patent Atty. No. 3336 
316-17 Mayo Bldg. TULSA, OKLA. 
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BUSINESS and PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 








GEO. T. AMYX 
Oil Production and Leases 
Kansas and. Oklahoma Fields 
203% E. Main Chanute, Kans. 


DAWSON TOWEL SUPPLY 
Aprons, Towels and Jackets for Rent 


Towel service for offices, $1 per month 
Phone 2185 Tulsa, Okla. 


WILL SELL, LEASE OR SHIP 
Fuller’s Earth, Meerschaum, Magnesia 
Clays, Kaolins, Paper Clays, Fire Clays, 
Brick Clays, Lignite, Feldspars, Pumice 
Dust, Tungsten, ‘ens and Oil Lands. 
J. C. Melcher, R. F. D. 4, Lagrange, Tex. 


RELIABLE TRANSFER AND BAGGAGE CO. 
Moves Baggage, Office Furniture and 
Freight Promptly. 

Phones 1755-5488 Tulsa, Okla. 








MISS CAROLINE BAKER . 
Law and Commercial Stenographer 

Notary Public - Phone 392 
301 Gallais Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. 


DICKEY-ASHBY-FOUNTAIN CO. 
General Insurance 
Derricks, Tanks and Contents Insured 
212 S. Boston Ave. Tulsa, Okla 








WM. S. BARNICKEL & CO. 
Chemical Engineers 


Treating Roily Oil a Specialty 
601 Merchants-Laclede Bldg., St. Louis 


DORSEY HAGER 
Petroleum Geologist and Engineer 
Lynch Building 
"Phone 5398 Tulsa, Okla. 


MID-CON. ENGINEERING 
COMPANY 


Appraisements, Examinations and 
Reports on Oil and Gas Properties in 
the Mid-Continent field. 

First National Bank Bldg. 
Phones 1780 and 650. Chanute, Kan. 


T. M. RICHARDSON Jr. 
Oil Leases and Production 
Oklahoma Oil Stocks 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 








WILLIAM A. RINEY 
Civil Engineer and Geologist 


Mapping Geologic Structures a Specialty 
iy M. Bank Bidg., Abilene, Texas 








BASS FURNITURE & CARPET CO. 
Furniture for Office and Home 
Shaw-Walker Filing Devices 


Tulsa, Okla. Oklahoma City 


GEO. W. HENRY, Printer 
“BETTER PRINTING” 
112 W. Second St. 
Phone 238 Tulsa, Okla. 


“WILDCAT SERVICE” 


Lumber, Long-Leaf Timbers and Oak 
for rigs and oil-field work. 
Quick, satisfying service. 

F. D. MISENER Lumber Tulsa, Okla. 








G. E. BENNETT, Oil Broker 
Only first-class Loe ied properties 
ha 








PRODUCTION WANTED 


We want some good leases and settled 


Mowbray Undertaking Co. 
Phones: 329, 86, 911 


ROBERTSON, BAILEY, 
NELSON & BAILEY 
ATTORNEYS AND 
COUNSELORS AT LAW 
TULSA, OKLA. 

436-440 Robinson Arcade Phone 4450 
MUSKOGEE, OKLA. 














W. S. Bell, L. B. Norton 
J. F. Patterson 
Okmulgee, - - - - + Oklahoma 


Some Good Leases in Grant and Gar- 
field Counties—All Near Development 
Pond Creek, Okla. 








INSURANCE 
Workmen’s Compensation, 
Oil Insurance of All Kinds 


Let us take care of your requirements 
in Oklahoma and Kansas and save you 
time, trouble and expense. 


CARR & FRENCH 
316-320 Gallais Bldg., TULSA, OKLA. 








CLIPSON CLEANING WORKS 
Plant, 915 S. Main St. 
Uptown Office, Hotel Tulsa. 
Phone 4660 Tulsa, Okla. 


I WANT: Twenty million feet wet 
gas; also production, refinery. For sale: 
gil lands in Mexico, Kansas leases, Kan- 
sas City income property. Write me. 


230 Robinson Arcade Tulsa, Okla. productions, royalties or working in- 422-424 S. Boston Ave., Tulsa, Okla. 511-514 Surety Bldg. Phone 815 
terests. Full particulars first letter. 
L. F. BROACH A. L. HOLTOM & COMPANY NOWATA LAND CO., Brokers SAND SPRINGS WATER COMPANY 
Oil Properties. ‘‘High Class properties 203-4-5 Flynn-Ames Bldg., Meritorious Oil and Gas Properties in Pure Spring Water 
Only”’ Phone 6648 Musk OkI Mid-Continent Fields Distilled 
403 S. Boulder Ave. Tulsa, Okla. ev % Com. Nat’l Bank Bldg., Nowata, Okla. Phone 700 Tulsa, Okla. 
CAPITAL ABSTRACT AND REALTY CO. JIM HUNT—Oil Lease Broker STRUCTURAL STEEL BUILDING H. O. SIMMONS, C. E.’ 


Oll Refineries, Casinghead Gas Plants, 
Glass Plants, Machine Shops, « 
Bridges, Etc. 

Engineers for designing fireproof 
structures for all purposes 
Cc. M. PRITCHARD 
Structural Engineer 


‘A. W. JOHNSON A. 
506 Ridge Bldg. Kansas City, Mo. 203 Seaman Bldg. TULSA, OKLA. TULSA, OKLA 


Refineries and Absorption Gasoline 
Plants a Specialty 
Machine Design Special Drafting 
Map work and supervision of 
construction work 


Telephone 2787 1314 S. Denver 











THE KETCHUM HOTEL 
European Plan 
Rates, $1.50 pe Day and Up 


Tulsa’s Finest and Best Equipped 
Hostelry 


First Class Cafe 
Large Sample Rooms 
5th and Main Sts. TULSA, OKLA. 








E. A. COLEMAN 
Oil Production and Royalty Broker 


Kansas and Qklahoma Fields 
Montpelier, Williams County, Ohio. 


LAFE SPEER ABSTRACT CO. 
General Abstractors 


J. A. Boyd, Pres. and Mgr. 
11 S. Park St. Sapulpa, Okla. 


PRODUCERS OIL EXCHANGE 


Leases and Production 
1219 Colcord Bldg. Oklahoma City 


TULSA AUTO LIVERY CoO. 


101—TA XI—122 


New Cars. Tulsa, Okla. 














THE PURITAN DRUG CO. 


Drugs and Sundries 
Soda and Ice Cream 
Leases and Plats 
Phones: 112 and 44 
Hotel Tulsa Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. 








. COX & RADCLIFFE , 
Petroleum Geology 
and Mine Engineering 
311 Daniel Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. 








20 W. THIRD ST. TULSA, OKLA. 


LYON’S RESTAURANT 
The Clean Place 








Management F. W. LYON of Robinson, Ill. 


Place your order for Gas Heaters and 
Cook Stoves with 
QUEEN BEE STOVE Co. 
Madison and Frisco Sts., Tulsa, Okla. 








Place your orders for ice with the 
TULSA ICE COMPANY 
Phone 12 4 North Detroit Tulsa, Okia. 








Tulsa Indian Trading Co. 
GENUINE INDIAN CURIOS 
Leather Goods, Moccasins and 
Beaded Goods 
Fine Cigars and Tobacco 
314 S. Main St. Tulsa, Okla. 

















Jetmore, Kansas, Has 
Divining Rod Artist 


After a rest of more than two years, 
the ‘twitch’ has appeared again, this 


. time in Kansas. During the Cushing ex- 


cilement, when big wells were the order 
of the day, the ‘‘witch’ was right on the 
job, and strange as it may seem, succeed- 
ed in imposing on the credulity of more 
than a few folks who were enthralled with 
the idea of getting oil somehow, some- 
where, Since the flush days of Cushing, 
however, the ‘“‘witch’ has been taking a 
vacation ,most of the work being done 
under the direction of expert and experi- 
enced geologists who do not pretend to 


. the knowledge of the fascinating and at- 


tractive game of clairvoyance. 

Since the attention of the talent has 
been directed to Augusta, El Dorado and 
the country round about those newest of 
the new pools, the divining rod man has 
been polishing up his trusty pen and send- 
ing epistles to operators and prospective 
Operators all over the country. Tulsa be- 
ing the head center of development in 
the Southwest, has come in for a goodly 
Share of the attention of the gifted seers 
and producers in this town have been 
regularly receiving a series of circulars 
and advertisements from various towns 
on the fringe of the wildcat belt. The 
latest of these epistles comes from Jet- 
more, a town which is not down on any 





map and which requires the services of 
a Burns man to accurately locate. But 
it has a postoffice and the postmaster has 
a stamp. The letter follows just as it 
was written, capitalization and all: 
Jetmore Kas. Nov: 29-16 
To whom it may~-interest 
That there is Oil in Hodgeman Co. 
Kas. And in Adjoining Cos Thére has 
been some leasing done One :Co. will 
begin to drill in Dec Any one Wish- 
ing the services of a Competant ex- 
pert For the purpose of getting land 
with oil I Can do this Accurately 
Also Locate The place to drill oil will 
be obtained. Write me for Complete 
information Respcy 
FRED C BEST 
Along with the letter was a circular, 
in which it is stated, without reservation, 
that ‘locations are made only where oil 
exists’ and that the ‘‘size of the deposit 
will be correctly given.’’ Finally, assur- 
ance is made that ‘‘my system will bear 
the test’ and “all work guaranteed.” 
Just what sort of guarantee will be given 
of the success of the system is not stated, 
but if the locator will put up a good and 
sufficient bond that he can deliver the 
goods he will get plenty of play from 
Oklahoma oil men who have been trying 
old and established methods of locating 
oil wells with rather indifferent results. 
As a matter of fact the old-timers have 
been just yearning all of their lives for 
the discovery of some safe and certain 
system of finding oil without the neces- 





sity of spending a lot of money drilling 
holes in the ground and then missing the 
oil. 

The regular recurrence of the ‘‘witch’”’ 
is one of the phenomena of all new oil- 
producing districts, and the wonder is 
that they are perennial. The falsity of 
their claims has been so often exposed 
that it is astonishing that anybody could 
be found who would listen to their song, 
but it is a fact that folks fall for the old 
humbug in this day and age just as they 
always have. In some districts in Okla- 
homa the witch has prospered through 
the ignorance and supersition of the farm- 
ers and some of the more credulous oil 
people. Many of them have tried their 
hand in Tulsa, but somehow or other they 
never had any luck in the metropolis of 
the Southwestern oil country. 

Perhaps more ‘ witches’”’ succeeded 
around Joplin in the days of 1902-3-4 than 
almost any other mining camp in the 
country. One of the sharpest of them 
with the gift of gab and a divining rod 
cleaned up a comfortable fortune of a 
quarter of a million dollars in less than 
six months. Whether it was immortal 
luck or whether he had a tip on the pro- 
ductivity of the properties will never be 
known, but it is certain that this indi- 
vidual located some of the ‘best-paying 
properties in the district and left before 
his fame grew dim. Doubting promoters 
tried to get this particular ‘‘witch’’ to go 
over into Kansas and try his hand at lo- 
cating some oil wells, but he either felt 





failure in the air or suspected that he 
could not secure the assistance of the 
confederate necessary to the success of 
the’ enterprise. At any rate, he refused 
the bait and left the country for good 
and all. 

For a long time the painstaking and ex- 
perienced geologist, now recognized for 
his worth in the development of every oil 
district, suffered from the representations 
of the ‘“‘witch’’ and was somehow or other 
confounded with the ‘‘witch” in the minds 
of many people. Because geology is so 
little understood by the common run of 
oil men and because its usefulness in the 
practical end of the game has been so re- 
recently brought into play, the laiety 
were inclined to sneer at the geologist 
and class him with the ‘‘witch.’’ And it 
may be remarked that there are more 
than a few persons to whom it is still a 
matter of disbelief that the geologist can 
tell the age of a rock by looking at it or 
can tell what the mineral contents of a 
given formation ought to be or who can 
pick out, almost infallibly, the long-sought 
anticline. It is this prejudice against 
him and his profession which has made 
the way of the geologist more than neces- 
sarily hard. But while the “witch” is 
fading away, being relegated to the limbo 
of forgotten things, the geologist is com- 
ing into his own and the prospecting of 
an oil country, or what is supposed to be 
a good gamble as an oil country , is being 
carried on systematically and scientifically 
by men of light and learning. 
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* CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, 


CLASSIFIED RATES. 


Advertisements under this heading are 25 
cents per line for the first insertion and 10 
cents per line for each additional insertion, 
invariably cash in advance unless the adver- 
tiser has an account with the publisher. 
Estimate cost on the basis of six words to 
the line. _ Replies forwarded free. 








FOR ‘BALE. 


PUBLIC SALE OF OIL AND "GAS 
LEASES OF THE PUBLIC 
LANDS OF THE STATE 
OF OKLAHOMA. 


THE COMMISSIONERS OF ye: LAND 
OFFICE OF THE 
HOMA will receive sealed bids i the 
leasing of the public State and School 
lands in the State of Oklahoma for oil 
and gas purposes on the 29th day of De- 
cember, 1916, at the hour of 4 o’clock p. 
m., on the following lands, to-wit: 


The following lands in Garfield County, 
Oklahoma: 


Tract No. 1—Fr. S. W. Quarter of Sec. 
36, Twp. 20 N., Range 5 West. 

Tract No. 2—W est Half of Sec. 36, Twp. 
21 N., Range 5 West. 

Tract No. 3—West Half of Sec. 13, Twp. 
1 N., Range 5 West. 

Tract No. 4—Fr. North Half of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 22 N., Range 5 West. 

Tract No. 5—N. W. Quarter of Sec. 13, 
Twp. 22 N., Range 5 West. 

Tract No. 6—South Half of Sec. 13, 
Twp. 23 ag Range 5 West. 

Tract No. 7—N. E. — of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 24 N., Range 5 We 

Tract No. 8—W se Halt of Sec. 13, Twp. 
24 N., Range 5 We 

Tract No. 9—West ‘alt of Sec. 16, Twp. 
2 t 


10—Sec. 36, Twp. 21 N., 
Range 6 West. 


Tract No. 11—Fr. West Half of Sec. 13, 
Twp: 22 N., Range 6 West. 

Tract No. 12—Fr. S. E. Quarter of Sec. 
36, Twp. 23 N., Range 6 West. 

Tract No. 13—S. E. Quarter of Sec. 13, 
Twp. 23 N., Range 6 West. 

Tract No. 14—S. W. Quarter of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 21 N., Range 7 West. 

Tract No. 15—N. W. Quarter of the 
N. E. Quarter of Sec. 13, Twp. 22 N., 
Range 7 West. 

Tract No. 16—N. E. Quarter of Sec. 13, 
Twp. 24 N., Range 7 West. 

Tract No. 17—Fr. S. W. Quarter of Sec. 
16, Twp. 24 N., Range 7 West. 

Tract No. 18—S. W. Quarter of Sec. 33, 
Twp. 22 N., Range 8 West. 

Tract No. 19—S. W. Quarter of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 22 N., Range 8 West. 

Tract No. 20—Fr. N. E. = aged of Sec. 
13, Twp. 22 N., Range 8 west 


Tract No. 21--S. W. Quarter of Sec. 36, | 


Twp. 23 N., Range 8 West. 

Tract No. 22—West Half of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 23 N., Range 8 West. 

Tract No. 23—Fr. North Half and S. W. 
Quarter of Sec. 13, Twp. 23 N., Range 8 
West. 

Tract 24—South Half and N. W. Quar- 
ter of Sec. 36, Twp. 24 N., Range 8 West. 

The following lands in Kingfisher Coun- 
ty, Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 25—N. E. Quarter of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 18 N., Range 7 West. 

Tract No. 26—Sec. 16, 33 WN. 
Range 7 West. 

Tract No. 27—S. E. Quarter of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 18 N., Range 5 West. 

Tract No. 28—N. W. Quarter of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 19 N., Range 5 West. : 

Tract No. 29—South Half and N. W. 
Quarter of Sec. 16, Twp. 19 N., Range 
5 West. 

Tract No. 30—N. E. Quarter of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 19 N., Range 6 West. 

Tract No. 31—N. E. Quarter of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 19 N., Range 7 West. 

Tract No. 32—South Half and N. E. 
Quarter of Sec. 36, Twp. 19 N., Range 
8 West. 

Tract No. 33—West Half of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 19 N., Range 8 West. 

Tract No. 34—N. E. Quarter of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 19 N., Range 9 West. 

Tract No. 35—Sec. 16, 17 _ N., 
Range 8 West. 

Tract No. 36—N. E. Quarter of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 17 N., Range 9 West. 

Tract No. 37—S. E. Quarter of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 17 N., Range 9 West. 

The following lands in Logan County, 
Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 38—West 9 of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 15 N., Range 1 Eas 

Tract No. 39--East Half of Sec. 16, Twp. 
15 N., Range 1 East. 

Tract — Y gmat Sec. 36, Twp. 15 N., 


Range 1 Ea 
Tract No. “ar. Sec. 16, Twp. 16 N., 
16 N., 


" 42—Sec. 36, Twp. 
Range 1 East. 


Tract No. 43—Fr. S. W. Quarter of Sec. 
16, Twp. 17 N., Range 1 Bast. 
No. 44—North sang of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 17 N., Range 1 East 
Tract No. 45—South Half of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 17 N., Range 1 East. 
16, Twp. 
Sec. 16, 
Sec. 36, 


Twp. 


Twp. 


Tract No. 46—East _— of Sec. 
15 N., Range 1 Wes 

Tract No. 1 West Half of 
Twp. 15 N., Range 1 West 

Tract No. 48—North Halt of 
Twp. 15 N., Range 1 West. 


Tract No. 49—South Half of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 15 N., Range 1 West. 
Tract No. 50—Sec. 16, Twp. 16 N., 


Range 1 West. 


STATE OF OKLA-|2 
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gg 7 No. Ae ag I of Sec. 36, 


: est. 
Tract No. 52—South Half of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 16 N., Range 1 West. 
be iGO 16, Twp. 17 N., 


bee. 36, Twp. 17 N., 
Range 1 Wes 


The BP ace a lands in Oklahoma Coun- 
ty, Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 55—S. E. Quarter of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 12 N., Range 1 West. 

The following lands in Lincoln County, 
Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 56—Sec. 36, Twp. 12 N., Range 
2 East. : 
rg No. 57—Sec. 16, Twp. 12 N., Range 

t 


ast. 
Tract No. 58—Sec. 36, Twp. 13 N., Range 
2 East. 

Tract No. 59—S. W. —-. of Sec. 20, 
Twp. 13 N., Range 2 East 

Tract No. 60—S. W. Quarter of Sec. 19, 
Twp. 13 N., Range 2 Hast. 

Tract No. 61—N. W. Quarter of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 14 N., Range 2 East. 

Tract No. 62—North Half and S. W. 
Quarter of Sec. 16, Twp. 15 N., Range 


2 Bast. 
Tract No. 68—N. W. Quarter and S. E. 
Quarter of Sec. 36, Twp. 15 N., Range 2 


East. 

Tract No. a —* of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 16, N., Range 2 Ea 

Tract No. 65—S. W. aonihen of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 15 N., Range 3 East 

Tract No. 66—N. W. A of Sec. 20, 
Twp. 14 N., Range 3 East. 

Tract No. 67—East Half of Sec. 16, Twp. 
14 N., Range 3 Hast. 

Tract No. 68—N. E. se aga of Sec. 27, 
Twp. 14 N., Range 3 Ea 

Tract No. 69—S. W. ‘Quarter of Sec. 31, 
Twp. 14 N., Range 3 Ea 

Tract No. 70—Sec. 16, Twp. 13 N., Range 
3 East. 

Tract No. 7i—Sec. 36, Twp. 13 N., Range 
3 East. 

Tract No. 72—Sec. 16, Twp. 12 N., Range 
3 East. 

Tract No. 73—N. W. Quarter of Sec. 27, 
Twp. 12 N., ane 3 East. 

Tract No. 74—S. W. Tahoe of Sec. 33, 
Twp. 12 N., oe 3 Ea 

Tract No. 75—Sec. 36, Twp. 12 N., Range 


3 East. 
76—West Half and S. E. 


Tract No. 
Quarter of Sec. 36, Twp. 13 N., Range 4 
Sec. 16, Twp. 12 N., 


Bast. 
Tract No. 77—Fr. 
36, Twp. 12 N., Range 


Range 4 East. 
Tract No. 78—Sec. 
Ea 
16, Twp. 12 N., Range 
36, Twp. 12 N., Range 


. 79—Sec. 

. 80—Sec. 
16, Twp. 13 N., Range 
36, Twp. 13 N., Range 


Yo. 81—Sec. 
East. 
Tract No. 82—Sec. 
East. 
Tract No. 83—East Half and N. W. 
— of Sec. 36, Twp. 14 N., Range 5 
ast. 
Tract No. 84—Bast Half and N. W. 
— of Sec. 16, Twp. 14 N., Range 5 
ast. 


Each bid must be acompanied by a cer- 
itfied check or bank draft on some bank 
in the State of Oklahoma in the sum of 
One Thausand Dollars, made payable to 
the Commissioners of the Land Office of 
the State of Oklahoma, and deposited as 
earnest money to insure the execution of 
the lease and the furnishing of a bond as 
required by law. One certified check or 
bank draft in said sum will entitle the 
bidder to bid on one or more tracts. Said 
deposit accompanying rejected bids. will 
be returned to such bidder at the time 
such bids are opened, and upon full com- 
pliance with the terms and conditions of 
the bidding and the payment of the bonus 
offered, if any, and entering into of a 
lease between the successful bidder and 
the Commissioners of the iand office, the 
deposit of such successful bidder wil! be 
returned. The bonus bid must be in cash. 
Each bid must be on file with or delivercd 
to the Secretary to the Commissioners of 
the Land Office upon the date and hour 
set for the opening of said bids. All leases 
are to be made for a term of five years 
upon a fixed royalty of 12% per cent of 
the gross production of all oil and gas 
produced therefrom. If a well is not com- 
pleted on said lands within twelve months 
from the date of said lease the said lessee 
shail pay a rental of One Dollar per acre 
——— in advance so long as drilling is 

elay' 


Leases on school lands that are produc- 
ing oil and gas at the end of said term 
are to be re-advertised for lease for addi- 
tional term of five years, said improve- 
ments, material and equipment thereon 
used in connection with the operation of 
said oil or gas wells, together with the 
cost of drilling said oil or gas wells that 
are poe = oil or gas at the end of said 
term are to aperaise? as the property 
of said lessee and paid for at the time of 
said sale in cash by the successful bidder. 
therefor. The said lessee shall have the 
preference right to re-lease said land for 
an additional term of five years at the 
highest bid offered. The Commissioners 
of the Land Office reserve the right to 
reject any and ail bids. 


For full particulars and form of bid, ad- 


dress, 
G. A. SMITH, 
Secretary to the Commissioners of the 
Land Office, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 


4 
5 
5 East. 
5 
5 





FOR SALE. 





PUBLIC SALE OF OIL AND GAS 
LEASES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS 
OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA. 


THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE LAND 
OFFICE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHO- 
MA will receive sealed bids for the leas- 
ing of the public lands and of the river 
bed leases of the State of Oklahoma for 
oil and gas purposes on the 26th day of 
January, 1917, at the hour of four o’clock 
p. m. on the following lands in the State, 
to-wit: 

The following lands in Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 1—N. W. nee of Sec. 33, 
Township 25 N., Range 9 W 

Tract No. 2—Bast half of Sec. 36, Twp. 
26 N., Range 9 West. 

Tract No. 3—N. W. quarter of Sec. 13, 
Twp. 23 N., Range 10 West. 


The following lands in Blaine County 
Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 4—North half of Sec. 36, Twp. 
15 N., Range 10 West. 

Tract No. 5—S. EB. quarter of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 16 N., Range 10 West. 

Tract No. 6—N. E. quarter of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 16 N., Range 11 West. 

Tract No. 7—South half and N. W. 
—- of Sec. 16, Twp. 16 N., Range 11 
Jest. 

Tract No. 8—North half of Sec. 16, Twp. 
7 N., Range 12 West. 

The following lands in Caddo County, 


Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 9—Sec. 13, Twp. 5 N., Range 
9 West. 

The following lands in Comanche Coun- 
ty, Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 10—East half of Sec. 16, Twp. 
4 N., Range 9 West. 
‘ oueer No. 11—Sec. 13, Twp. 4 N., Range 

es 

. aeeer. No. 12—Sec. 36, Twp. 4 N., Range 

Tract No. 13—Sec. 13, Twp. 3 N., Range 
9 West. 

Tract No. 14—Sec. 16, Twp. 4 N., Range 
10 West. 

Tract No. 15—South half and N. E. 
— of Sec. 13, Twp. 4 N., Range 10 

est. 

Tract No. 16—West = of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 4 N., Range 11 Wes 

Tract No. 17—Sec. 36, Twp. 4N., Range 
11 West. 

The following lands in Grant County, 
Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 18—N. E. - mo gd of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 29 N., Range 4 Wes 

Tract No. 19—N. W. quarter of Sec. 13, 
Twp. 29 N., Range 4 West 

Tract No. 20—North half and S. W. 
— of Sec. 16, Twp. 27 N., Range 5 

Test. 

Tract No. 21—N. W. er of Sec. 
36, Twp. 28 N., Range 5 Wes 

Tract No. 22—South half er Sec. 13 
Twp. 28 N., Range 5 West. 

Tract No. 23—-N. W. quarter of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 28 N., Range 5 West. 

Tract No. atime § — of Sec. 36 
Twp. 29 N., Range 5 W 

Tract No. 25—South “half of Sec. 16 
Twp. 29 N., Range 5 West. 

Tract No. 26—N. E. agra of Sec. 16. 
Twp. 26 N., Range 6 Wes 

Tract No: 27—South halt of Sec. 16 
Twp. 28 N., Range 6 West 

Tract No. 28—South half of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 27 N., Range 7 West. 

Tract No. 29—N. E. quarter of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 27 N., Range 8 West. 
Tract No. 30—South half of Sec. 16 


Twp. 27 N., Range 8 West. 
Tract No. 31—N. W. quarter and S. E. 
Gace of Sec. 13, Twp. 27 N., Range 8 
est. 


The following lands in Greer County, 
Oklahoma: 
nek No. 32—Sec. 16, Twp. 7 N., Range 

The following lands in ‘Kiowa County, 
Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 33—S. E. quarter of Sec. 17, 
Twp. 7 N., Range 15 West. 

Tract No. 34—Fr. N. E. er of Sec. 
5, Twp. 6 N., Range 15 Wes 

The following lands in Cincoin County, 
Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 35—North half of S. W. quar- 
ter of Sec. 16, Twp. 15 N., Range 3 Wast. 


The following lands in Logan County, 
Oklahoma: 

Tract No. 36—S. W. smth of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 15 N., Range 2 Wes 

Tract No. 37—N. EB. quarter of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 15 N.,. Range 2 Wes 

Tract No. 38—West half ail 8S. B. quar- 
ter of Sec. 36, Twp. 16 N., Range 2 West. 

Tract No. 39—N. W. quarter of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 16 N., Range 2 Wes 

Tract No. 40—Kast haif of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 17 N., Range 2 West. 
Tract No. 41—S. W. ag of Sec. 36, 


~ 


Twp. 15 N., Range 3 Wes 
Tract No. 42—South fait of Sec. 36,. 
bb! 19 N wer at 3 West. 
ract No N. W. 2 of Sec. 


36, Twp. 16 Nn’ , tunes 4 West 
Tract No. 44—N. B. — ‘of Sec. 16, 
- tract N, Range 4W 
‘_ No. ueSouth fait of Sec. 36, 
ah ae "Range. West. 
Rube No. 46—S. on shgad of Sec. 16, 
Twp. 17 N., ripe ¥ ‘Wes 
Ten ai No. 47—S. E. ‘quarter of Sec. 36, 
18 N., Range A Bad 
Tract No. 48—N. quarter and Ss. W. 
quarter and South halt of W. quarter 
of Sec. 16, Twp. 17 N Slee 3 West. 





The following lands in Washita County, 
Oklahoma 
Tract No. 49—N. W. quarter of Sec. 16, 


Twp. 11 N., Range 18 West. 
Tract No. 50—N. E. quarter of Sec. 13, 
wp. 10 N., Range 14 West. 
Tract No. 51—S. E. quarter of Sec. 36, 
Twp. 10 N., Range 15 West. 

Tract No. 52—Sec. 36, Twp. 8 N., Range 
14 West. 

Tract No. 53—Fr. Sec. 36, Twp. 8 N., 
Range 15 West. 

Tract No. 54—Fr. Sec. 36, Twp. 8 N., 
Range 16 West. 

Tract No. 55—Sec. 36, Twp. 8 N., Range 
17 West. 

Tract No. 56—Sec. 16, Twp. 8 N., Range 
17 West. 

al No. 57—Sec. 36, Twp. 8 N., Range 
16 West 

big following lands in Pawnee County, 
Oklahoma: 

River Bed—All that portion of the Ar- 
kansas River bed in 

Tract No. 58—Sec. 7, Twp. 20 N., Range 
10 Hast. 

Pip ng No. 59—Sec. 8, Twp. 20 N., Range 

Tract No. 2 -Beee. 9 and 16, Twp. 20 
N., Range 10 Ha 

The following 2 in Payne County, 
Oklahoma: 

River Bed—aAll that portion of the Cim- 
arron River ‘in 

Tract No. 61—Secs. 30 and 31, Twp. 19 
N., Range 6 East. 

Each bid must be accompanied by a 
certified check*® or bank draft on some 
bank in the State of Oklahoma in the sum 
of One Thousand Dollars, made yable 
to the Commissioners of the Land Office 
of the State of Oklahoma, and deposited 
as earnest money to insure the execution 
of the lease and the furnishing of a bond 
as required by law. One certified check 
or bank draft in said sum will entitle the 
bidder to bid on one or more tracts. Said 
deposit accompanying rejected bids will 
be returned to such bidders at the time 
such bids are opened, and upon full com- 
pliance with the terms and conditions of 
the bidding and the payment of the bonus 
offered, if any, and the entering into of 
a lease between the successful bidder and 
the Commissioners of the Land_- Office, 
the deposit of such successful bidder will 
be returned. The bonus bid must be in 
cash. Each bid must be on file with or 
delivered to the Secretary to the Com- 
missioners of the Land Office upon the 
date and hour set for the opening of said 
bids. All leases are to be made for a 
term of five years upon a fixed royalty of 
12% per cent of the gross production of 
all oil and gas produced therefrom. If 
a well is not completed on said lands 
within twelve months from the date of 
said lease the said lessee shall pay a 
rental of One Dollar per acre annually in 
advance so long as drilling is delayed. 
Leases on river beds are to be made in 


accordance with the rules and regulations 
of the Commissioners of the Land Office 
and on forms approved by the Commis- 
sioners and by the Federal Court having 
jurisdiction therein. 

Leases on school lands that are pro- 
ducing oil and gas at the end of said 
term are to be re-advertised for lease for 
an additional term of five years, said im- 
provements, material and equipment 
thereon used in connection with the op- 
eration of said oil and gas wells, together 
with the cost of drilling said oil or gas 
wells that are producing oil or gas at the 
end of said term are to be appraised as 
the property of said lessee and paid for 
at the time of said sale in cash by the 
successful bidder therefor. The said lessee 
shall have the preference right to re-lease 
said land for an additional term of five 
years at the highest bid offered. ‘The 
Commissioners of the Land Office reserve 
the right to reject any and all bids. 

For full particulars and form of bid, 
address G. A.’ SMITH, 

Secretary to the Commissioners of the 
Land Office, Oklahoma City, Oklahom*._ 











Den-Emetine 


Tooth Paste 


is delightful to the taste 


Cleans and whitens the.teeth, 
besides containing the medicinal! 
qualities which keep disease from 
the teeth—ask your dentist. 


Price, 50c 
Per Tube 


For Sale at Puritan and Quaker 
drug stores, Tulsa, Okla, 


The Kramer Laboratories Co. 


OIL CITY, PA. 
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